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Please share the following information with all family members and any people you hire (Becketwood 

Members Service Coordinator assists with accurate information, 746-1005) to help you with your 

personal trash/recycling/composting disposal. Becketwood Cooperative, as an independent living 

entity, does not hire staff to handle Member's personal trash/recycling/com posting. 
 

The recycling/waste rooms on each floor have large posters that will answer all questions regarding 

recycling and com posting. Each Member has a smaller copy of these posters for personal use. We also 

plan to place the information in the A to Z book. 

 

Becketwood currently pays only half as much for removal of recycling and compost as we do for trash 

removal. We encourage all members to recycle and compost. Not only are we “being green”, it is also 

economical to keep compostable materials and recyclables out of the trash. Thank you for your 

cooperative efforts. Thank you for closing the trash chute doors. Thank you for turning off the lights 

before leaving the recycling/waste rooms. 

 
 

DISPOSAL OF RECYCLING &TRASH 
 

RINSE RECYCLABLE  ITEMS: 
 

• After rinsing plastic bottles, put the caps back on. The two plastics are ground together and 

separated in water. One plastic floats and one sinks. If these small caps are not on the plastic 

bottles, they can fall through the screens and plug the machinery, so please remember to put 

the caps back on the plastic bottles. 

• Flatten cans and plastic bottles, if you are able.  

• After rinsing glass bottles. do not put the caps on. 

• Recycle your plastic bags at grocery store collection bins or in the collection bag in each 

recycle room. Otherwise, throw in the trash . 

• Flatten all boxes.  Becketwood haulers charge by volume, so we want to prevent air pockets in 

our dumpsters. 
 

Recycle shredded paper in a sealed paper bag. By sealing the bag, the shredded paper will_not catch 

the wind and litter the neighborhood.  Do not put shredded paper in a plastic bag because the plastic 

bag is not accepted with our recycling. 

 

TRASH: 
 

• All wrapping tissues & wrapping paper. Some contain metals, so all are trash . 

• Facial tissue is trash IF you don't compost it.  Facial tissue is not recyclable. 

• All candy wrappers are trash. 

• All decorative, colored, shiny or waxy coated paper plates & cups are trash. 
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COMPOSTING: 
 

Please compost as much as you can to reduce Becketwood trash. You will also save energy by not 

running your garbage disposal to dispose of organics. The composting bins are located by the elevators 

on the garage level for the convenience of our membership.  Members can also put their com posting in 

the main com posting collection dumpster under the large sign located by the garage level kitchen 

elevator .  
 

• Bags used for composting need to be compostable or paper bags. Recycling 

of paper bags is preferred but if you don't want to purchase compostable bags, you 

can use a paper bag or wrap your organic waste in newspapers.  Paper towels and 

facial tissues 

can absorb the liquid to prevent drips when transporting to the com posting bins or 

dumpster on the garage level. Becketwood pantry sells compostable bags as a 

convenience for our Members. "Plastic bags" are not compostable. 

• Paper plates and cups must be completely unlined or be BPI or Cedar Grove 
certified 

compostable. 

• Facial tissues can be composted because the heat in the process kills any 

germs.  Facial tissues cannot be recycled. If you do not compost facial tissues, please throw 

with your trash. 

• Pizza boxