
 
Board Column 

By Lily Ng, Board 

President 

 

Greetings from the 

2017-2018 Board! 

On May 10, we elected three 

new members to the 

Becketwood Board.  On May 11, 

the newly constituted Board 

met in a special session to elect 

a President for a one-year term.  

I am very honored to be chosen 

to serve as your President for 

the third year.   

 

On May 15, the Board 

reconvened and new 

appointments were assigned to 

the Directors.  The 

appointment procedure was as 

follows:  The Directors stated 

their first and second 

preferences for the positions 

they wish to hold for the year.  

Considering everyone’s 

preference, the President 

recommended the Standing 

Committee Chairs and the 

three other officers for 

approval by the Board.  Almost 

all the Directors were assigned 

their first preferred 

appointments. 

 

For 2017-2018, the 

assignments are as follows: 

Bob Flink is now the Vice-

President and Ombudsperson.  
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John Teisberg continues to be 

the Treasurer and the Chair of 

the Finance Committee.  Iric 

Nathanson continues his 

position as Secretary.  Sonja 

Walker and Judith Maddux 

continue to lead the Marketing 

Committee and the Food 

Service Committee 

respectively.  Terry Richardson 

is the Chair of the Buildings 

and Grounds Committee.  Bob 

Kirk chairs the Member 

Activities Council (MAC) and 

Bonnie Sample chairs the 

Safety and Independent Living 

Committee.  I am very grateful 

to have the support of a Board 

of such distinguished and 

hardworking individuals. 

 

The new Board faces 

challenges in the future, but 

we also see a lot of 

opportunities for betterment.  

The Standing Committees will 

continue their work.  

Improvements to the building 

and grounds will proceed at as 

fast a pace as financially 

feasible.  Funds have been set 

aside for continuing the 

replacement of leaky windows 

and for other planned repairs 

and replacements.  Members 

are continuing to help in all 

kinds of ways.   

 

(Continued on page 2) 



          2                June 2017 

The Becketwood Times is published monthly 

by the Becketwood Cooperative’s 

Communications Committee. 
 

Newsletter Coordinator:  Deb Rodmyre 
 

Editors:  Phyllis Kromer, Carol Masters,  

      Sue Zuriff 
 

Graphic Designer:  Susan Greene 
 

Contributing Writers:  Members and Staff 

       of the Becketwood Cooperative. 
 

Submissions to Deb Rodmyre and Susan Greene 

must be received by the 20th of the month  

preceding publication. 

Several new tasks will be taken on by 

the Board in the very near future.  The 

Board plans to have its annual summer 

retreat in June to discuss the plans for 

the years to come. 

 

We like to hear from you.  There are 

several ways to make your opinion 

known:  

1. Join a committee that interests you. 

2. Fill in the comments/suggestions 

form and put it in the box for the 

Ombudsperson in the Convenience 

Center. 

3. Contact a committee chair or a 

Board Member by phone, email or 

via a note. 

4. If you wish to make a formal 

presentation at a Board meeting, 

“please make your request in 

writing to the Becketwood Manager 

at least three (3) working days prior 

to the date of the meeting, to 

provide time for the inclusion in 

the order of business.  The request 

must specify the subject matter to 

be presented and if written 

materials will be presented, the 

Member shall provide copies for all 

Board members at the time of the 

Board meeting.” (from the 

Becketwood Policy Manual) 

 

I firmly believe that, working together, 

we can answer any challenge and grasp 

at every opportunity to succeed.  Go, 

Becketwood, Forward! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Board Actions in May 

 

M/S/C to approve the corrected policy 

“Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) Orders 

Policy for Staff.” 

 

M/S/C to approve Jim and Karen 

Fitzpatrick for Membership in Unit 

#373. 

 

M/S/C to approve Fred and Charlotte 

Morrison for Membership in Unit 

#137. 

 

M/C to approve the revised 

“Stewardship of Common Gardens 

Policy.” 

 

M/C to approve the revised “Member 

Garden Plots Assignment Policy.” 

 

M/C to approve the proposal to create 

a storage compartment at the bottom 

of the west side ramp for an amount 

not to exceed $2,000 using 

contingency funds from the operating 

budget. 

 

M/C to approve the revised “Safety 

and Independent Living Committee 

Job Description.” 
 

The next Board meeting will be on  

Tuesday, June 27 ~ 1:30 p.m. 

Windsor Room 



Waiting List:  319 

Manager’s 

Column 

By Sarah McDonagh 

 

 

Sarah is healing after 

successful back 

surgery.  All of us at 

Becketwood wish her a speedy 

recovery, and look forward to her 

return. 
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Marketing News 

Maura, Kari, and Lynette 

 
 

 

Sales 

Spring is here!  We closed three sales in 

April, bringing our total for the year to 

13 sales.  We are delighted to be 

welcoming back a former Member of 

Becketwood, Margee Wheeler, and her 

fiancé Bruce Grantham of Hawaii.  They 

have purchased Chesterfield Unit #157 

and will enjoy having their dog Rosie 

with them.  Clare Fossum of 

Minneapolis purchased Coventry Unit 

#606 and then jumped on a plane for a 

long awaited trip to Switzerland!  And, 

last but not least, Jim and Karen 

Fitzpatrick have purchased Sheffield 

Unit #373 and will be moving here 

from Mahtomedi, MN.  All of these new 

Members are doing some renovation on 

their units and will be moving here in 

the next four to six weeks.  Look for 

their photos on the north bulletin 

board near the mailboxes and get to 

know your new neighbors!  Each one 

has a unique story. 

 

Noise Issues 

As new people move into Becketwood, 

most (if not all) are making changes to 

their units.  It may be new countertops,  

a walk-in shower or even a complete 

remodel.  Many of the units here at 

Becketwood have not had any 

improvements or updates for 30 years.  

Renovation brings unwelcome noise to 

the building, which can be annoying, 

irritating and hard on the nerves.  While 

we do our best to keep you informed 

when there will be noise from drilling, 

floor removal and demolition, from 

time to time noise occurs without 

warning to staff and without the benefit 

of signs being posted.  If that happens, 

please bring your concerns to the 

office, not to the contractors.  They 

have been hired to do a job and they 

are doing that job within the confines 

of Becketwood’s guidelines and 

timelines.  We are all doing our best to 

get through the noisy times as quickly 

as possible.  Thank you for your 

understanding as these improvements 

in our building continue. 

 

Tours 

On Saturday, June 3, we will be hosting 

a short one-hour leg of a senior-housing 

tour.  At 1:00 p.m. that day 

approximately 25 people will receive a 

short tour of Becketwood and learn 

about the cooperative lifestyle as they 

explore various senior living options 

throughout the metro area.  If you are 

around, please welcome them. 

 

A New Member Reception will be held 

on Friday June 16. Gather at 2:00 p.m. 

for treats; the program begins at 

2:30 p.m.  This will replace the usual 

Cookie Cart. 

 

A Word of Appreciation from Maura 

I am deeply grateful for the outpouring 

of support I received from Members and 

staff upon the passing of my mother in 

May.  I received many cards, calls, hugs, 

emails, flowers, prayers and other 

gestures of caring and kindness; they 

(Continued on page 4) 



Have you read the latest blog on 

the Becketwood website? 

 

It changes often!  Go to 

Becketwood.com. 

 

See Carol Masters to submit your 

own blog or idea. 

Member Services 

By Deb Rodmyre, LSW 

Member Services 

Coordinator 

 

Brad Pederson has been 

driving the bus for Becketwood for 

seven years!  We apologize for not 

recognizing him for five years of 

service when he was due to be 

recognized.  Brad has received his 

certificate of service, but will be 

honored next spring at the Board 

meeting. 

 

Brad does not let any grass grow under 

his feet.  He volunteers at his church 

and a classroom supply warehouse, and 

works at his family greenhouse, which 

he managed for 50 years.  While his son 

has taken it over now, Brad still likes 

playing in the dirt. 

 

We appreciate Brad’s kindness and his 

good driving skills.  Congratulations, 

Brad! 

 

MEMBER CONCERNS BROUGHT TO  

MY ATTENTION: 
 

Respect for Property 

Becketwood is a large home and it is 

your home.  It is important for Members 

and staff to treat this beautiful home 

with love and respect.  Please observe 

the following:   

 

 If you spill coffee or wine or 

anything else on the carpet or 

floor, please clean it up or find 

staff to assist with cleaning it up. 

 

 Don’t leave personal items in 

common spaces like pillows, wine 

glasses, and fingernail clippings! 

 

 Do not deface bulletin board signs. 
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When you plan to be away from 

Becketwood for several days or 

longer, please let Security know.  It is 

very helpful for staff to know (in case 

someone is looking for you) when 

you are leaving and when you 

expect to be back.  Leave a spare car 

key if your car will be here, so it can 

be moved if necessary.  See Robin if 

you have questions.  Thank you! 

truly carried me through the many 

things that needed to be done.  My 

substantial workload was picked up and 

borne with grace by Kari, Lynette and 

Cheryl, who pitched in and did what 

needed to be done, which allowed me to 

be fully present for this emotional time 

in my family’s life.  I couldn’t ask for a 

better team or a better place to work.  

(Continued from page 3) 



Check out the 

Resource 

Service File in 

the library.   

 

It has Member 

recommendations for doctors, 

decorators, tailors and more!  

You can find the file in the 

card catalog on the table in the 

library . 
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 Do not drive on the sidewalk or 

grass if you are having a picnic in 

the yard.  There are grocery carts 

available for you to haul items to 

picnic tables. 

 

Thank you for doing your part in 

keeping this community presentable! 

 

Correction 

Excuse the error in the May Times.  The 

average age of Becketwood Members is 

81, not 72.  The average age of a 

Member moving in is 72. 

 

Bike Inventory 

If you have a bike that you are using, 

pick up a red ribbon from the office and 

tie it to your handlebar.  In mid-June we 

will be checking to see which bikes do 

not have a red ribbon.  We will then call 

those folks to see if they still need a 

space in the bike rack.  If you are not 

using your bike, consider donating it. 

 

The bike group will discuss options for 

improving the organization of the 

racks.  Contact Bob Flink with 

suggestions. 

 

Carpet Cleaning 

The common area carpeting will be 

cleaned on first and second floors on 

Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, 

June 7 and 8.  Please do not schedule 

events in the common areas on these 

afternoons/evenings because we want 

the carpet to dry completely before 

putting the furniture back in place. 

 

Food Shelf Donation 

Becketwood donated 45 pounds of food 

to the Minneapolis East Lake Street 

location in April.  Way to go! 

 

Tips for Aging 

 GET ORGANIZED!  Make a list of all 

your accounts and include all 

owners of each account and the 

beneficiary designations. 

 List important people in your 

estate planning — financial 

advisor, accountant, attorney, etc. 

 List all passwords. 

 List important phone numbers. 

 Inform your family of the location 

of important papers. 

 Provide a Power of Attorney (POA) 

form to the office.  This tells us 

who we can work with if you 

become unable to speak for 

yourself. 

 

Shopping Trips this Month (in 

addition to regular grocery trips) 

Monday, June 5:  Southdale/

Southtown — 12:30-4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, June 6:  Highland Village and 

Friendship Cooperative.  No Minnehaha 

Mall.  Leave at 9:30 and 10 a.m. 

Tuesday, June 20:  Trader Joe’s  — 12 

noon. 

Monday, June 19:  Mall of America — 

12:30-4:00 p.m. 

Please sign up on the ledge for these 

trips. 

 

Mobile Post Office 

The mobile post office returned on a 

Tuesday after a year or more 

sabbatical!  They sell stamps, mail 

packages, etc.  The truck comes on 

Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m., parking near the 

front door. 



What’s the Buzz  

in the Kitchen? 
 

Renovation work in the 

kitchen is scheduled to 

begin Monday, June 19.  

The meal schedule will not be 

interrupted and compostable products 

will be used to serve meals.  We are 

looking forward to an improved 

working area. 

 

Special dates in June include the 

Birthday Dinner on Friday, June 9, 

and Father’s Day on Sunday, June 18. 

 

That’s the Buzz in the Kitchen! 

Chef Jason  

phones.  One oddity I have noticed is 

that some Members are still filling out 

the paper form and including their 

email address to receive replies.  Since 

you have a computer or other digital 

device, why not use that to enter the 

work order?  Those who would like 

help putting the app on their 

computers or smart devices need only 

ask for assistance.  We are glad to 

assist.   

 

Complaints of noise generated by 

contractors doing Member 

refurbishments have increased along 

with the increase in the number of 

refurbishments.  Noise travels great 

distances in this building because of 

the concrete construction, and with so 

many remodels it is almost guaranteed 

that there will be three or four days 

each week when some noise will be 

heard.  Lynette has been diligent in 

posting, as much as possible, notice of 

upcoming noise production and from 

where it will be generated.  Somewhere 

in this problem are opportunities for 

really creative people. 

 

Maintenance 

Brandt Pfeiffer 

Maintenance Corner 
 

Those of us who thought 

we would have a warm 

spring and early start to 

summer were wrong.  

However, I will not accept bets on what 

the summer will be like. 

 

The chiller has been on a few times.  

The new variable-frequency drive and 

motor were installed in the cooling 

tower and were paired to operate with 

the chiller. 

 

Of course, on the weekend of the 20
th

-

21
st

 the boiler ran all weekend with 

temps dropping into the 40s.  

 

Window washing will occur sometime 

in July.  Exact dates will not be set 

until mid-to-late June.  We will give 

plenty of notice, and then we will have 

the screen washing and interior 

washing sign-up sheets available in the 

Convenience Center. 

 

The new work order system is working 

well, and many of the Members are 

using it via their computers and smart 
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Notes from Security 

 

Please feel free to call Security 

with any health or safety 

problems you have during the 

night.  That’s why we’re here!  

We’ll be glad to bring first aid or 

other assistance. 
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In Remembrance Introducing a 

couple of new 

employees… 

 

First is Leon 

Mitchell, our new 

custodian.  Leon 

comes to us with 

years of experience 

and takes great 

pride in his work.  

His resumé includes 

having worked as part of the Mystic 

Lake custodial crew.  Leon enjoys 

meeting new people, so please feel free 

to introduce yourself to him if you pass 

in the halls. 

 

The second new 

hire is August 

Heggestad, our 

newest security 

person.  Initially, 

he will be working 

weekend 

overnights and 

filling in while 

other more 

seasoned staff take 

their vacations.  August grew up in the 

neighborhood and first became aware 

of Becketwood several years ago, when 

his father Lee worked as a part-time 

security person for Becketwood. 

 

Robin Lillesve, Security and 

Environmental Services Supervisor 

Phil 
Momont 
 

Phil and 

Joyce 

Momont 

moved to 

Becketwood 

in 1999.   

Joyce died in 

2006, and 

Phil died 

May 4, 2017, 

age 91.  Phil 

is survived 

by his wife 

Victoria Morrison, whom he married in 

2011, son Andy, and son-in-law, Kim 

Langness, Andy’s husband. 

 

Phil joined the Navy after high school, 

earning his engineering degree through 

the Navy, from Iowa State University.  

He never received medical benefits 

from the V.A. because he felt it was not 

honorable to take money from the 

military when he had not seen foreign 

combat.  Following his Navy service, 

Phil was employed by Honeywell 

Corporation, as a production engineer 

for 42 years.   

 

He and Joyce married and raised a 

family.  They enjoyed leisure time and 

fishing at a cabin Phil built near 

Brainerd. 

 

Phil and family were long-time 

members of Parkway United Church of 

Christ.  He occasionally attended the 

Russian Orthodox Church with his 

father, who immigrated from Russia 

before Phil’s birth.  On June 12, 1991, 

Joyce and Phil were visiting Leningrad 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Phyllis 
Johnson 
 

Phyllis 

Johnson and 

her brother 

Wayne 

Johnson 

were 

Becketwood 

Pioneers in 

1986, among 

the first 

Members to 

move in.  

Wayne died 

in March, 

2014, age 83, 

and Phyllis 

died April 23, 2017, age 91.  Phyllis was 

born in Velva, North Dakota, later 

moving with her family to St. Paul.  She 

began grade school legally blind and 

went to Sight Savers Class.  After 

graduating from Marshall High School, 

she worked as a typist for St. Paul Fire 

and Marine for 33 years.   

 

Phyllis took cane training  to help her 

walk confidently, and learned Braille 

before she lost all her vision.  She kept 

limber doing yoga.  She enjoyed visiting 

and was an interesting 

conversationalist.  Active in Bible study, 

Phyllis was a 70-year member of Gloria 

Dei Lutheran Church in St. Paul.  She was 

a woman of courage and faith, 

exhibiting a strong, positive attitude 

throughout her life.    

 

Phyllis and Wayne loved to travel, 

visiting many countries through the 

years, especially enjoying taking 

Mystery Tours.  Phyllis used Talking 

Books resources. 

town square and witnessed the return 

of the flag of St. Petersburg, again using 

the town’s previous name, after 70 

years.  

 

During Phil’s 26 years at Becketwood, 

he regularly used the Workshop.  He 

and his pals had great times repairing 

furniture, carving, and solving world 

problems at the coffee table.   

 

In 2011, Phil, Victoria, Andy and Kim 

enjoyed an Alaskan cruise.  Victoria 

arranged for Phil to have an interview 

with the first mate of the ship, which 

Phil especially enjoyed.  He loved 

talking with people from all walks of 

life. 

 

Phil enjoyed poetry, and sometimes an 

audience to which he would recite a 

favorite, like Poe’s “The Raven.”  Years 

ago, Phil enjoyed writing stories and 

telling them for Sunday School children.  

 

He was given a new lease on life when 

he married Victoria.  They enjoyed 

conversation and laughter in their time 

together, as Phil shared stories.  Andy 

and Kim met Phil’s daily needs, 

including trips to the doctor and 

visiting friends, relatives, and 

“honorary grandchildren.” 

 

In his final years Phil loved the 

camaraderie of the Becketwood Coffee 

Shop.  He met the ravages of illness 

with perseverance and calm dignity.  He 

was a loving, gentle soul who charmed 

us here these many years. 

 

Stephanie Gordon 

(Continued from page 7) In Remembrance 



Becketwood  

Committee News 

Program Committee  

 

Summer is usually a time when our 

program offerings slow somewhat.  

Many of us are traveling and, of course, 

are busy with outdoor activities.  

However, we do have a busy schedule 

for the next few months with music 

offerings that include a violin soloist, a 

saxophone quartet, a Paraguayan 

harpist and a jazz trio. Information 

programs now booked  include 

programs on self-driving vehicles and 

crime prevention, and a presentation 

about Minnehaha Falls.  These are just 

the events that are now scheduled.  

More will be booked in the coming 

months.  Also, our Marketing Committee 

will present the annual outdoor band 

concert  by the Medalist Concert Band, 

on July 12th.  They will be asking for 

volunteers to help with this spectacular 

event. 

 

Special thanks to all my Program 

Committee colleagues but especially 

Rita Juhl, Jacqueline Teisberg, Randy 

Nelson and co-chair Nancy Morin for 

helping coordinate our programs.  

Thanks also to our Becketwood Tech 

Hub team Carol Delak and Katherine 

Richardson. 

 

Programs for June include a 

presentation from Shun Tillman, 

Minneapolis 3rd Precinct Crime 

Prevention Specialist on Thursday the 

8th, and the return of Anna Bernston 

and her violin on June 15th.  All 

programs start at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Wellington Room. 

 

David McKay, Co-chair 
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Phyllis loved to make quick breads, 

sharing her tasty pumpkin or date bread 

with new Becketwood Members.  Each 

wrapped loaf was brought to Members 

by Wayne, with cheery greetings from 

Phyllis.  She also sent loaves if someone 

wasn’t well or was extremely busy. 

 

Phyllis belonged to Minnesota Society of 

Mayflower Descendants, enjoying their 

annual Thanksgiving dinner and 

program.  She was a ninth-generation 

descendant from Isaac Allerton, a 

Pilgrim Father who came from England 

to Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1620.   

 

Phyllis enjoyed living here for 31 years.  

We will miss her friendship and the 

little jingling bell she wore, signaling 

her presence, as she walked the halls of 

Becketwood. 

 

Stephanie Gordon 

“Whenever the sun is shining,  

I feel obligated to play outside!” 

 

― Charles M. Schulz, 

The Complete Peanuts,  

Vol. 1: 1950-1952  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/209672.Charles_M_Schulz
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2273941
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2273941


Excursion  

Committee  

 

Take our bus with a tour 

guide from Twin Cities Tours 

and see architectural designs  in 

Minneapolis and St. Paul from the 

comfort of your seat.  This three-hour 

tour is sure to be a hit! 

Friday, June 2 

Architectural Tour 

Depart at 12:30 p.m. 

Return at 4 p.m. 

 

Other June excursions: 

Friday, June 9 

SPCO, Beethoven’s 7
th

 Symphony 

Ticket holders only. 

Depart at 9:30 a.m. 

Return at 1 p.m. 

 

Friday, June 16 

St. Paul City Hall Tour and Lunch with 

Iric Nathanson 

Depart at 10:30 a.m. 

Return at 2:30 p.m. 

 

Thursday, June 21 

Concert in the Park 

Saints of Swing Big Band, performing 

at Como Dockside 

Depart at 6:00 p.m. 

Return at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Friday, June 23 

Alexis Bailly Vineyard Tour in Hastings 

with picnic box lunch. 

Depart at 10:30 a.m. 

Return at 2:30 p.m. 

 

It takes at least 12 persons to have our 

bus for an excursion.  So try to go with 

friends on a Pop-Up!  Eight of us took 

the A bus to the Green Line light rail 

and that brought us right to the History 

Theater where we saw the show Sweet 

Land.   

 

Buy a GO card and go! 

 

Mickey Monsen, Chair 
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Chapel Committee 

 

The final Evensong for 

Spring was held on 

May 24.  Evensong and 

our choir will return in 

September.  That service 

and the cookie cart on the 26
th

 

completed the “Passport to Climate 

Justice” program, which was an 

emphasis by the Chapel and 

Environment Committees to encourage 

Becketwood Members to alter their 

lives to benefit the earth.   

 

A total of 107 people signed a petition 

encouraging the President to push 

programs that would benefit the 

environment and cooperate with other 

countries working to limit damage to 

the earth’s air and water.  There wasn’t 

an exact count of the number of 

Passports handed out, but more than 

half of our Members picked one up.  

Thanks to all who gave time and 

thought to the consequences of our 

lifestyles! 

 

In June, Vespers speakers will be:   

Don Holt, June 7 

Henry Campbell, June 14 

Hilvie Ostrow, June 21 

Ruth Halvorson, June 28. 

 

Chapel Committee members will be 

working through the summer to 

consider:   
 

1. Whether Becketwood should be a 

Peace site and have a peace pole 

on our property; and  
 

2. The possibility of collaboration 

with other committees to plan a 

comprehensive program relating 

to end of life issues. 

 

Reports will be given in September. 

 

Wayne Tellekson, Chair 



Harvesting New 

Members 

 

We have a lot of 

committees at 

Becketwood but we have 

even more new Members.  

Last year eighteen new Members 

moved into Becketwood and we are 

well on our way to have even more this 

year.  By the end of this year there will 

likely be over forty new Becketwood 

Members.  Enough to have two new 

Members on each and every committee 

at Becketwood. 

 

Take the initiative.  Get to know some 

of the new Members and invite them to 

come with you to a committee that you 

enjoy.  Some of the strongest 

friendships at Becketwood have started 

by working together on a committee. 

 

All the committees are on the lookout 

for Members with new ideas and new 

talents.  Don’t be shy about suggesting 

joining a committee to someone who 

has shown good leadership skills. 

 

Marketing 

Committee 

 

Many Members, 

primarily those who 

live on the east side, 

are aware that this 

past month there has 

been a lot construction, producing 

noise that is definitely audible and 

hard to escape. 

 

In our thirty-plus-year-old building, 

drilling and pounding vibrations travel 

out in many directions.  Some noise is 

unavoidable.  The noise produced by 

grinding concrete can feel like 

surround sound, or like it is happening 

right over you, when in fact it is going 

on two halls or floors away. 

 

The Refurbishment staff posts alerts 

that warn us of days and times of noise 

occurrence.  Contractors  are required 

to sign an agreement that work gets 

done between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. on 

weekdays.  Anything different requires 

Becketwood’s prior approval.  Some 

construction noise is be unavoidable.  

 

Please do not go to our staff or the 

contractors to complain.  There is no 

noise being made that is not necessary.    

 

It is suggested that you sit in the 

solarium, coffee shop or other 

common space, or call a friend on the 

quieter side of the building and ask if 

you could visit, read your book, etc., 

and escape for a quiet respite. 

 

Thank you. 

Sonja Walker, Chair 

CHOIR NEWS 

 

Our season ended on 

May 24th with the 

Chapel choir loft 

overflowing.  Twenty-

six enthusiastic, well prepared singers 

beautifully supported the Evensong 

theme of Earth Justice with the Dakota 

tune “Many and Great, O God,” John 

Rutter’s beloved anthem, “Look at the 

World,” and the meaningful text of 

Shirley Erena Murray’s “Touch the 

Earth Lightly.”  We are grateful for the 

congregation's appreciative feedback, 

and are now ready to enjoy a well 

earned summer hiatus. 

 

Jean Geissler,  Director 
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The strength of Becketwood is in the 

volunteers who make the committees 

work.  Help continue the tradition. 

 

Bob Kirk, MAC Council Chair. 
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Craft Committee 

 

Spring is here  — a new 

season of beauty.  Our 

lovely Mother's Day 

cards sold well, and 

now we have a lot of Father's Day cards 

available for you to purchase.  You will 

find them in a separate basket on the 

counter.  We also have very nice 

graduation, wedding and anniversary, 

baby, and confirmation cards.  There is 

a wonderful variety of each type of card 

and you can't beat the price!   

 

In addition, we also have a new supply 

of beautiful 18" x 12" dinner placemats, 

as well as new tomorrow's lunch bag(s).  

More and more spring and summer 

items are being added regularly.  We 

continue to have very nice embroidered 

dishtowels, aprons, and a variety of 

sizes of purses and tote bags.   

 

Card-making continues at 10:00 a.m. 

Tuesday mornings and quilting at 

9:00 a.m. Friday mornings.  

We would love to have you 

join us.  We will show you 

the process and what to do 

to make the cards. At 

quilting we tie the already 

made quilts, which are 

donated to charities.  

 

There are other projects that you could 

help make, such as teddy bears and 

baby caps, which are also donated to 

charities for babies and small children.  

As you may recall from my previous 

messages, we have coffee and a sweet 

following our project of the day.  

 

Frequently, when someone is asked to 

visit our card making or quilting times 

to help with projects, the person will 

say: "I'm not a craft person."  I tell that 

person that when I was asked to be 

chair of the Craft Center, I said: "I'm the 

least crafty person here!"  We have 

Members who are helping in a variety of 

ways, who also are not “crafty” but are 

a huge help and great fun to have with 

us!  

 

Reminder:  in November we will have 

our annual Holiday Art and Craft Sale.  

Some of you are already in the process 

of creating items for that special event.  

It is a great time to buy a lot of really 

neat items.  Please continue to make 

items to sell at that time.   

 

You are always welcome to join us in 

the Craft Center.  We need you and you 

need the Craft Center!  It is a VERY 

SPECIAL PLACE, WITH VERY SPECIAL 

PEOPLE!  

 

Jacqueline Teisberg, Craft Center Chair 

Simple Science 

 

A mighty Thinker thought  

        and said, 

“E equals MC squared.” 

This calls for explanation, 

And I have come prepared. 

 

E equates to energy, 

And M of course is me. 

Where do I get my energy? 

It comes direct from C. 

 

C is code for chocolate – 

For energy and delight. 

When it appears, it disappears 

With twice the speed of light. 

 

Marnie Ruch 



Green Tip of the 

Month 

 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

— Fix-It Clinics 

 

Check online for upcoming Fix-It 

clinics to help keep damaged items out 

of the trash.  Attend a clinic to learn 

how to fix your broken item or 

volunteer to help at an upcoming 

clinic: 

 

Saturday June 10, from noon to 4 p.m. 

Eastside Neighborhood Services, 

1700 2nd St NE 

Minneapolis 

 

http://www.hennepin.us/residents/

recycling-hazardous-waste/fix-it-

clinics 

 

Naomi Jackson 
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Notes from the  

Tech Hub 

 

Following Instructions 

— Or Not 

 

When I was in second 

grade, I had a teacher who wanted 

things done her way.  I resisted.  I 

wanted to figure out things for myself.  

And the result was demerits on every 

report card for refusing to follow 

directions.  Did those demerits make 

me more cooperative?  No.  But I 

learned that there are consequences for 

doing it my own way. 

 

So too for installing printer cartridges.  

Laser printers are pretty 

straightforward.  As the images fade 

with each new page, you realize it is 

time to install a new cartridge.  Not so 

with many inkjet printers.  In that case, 

you follow instructions — or else! 

 

Many printers have a small screen and 

perhaps buttons that the printer uses to 

tell you what it thinks is wrong, and for 

you to make choices as to what you 

want to do (scan, print, clean nozzles, 

install new cartridges, etc.).  If you get a 

message on your computer that ink is 

low, follow instructions to the letter.  

Here is the important part:  the printer 

may require you to hit the okay button 

(or swipe a screen) before it will 

proceed to the next step.  You can't get 

around this. 

 

Having printed instructions is good, but 

too often we don't read the instructions, 

we just look at them.  What we then 

miss is that part about hitting yes or 

okay or whatever the printer requires. 

 

But there are two instances when you 

should NOT follow instructions, and 

that is when a huge message pops up 

on your computer telling your that you 

have done something wrong and that a 

special password or a phone call to this 

number will make things right.  Do not 

do this!  If you get an email with a 

headline like "a special message from 

Jane" and you don't know any Jane, or 

you do know a Jane but the email just 

doesn't look like most of your other 

email from Jane, don't click on it.  Just 

delete it.  Or, if you do actually open 

the message, don't click on any link or 

attachment.  This is a bad person trying 

to get control of your computer and 

your personal information. 

 

Think before you act.  There are times 

when not following instructions is good 

(when confronted with a hacker or bad 

guy emailer) and times when it is bad 

(not obeying your printer's demand). 

 

Carol Delak and Katherine Richardson 

Tech Hub Volunteers 

http://www.hennepin.us/residents/recycling-hazardous-waste/fix-it-clinics
http://www.hennepin.us/residents/recycling-hazardous-waste/fix-it-clinics
http://www.hennepin.us/residents/recycling-hazardous-waste/fix-it-clinics


Member Gardens 

 

Rhubarb Is Ready! 

The community 

rhubarb bed 

located near the 

raspberries is in 

fine form this year.  

At this point, it is 

OK for Members to harvest rhubarb 

from the many plants in this bed. 

 

Please PULL the stalk, do not cut it, as 

cutting leaves stubs which cannot be 

used and which inhibit new growth.  To 

pull a stalk, grasp it with your fist with 

your thumb as close to the bottom as 

possible.  It will release as you rock it 

back and forth pulling up firmly.  You 

may notice in the market that rhubarb 

for sale has a little knob on the end 

where it has been pulled or separated 

from the main plant. 

 

There is space in the rhubarb bed for 

more plants.  So if you want to move 

some out of your own Member garden 

plot, that is OK, but be careful to leave 

plenty of space for growth.  New plants 

should not be used this season.  Use of 

mature plants should stop by the end 

of July to allow plants to gain strength 

for next season. 

 

If you have any questions about the 

rhubarb bed, or rhubarb in general, 

please contact Emily Slowinski, 

Rhubarb Coordinator.  Enjoy! 

 

Emily Slowinski 

Member Gardens Committee 

Becketwood Easy Ride  

Bike Group 

 

What:  Becketwood  

   Bike Group 
 

When:  Mondays at  

   9 a.m., weather  

   permitting, May through October 
 

Where: Meet in the north parking lot 
 

Who to contact:  Bob Flink at  

 612-801-8028 (cell) 

or Candace Barrick at 612-722-3387 

 (land line) 
 

How long is a ride?  2-3 hours with a  

   coffee break along the trail 
 

What speed?  About 9 miles per hour 

 

Let us know if you have a bike to loan 

or sell to others, or if you need a bike. 

What’s Going On With Bees? 

 

What’s happening to our 

natural pollinators, and 

what can we do about it? 

 

Beekeepers in our state 

lose 50% of their hives annually 

because of the effects of exposure to 

pesticides like neonicotinoids, lack of 

flowers in ecosystems, and parasites 

and disease.  In Minnesota we have 

about 425 different species of wild 

bees, which face similar fates. 

 

Learn more about what bees need to 

maintain the ecosystem that provides 

us nutritious foods like fruits, nuts and 

vegetables we love to eat, and the 

flowering plants we all enjoy.  Erin 

Ruup, Executive Director of Pollinate 

Minnesota, will speak in the Wellington 

Room, Wednesday, June 14, at 

7:30 p.m.  Sponsored by the 

Environment Committee. 
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Let the Gardening 

Begin! 

 

A Great Planting Day! 

After all the 

uncertainties (“weather” 

or not the skies would 

cooperate) the Annual Annual Day was 

a huge planting success!  People 

started to check on the likelihood we 

could plant beginning at 8:00, and by 

9:00 some folks had begun to organize 

the plants and organize the people.  We 

thought we could just plant the pots 

(front, Kensington, patio) but the 15 

gardeners got cracking and when the 

pots were done, they couldn’t be 

stopped.  We planted all but two 

gardens and got in some extra weeding 

— and barely a drop of rain.   

 

Jason supplied coffee, Bev Jensen 

brought great blueberry muffins, and 

we all enjoyed some social time to 

admire what we had accomplished 

together.  Margaret Gilland and Nancy 

Christen were the brains of the outfit 

and when it was all over, photographs 

showed a very happy and satisfied 

crew. 

 

So the gardening season has begun, and 

we are ready to go.  Common Garden 

Stewards will soon have the contact 

information for people who have 

volunteered to weed, water and supply 

some muscle.  Margaret will continue 

organizing a once-a-week weeding 

event, so check the ledge for the date, 

time, and place each week — each week 

will change but it is always fun. 

 

Also, we are updating our Common 

Garden Stewards list and there are some 

gardens looking for a Steward.  You too 

can join this crew — just contact Bonnie 

Sample by phone 612-455-9332 or 

email. 

 

Gardeners pictured, left to right:  

Mickey Monson, Lenore Austin, Dolores 

Moerke, Emily Slowinski, Bev Jensen, 

Orville Ruud, Lorene Liddle, Joel 

Wiberg, Bonnie Sample, Mary Hilgert, 

Ruth Gaylord, Margaret Gilland, Helen 

Gilbert, Marcie Wallace, Nancy Morin.  

Photographer and great help:  Jeff 

Fahrenholz. 

 

Bonnie Sample, for Landscape and 

Gardens 



Wellness 

Committee 

 

Balance Tests 

On Wednesday, 

June 14, the 

Wellness Committee 

has invited Interim 

Home Care to provide free balance 

tests to Members.  Please sign up on 

the ledge if you are interested in 

getting tested.  The test is done by the 

Interim Therapy Department.   

 

Please join us at 2:00-4:00 p.m. in the 

Windsor Room.   

 

Helen Mikkelson 
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camp counseling, was as an artist and 

lab assistant in the Zoology 

Department at the University of 

Minnesota.  I taught elementary art in 

public schools in Woodstock, NY,and 

several schools in Minneapolis.  After 

marriage, I taught classes on the farm 

and in the Cambridge Community 

College.  In Florida there were art 

organizations where I took classes and 

also taught. 

 

“I am happy to say there have been 

degrees, awards, co-op and commercial 

galleries along the way.  I even made  

'Who's Who is American Art.'  I aim to 

express the joy I feel about the world 

through sharing what I see.  My 

passion for art keeps me young.” 

 

Alice will be here for Cookie Cart 

time on June 2, so please come and 

see her exhibit and welcome her to 

Becketwood. 

 

Bonnie Porte 

Art Committee Co-chair 

Becketwood  

Art News 

 

The Art Committee 

Exhibit for June features 

paintings by Alice 

Benjamin Boudreau.  Alice's cousin is 

Dr. Robert Benjamin, a long-time 

former resident of Becketwood.  She is 

also the sister of a Carleton College 

classmate of mine. 

 

Here is information she sent to me for 

the show.  “Colors, lines and rhythm 

are important in the figures, 

abstractions, and landscapes I've 

chosen to hang at Becketwood.  These 

paintings are acrylic although I have 

worked in most media and usually 

have a sketchbook with me for 

drawing. 

 

“I am a Minneapolitan happy to be 

home after 18 years in Bradenton, 

Florida and 42 years away from my 

home town.  I studied at Wellesley 

College near Boston, the San Francisco 

Art Institute and the State University of 

New York at New Paltz.  I have painted 

in Mexico, France and the Southwest, 

but my Minnesota roots are deep.  The 

Minneapolis School of Art, the 

University, Minnetonka Art Center and 

the Grand Marais Art Colony are 

foremost.  Twenty-five years on a farm 

in Isanti, Minnesota let me appreciate 

rural life, and I still keep my 

connections with artists from the 

Cambridge and Mora areas as well as 

the Twin Cities.  My husband Maurice 

and I spent a year each in Florida and 

Arkansas and travelled several times to 

Mexico before selling the farm and 

moving to Florida in 1997. 

 

“Teaching has always been a part of my 

life and continues by my leading an Art 

Group at Walker Place where I now live.  

My first job, beyond babysitting and 
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OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Bulletin Board Volunteer.  The 

Communications Committee needs a 

volunteer to put up bulletin board 

notices each Tuesday.  On-the-job 

training provided.  Contact Phyllis 

Kromer, 612-722-2163. 

Life in A  

Rear View Mirror  

 
On The Road Again 

 

My title of "Life in A Rear View Mirror" 

made me think a bit about cars/autos, 

etc.  Do you remember your first car?  I 

do.  It was a used 1938 Plymouth 

Sedan. Honestly, I think I could almost 

stand up in the vehicle it was so tall 

inside.  Because I was working a 

summer job with a local contractor, 

Christ Kurup, a Danish friend of my 

parents, I needed to get to the various 

job sites, so my Dad helped me find 

the Plymouth.  I drove it in the fall to 

go back to Grand View College for the 

up-coming semesters.  It lasted just 

fine, until — I forgot to check the anti-

freeze, and the block split open — 

whoops!  Woe-is-me and lesson 

learned.  I never let that happen again.  

I think I got $30 dollars from the 

junkman. 

 

Now in my mid-

eighties, driving 

has changed a bit.  

Like many of us 

who are aging we tend not to drive at 

night, especially in the rain.  We also 

welcome rides from our kids to family 

or social events.  I used to resent those 

offers:  "Oh no, I'll be just fine myself."     

My dad was 86 years old when he came 

to me and said, "Dick, I don't think I 

should drive anymore.  Here are the 

keys to my Pontiac."  Well, I was 

relieved that he took this step on his 

own.  Now I am close to that age, and I 

am not sure I will do the same thing.  

Hopefully, good judgment will help me 

make the decision at the correct time.  

I am sure our kids would like that. 

 

Rita also still likes the freedom of a car 

and driving herself.  A 2005 Toyota 

Corolla became available here in our 

cooperative.  It was ten years newer 

than Rita's Civic, with only 23,000  

miles on it.  That is less than 2,000 

miles in a year that it was driven.  The 

proverbial "little old lady who only 

drove the car to church,” was the 

former owner.  So I guess Rita isn't 

ready to quit driving either.  When will 

we reduce down to only one car?  As we 

are both going in many directions, I 

cannot answer that question yet.  

 

We here in America do have a love affair 

with cars.  We still like big powerful 

vehicles, light trucks, SUVs, lots of 

gimmicks; all of which are nice, but not 

very practical or good for the 

environment.  Do I think that is going to 

change soon?  I doubt it.  We are in dire 

need of replacement and repair of the 

whole highway and Interstate road 

system.  With the current political 

climate, I don't foresee much help.  I am 

an optimist as a rule, so my hope as to 

the future depends on how our children 

and our grandchildren decide to vote 

for people who really care about our 

country.  Our generation may be called 

"The Greatest," but I do not think we did 

a great job on conservation of our 

resources.  I sense a bit better response 

from the next generation — do you? 
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POETRY PARTY! 

by Linda Back McKay 

 

“80% of success is showing up.”   ---Woody Allen 

 

Welcome to early summer poetry at Becketwood, and thanks for showing up. 

Celebrating Mother’s Day last month, many of us experienced renewed pangs of 

missing our moms. Here is Marty Heath’s lament: 

 

GONE 

Soft creak of the rocking chair 

Cool hand on my fevered brow 

Stories, songs to lull me to sleep 

Sun dried linens to wrap my dreams 

Walks to the park, up, up in the swing 

Sled rides down the alley, you the mare 

Crisp ginger cookies, bread fresh baked 

Your long newsy letters … daffodils in bloom 

 

Travel to places we never dreamed to see 

Pleased, “Oh, it’s you” on the telephone 

A last chance to say, “ I love you, Mama” 

In dreams memories play, like re-run 

Movies, tapes, play… pause… reverse 

Play… fast forward…play…stop… 

One last time, “I love you, Mama.” 

(For Clara Elizabeth Jackson Larson, 15 April, 1910 – February 17, 1997) 

 

Joy DeHarpporte offers this springtime word celebration. 

 

THUNDER, LIGHTNING 

fill the air, while rain puddles 

slow our rushing pace 

With refreshing rain 

bird songs decorate the air 

and strong green bursts forth. 

 



Lorene and David Liddle must have been inspiring each other, resulting in each of 

them writing a rare poem.  Here is David’s. 

 

FRIDAY 

Freya’s day, the end of the work week, though I don’t work any more. 

The day of the dentist, who happened to have an opening in his schedule to 

check out my sore gums and tender tooth on short notice. 

The day after the welcome news 

that the car was put back together, unlike Humpty Dumpty. 

The day of stunning morning beauty 

walk-worth in the sparkling dawn lighting up pink tree blossoms. 

The day to cherish loved ones near and far, and to make a difference 

in someone else’s day, no matter how inconsequential. 

The day like all days, as Edward R. Murrow used to say, 

filled with those events that alter and illuminate our times. 

The day that the Lord has made 

in which to rejoice and be glad. 

The day on the river of time 

flowing inexorably to the infinite sea. 

 

Lorene Liddle’s poem is a bit of a rant. 

 

THE BAGS 

Like porridge from the pot that will not stop, 

They continue in a mounting pile. 

More come and more and more and more 

Each is a tree, in part. 

Each is used just once and then 

Tossed out…forever…or, if lucky, used again. 

From whence do they come? Why? 

Where do they end up? 

These bags staring up at me shouting of 

Over indulgence, thoughtless lack of planning and 

Arrogance, needing a fresh bag for each purchase? 

Thought for the Month 

 

There are things that we don’t want to happen but have 

to accept, things we don’t want to know but have to 

learn, and people we can’t live without but have to let go. 

 

Author Unknown 
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NEW IN THE LIBRARY Their relationship was intense and 

tempestuous and greatly influenced 

her work.  

 

THE WHOLE TOWN’S TALKING by 

Fannie Flagg is engaging and funny.  

Elmwood Springs Missouri is a small 

town like any other, but something 

strange is happening at Still Meadows, 

the local cemetery.  This moving novel 

about what it means to be truly alive is 

the story of Lordor Nordstrom, his 

Swedish mail-order bride, and their 

neighbors and descendants as they 

live, love, and die.  This family and 

town saga has some unusual narrators 

as the early settlers observe and talk 

about what’s happening in the town 

from their final “resting places.”  

 

NON-FICTION 
 

THE ROMANOVS by Simon Sebag 

Montefiore.  Russia was ruled by the 

Romanov family for over 300 years 

until the Bolshevik Revolution swept 

into power a new form of government 

in 1917.  Here is a portrait of lives 

marked by excess — power often 

combined with ruthlessness and 

maintained by torture, political 

intrigue sometimes combined with 

rampant corruption or personal 

instability, sexual decadence and 

debauchery not constrained by loving 

relationships — making for a 

fascinating but not always pleasant 

reading experience. 

 

THE CIVIL WARS OF JULIA WARD 

HOWE by Elaine Showalter.  Julia Howe, 

widely known as the author of The 

Battle Hymn of the Republic, is 

portrayed in lifelong rebellion against 

the constraints she felt as a daughter, 

wife, and mother in 19
th

 century 

America.  Her ambition to be a writer 

clashed with her husband's idea of her 

FICTION  
 

BOTTOMLAND by Michelle Hoover.  As 

German-Americans in 1918, the Hesses 

are looked upon with suspicion by 

their neighbors.  When two of the 

sisters disappear, their brother 

searches for answers while the family 

tries to maintain their life and their 

farm.  A haunting story of love, pride 

and betrayal set on the isolated farms 

of 1918 Iowa and the grim streets of 

industrial Chicago.  

 

NEWS OF THE WORLD by Paulette 

Jiles.  Captain Kidd, a 70-year-old 

veteran, makes his living by traveling 

from town to town in post-Civil War 

Texas and reading the news to local 

audiences.  He agrees to deliver ten-

year-old Johanna, who had been 

kidnapped by the Kiowa four years 

before, to her German aunt and uncle—

an arduous and dangerous journey of 

400 miles.  And therein lies the tale!    

 

A PIECE OF THE WORLD by Christina 

Baker Kline.  The author used the story 

of Christina Olson, the inspiration of 

the painting by Andrew Wyeth titled 

Christina’s World, as the basis for this 

historical fiction.  Olson did live on a 

remote family farm in Maine where 

Wyeth came in the summer to draw 

and paint.  The farm, the family, and 

Wyeth are intertwined with the 

imagined and complicated life of 

Christina to create a vivid novel. 

 

GEORGIA by Dawn Tripp.  A fictional 

account of the life of Georgia O’Keeffe 

describes her quest to become a 

modernist independent female artist.  

In 1917, fresh from a teaching position 

in Texas, she met Alfred Stieglitz, her 

mentor, lover and eventual spouse.  
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role and his own ambitions.  The last 

thirty years of her life she became an 

activist advancing women's rights. 

 

CITY OF PARKS: THE STORY OF 

MINNEAPOLIS PARKS by David C. 

Smith.  This book is a beautiful tribute 

to the founders, developers, and 

maintainers of our park system.  It is 

both a history and an up-to-date 

description of the system that covers 

16 percent of the city's total area. 

 

WAKING UP WHITE by Debbie Irving.  

The author, a white Anglo-Saxon 

Protestant woman, writes about 

suddenly becoming aware of her 

advantages in being white in our 

society.  The more she explores the 

subject the more she realizes that 

being racist isn’t about hating people of 

a different color, it is believing that 

white is the superior race. 

 

THE GIRL FROM THE METROPOL 

HOTEL by Ludmilla Petrushevskaya.  

Born across the street from the Kremlin 

in the opulent Metropol Hotel, 

Petrushevskaya grew up in a family of 

Bolshevik Intellectuals who were 

reduced in the wake of the Russian 

Revolution to waiting in bread lines.  In 

her memoir she writes with remarkably 

little self-pity and has become one of 

Russia’s best living authors. 

 

SHAKESPEARE SAVED MY LIFE by 

Laura Bates.  The author dared to teach 

Shakespeare to inmates in supermax 

solitary confinement. They live in 

cement boxes and she could see only 

their eyes. Shakespeare and Bates saved 

the minds of more than one inmate, 

including Larry Newton. He studied the 

words of Richard II, Macbeth and other 

villains and applied them to his own 

life and mind. He became a discussion 

leader and got other inmates to read 

Library Committee 

 

Writer F. Scott Fitzgerald may be the 

most famous person to have lived in 

St. Paul, and interest in his work 

continues to grow in the English-

speaking world.  This month from 

June 25 to July 1 the 14
th

 

International F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Society Conference, a biannual event, 

will be held in his home town for only 

the second time.  Scholars from all 

over the world will present programs 

and reports and writers from 

Minnesota, including Kao Kalia Yang 

and William Kent Krueger will also 

take part. 

 

At Becketwood 

we will 

participate with 

a showing of 

Tender Is the 

Night, a 1962 

movie starring 

Jason Robards 

and Jennifer 

Jones, on 

Saturday, July 1 

at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Wellington Room.  Bill Cavanaugh 

will begin the evening with a few 

remarks about the author and his works. 

 

Gretchen Flynn and Linda Thain 

Co-Chairs 

Shakespeare in the same way. The 

experience was transformative, and so 

is this book. 

 

Annotators:  Jane Bergstrom, Pat 

Cummings, Gretchen Flynn, Sylvia 

Moore, Randy Nelson, Meg Sorensen, 

Ingrid Stocking, Linda Thain, Marcie 

Wallace, Wayne Westwood. 



B~WOOD DOIN’S 
 

by John Fenn  
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MEMBER KUDOS 
 

Our beloved Ron and 

Betty Lou Nelson, with 

characteristic generosity 

of spirit, donated their 

lovely Haddorf piano to 

the University of 

Northwestern in St. Paul. 

On Thursday, April 20 there was a 

dedication recital using the piano and 

the program declared that the piano was 

“Donated in memory of Ronald A. 

Nelson.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BECKETWOOD PENUMBRIANS 
 

A growing number of members (pictured 

below, at a Penumbra Theater opening) 

have subscribed to Penumbra Theater’s 

season as a Becketwood group.  This 

gives us a reduced ticket price.  The 

group always buses over early on 

opening nights, so that we can enjoy the 

free wine and excellent pre-theater 

supper. This season’s opening nights 

are October 19, February 8 April 26. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in joining this 

group, you should call Anita at 

651-224 -3180 and tell her you want a 

subscription and that you wish to be a 

part of the Becketwood Penumbrians 

group.   

 

Prior members of the Penumbrians, it 

is time to re-subscribe for next season. 

Just call Anita to secure your seats. 

 

Most of us do not include Black Nativity 

in our subscription, so there is not a bus 

for this production.  However if you 

want to see the show, you should 

include it in your subscription. 

 

MASTERPIECE THEATER 
 

I am always delighted when Members 

suggest films for Masterpiece Theater. 

Once again we have such a suggestion 

from Corynne Christina, to wit, THE 

MAN IN THE GRAY 

FLANNEL SUIT 

starring Gregory 

Peck, Jennifer 

Jones and Fredric 

March.  This film 

was released in 

1956, and still has 

great significance 

for today.  Join us 

Tuesday, June 27, 

at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Wellington 

Cineplex, with the 

usual libations. 

 

I'm planning to show Danny Kaye’s all 

time classic The Court Jester in July.  

Yes, we presented that a number of 

years ago at Masterpiece Theater, 

however it is, arguably, the finest  

musical-comedy film ever made.  Sylvia 

Fine, Danny Kaye’s ex-wife, wrote the 

book and lyrics.  Much of the material 

has far outlasted the film.  Notably such 

lines as “Get it?  Got it.  Good!”  Not to 



 

 

 

   2 Stephanie Gordon 

   2 Elaine Hewitt 

   3 Fred Bartling 

   3 Pat Cummings 

   5 Darlene Peine 

   8 Janet Moede 

   8 June Peterson 

   8 Bev Jensen 

 11 Loren Flicker 

 15 Rita Juhl 

 16 Lily Ng 

 17 Nancy Christen 

 20 Carol Epp 

 22 Fran Paulu 

 22 William Wells 

 22 Marilyn Gisselquist 

 23 Bob Onan 

 24 Betty Hoeger 

 27 Ruth Hilden 

 28 Bette Allen 

 28 Brad Holt 

 28 Jonathan Riehle 

 29 Tom McCabe 

 29 Carol Joyce 

 30 Marge Hauge 
   

Please contact Susan in the office if you do 

not want your name to appear on the 

Birthday List or if there are corrections. 

 

June Birthday Dinner:   

Friday, June 9 

5:30 p.m. ~ Wellington Room 

Redeem your birthday coupon! 

June Member 

Birthdays 

This column appears monthly in the Becketwood 

Times.  Drop a word or two about your delights, 

accomplishments, or just a gentle event from your 

chronologically enriched lives.  My unit is #441, 

telephone  612-306-4727, or e-me at 

john@johnfenn.net with any ideas or corrections.  
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mention the whole “Vessel with the 

pestle has the brew that is true” routine. 

 

However, let me know if you think this 

repeat presentation is not a good idea 

then I, with no offense or distress, will 

not show it. 

 

We will be showing THE COURT JESTER 

on Thursday, July 27
,

 in the Wellington 

Cineplex at 7:30 p.m., with the usual 

libations. 

Bob and Elaine Kirk 
Invite you to enjoy 

A free cookie 
 

Friday, June 2 
Cookie Cart 

2-3 p.m. 
 

In honor of their 
55

th
 Wedding  

Anniversary 

New Member Reception 

Friday June 16 

Gather at 2:00 p.m. for 

treats. Program begins  

at 2:30 p.m. 

(Replaces Cookie Cart) 



COOKIE CART 
And Conversations 

Every Friday 

2—3 p.m.  

Wellington Gallery 

 

Cookies 50¢ 

 

Come with your favorite coffee 

cup in hand.   

 

First Friday of the month: 
 Art Show Opening 

BLOOD PRESSURE  
With a Nurse 

Tuesday, June 6 
1:30 p.m. 

SOLARIUM 

Longfellow/Seward Healthy Seniors 

Socrates Café 
 

3:30—4:45 p.m. 

West Dining Room 

 

Tuesday, June 13 

Discuss the purpose of  

putting people in prison. 

 

Tuesday, June 27 

What does it mean to  

be a friend? 

 

Everyone welcome! 

Contact Charles 

Wells, Unit #371 

with any 

questions. 

Take the Becketwood bus to the 

Episcopal Homes therapy pool 

and fitness center.  No cost. 
 

Wednesdays 

10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.   

sign up on the ledge 
 

If it is your first time, pre-

register by calling Julie at  

651-272-4953. 

Comcast Help Desk 
 

Billing errors and many connectivity 

problems for television and Internet 

service can be resolved over the 

phone.  Call the Comcast Help Desk 

in Denver at 855-307-4896.   

Be sure they understand you are a 

Becketwood Bulk Customer. 

 

If your Internet access problem is 

determined to be within your 

computer, tablet device, personal 

wireless router, software or wiring, 

then the service call will be 

billable.  There are alternative 

support services for these types of 

problems.  Submit a maintenance 

request if you would like to 

investigate these alternatives before 

having Comcast come on site.  
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Exercise Corner 

 

Mark your calendars! 

 

Arthritis Exercise Class: 

 M, Th 1 p.m. in the  

 Windsor Room unless noted.   
  

Chair Exercise:  Th, Sat at 9 a.m.  

 in the Windsor Room unless  

 noted. 
  

Exercise:  M, Th, Sat at 8 a.m. in the 

 Windsor Room unless noted. 
 

Strength Training:  M, W, F at 11 a.m. 

 in the Windsor Room unless  

 noted.   
      

T’ai Chi Chih with Carol and Vanjie:  

 Beginning June 6 

 T, 9:00 a.m., Hidden Falls Park.  

 Sign up on the ledge to carpool. 
  

Pilates with Terry and Lois:  T,  

 9:30 a.m., Windsor Room. 
 

Yoga:  M, W, F at 9:30 a.m. in the  

 Windsor Room unless noted.  
  

Silver Sneakers:  M, Th at 4 p.m. 

 in the Windsor Room. 
 

Please check the weekly calendar or 

the easel by the mailboxes for any  

last-minute room changes. 

Movie Schedule 
 

Foreign Film 

Saturday, June 17 

7 p.m., Wellington Room 

Coming Home (Chinese) 

Lu and Feng are a devoted couple 

forced to separate when Lu is arrested 

and sent to a labor camp during the 

Cultural Revolution.  When Lu is 

released years later, he returns home 

to find his wife has amnesia.  She is 

unable to recognize him and treats 

him as a stranger.  Lu is determined to 

awaken Feng’s memory through 

unconditional and eternal love.  Can 

he do it? 

Presented by Lily Ng 

 

Movie Night 

Saturday, June 24 

7 p.m., Wellington Room 

Office Space 

Insecure Peter Gibbons hates his job 

and the abusive Division VP who just 

hired two consultants to downsize the 

company.  You're in for a hilarious 

ride in this outrageous hit comedy as 

three company workers who hate their 

jobs decide to rebel against their 

greedy boss.  The film "will strike fear 

into the little hearts of evil bosses 

everywhere."  This 1999 comedy by 

Mike Judge features Ron Livingston, 

Jennifer Aniston and numerous 

others.  Rated R for language and brief 

sexuality.  

Presented by Jacqueline Teisberg 

 

Masterpiece Theater 

Tuesday, June 27 

7 p.m., Wellington Room 

The Man in the Grey Flannel Suit 

Starring Gregory Peck, Jennifer Jones 

and Fredric March.  This film was 

released in 1956, and still has great 

significance for today.   

Presented by John Fenn 

 

Sponsored by the Program Committee 
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PLEASE NOTE 

Silver Sneakers  will be in the 

Game Room on June 8 due to 

carpet cleaning. 
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ASK THE NURSE 
 

A nurse from Episcopal Home 

Care and Services will be here to 

discuss any of your concerns or 

check your blood pressure. 

 

Thursday, June 8 

10 a.m. — 12 noon 

Solarium 

Location Key 

Chapel – CHP 

Coffee Shop - CS 

Conf. Room - CR 

Craft Center – CC 

E. Dining Rm-EDR 

Fitness Center - FC 

Game Room - GR 

Kensington Sq – KS 

Solarium – SOL 

Wellington Rm - DR 

W. Dining Rm-WDR 

Windsor Room-WR 

Upcoming Committee Meetings 

Environment Thurs., June 1 2 p.m. WDR 

Program Friday, June 2 9 a.m. EDR 

Library Monday, June 5 9 a.m. WDR 

Excursion Tuesday, June 6 1 p.m. WDR 

Marketing Tuesday, June 13 12:30 p.m. WDR 

Landscape & Gardens Tuesday, June 13 2 p.m. WDR 

Buildings & Grounds Thursday, June 15 2 p.m. WDR 

Food Service Tuesday, June 20 10:30 a.m. WDR 

Finance Thursday, June 22 2:30 p.m. WDR 

Website Thursday, June 22 2:30 p.m. CR 

Board of Directors Tuesday, June 26 1:30 p.m. WR 

    

Investment No meeting in June   

Wellness  No meeting in June   

Communications  No meeting in June   

Chapel No meeting in June   

Schwan’s Delivery  
 

Schwan’s will be here on Mondays:  

June 5 and 19 

between 2 and 5 p.m. 

It is best to pre-order online or 

 by calling 1-888-724-9267. 

Comment and Suggestion Box 
Convenience Center 

Please use the form and  

remember to sign your name. 

BOOKS BY MAIL 

 

Did you know you can get books 

from the Hennepin County Library 

through the mail at no charge?  

Friends of the Library can also help 

you access books online.  For more 

information call 

At Home Services, 612-543-8850. 



Excursions for June 

Sponsored by Excursion Committee unless otherwise noted. 

EXCURSION DATE and TIME DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Tour 

Friday, June 2 

Depart at 12 noon 

Return at 4 p.m. 

Three-hour tour on Becketwood bus, 

led by Twin Cities Tours. 

SPCO 

Friday, June 9 

Depart at 9:30 a.m. 

Return at 1 p.m. 

Beethoven’s 7th Symphony 

St. Paul City Hall 

Friday, June 16 

Depart at 10:30 a.m. 

Return at 2:30 p.m. 

Tour and lunch with Iric Nathanson at 

the St. Paul Hotel. 

Concert in the 

Park 

Wednesday, June 21 

Depart at 6 p.m. 

Return at 8:30 p.m. 

Saints of Swing Big Band at Como 

Dockside. 

Alexis Bailly 

Vineyard Tour 

Friday, June 23 

Depart at 10:30 a.m. 

Return at 2:30 p.m. 

In Hastings, with a picnic box lunch. 

         27                 June 2017 

Coming Attractions 

 

Saturday, July 1 

Tender is the Night 

Sponsored by Library Committee 

 

Sunday, July 9 

Anica Quartet 

 

Wednesday, July 12 

Medalist Concert Band 

Outdoor Band Concert 

Sponsored by Marketing 

Shopping Van Changes 
 

See Deb’s article on page 5. 

QUESTION OF 
THE MONTH... 
 

Do I need to sign in to 

the Member Area of 

the Becketwood 

website to read the 

blog? 

 

NO!  Simply go to the home page 

of our website  — 

becketwood.com  — and click on 

the tab that says “Blog.”  You may 

read the current blog post as well 

as past ones.  Enjoy! 



JUNE Programs at Becketwood   

Sponsored by Program Committee unless otherwise noted.  

Art Show Opening 

Friday 

June 2 

2-3 p.m. 

Art Gallery 

Alice Benjamin Boudreau.  Free 

cookie in honor of Bob & Elaine 

Kirk’s 55th Wedding Anniversary. 

Crime Prevention 

Thursday 

June 8 

7:30 p.m. 

Wellington Room 
Shun Tillman from the Minneapolis 

Police Department 3rd Precinct. 

Birthday Dinner 

Friday 

June 9 

5:30 p.m. 

Wellington Room Bring your birthday coupon. 

Pollinate 

Minnesota 

Wednesday 

June 14 

7:30 p.m. 

Wellington Room 
Erin Rupp, Executive Director. 

Sponsor:  Environment Committee. 

Balance Checks 

Wednesday 

June 14 

2-4 p.m. 

Windsor Room 
Interim Therapy Department.  Sign 

up on the ledge.  Sponsor:  Wellness. 

Anna Bernston 

Thursday 

June 15 

7:30 p.m. 

Wellington Room Violinist. 

New Member 

Reception 

Friday 

June 16 

2 p.m. 

Wellington Room 
Program begins at 2:30 p.m. 

No Cookie Cart. 

Foreign Film 

Saturday 

June 17 

7 p.m. 

Wellington Room Coming Home. 

Father’s Day 

Meal 

Sunday 

June 18 

12:30 p.m. 

Wellington Room Premium meal. 

Movie Night 

Saturday 

June 24 

7 p.m. 

Wellington Room Office Space. 

Masterpiece 

Theater 

Tuesday 

June 27 

7:30 p.m. 

Wellington Room The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit. 

Tender is the 

Night 

Saturday 

July 1 

7 p.m. 

Wellington Room 

1962 film based on F. Scott 

Fitzgerald’s novel.  Introduced by 

Bill Cavanaugh.  Sponsor:  Library 

Committee. 
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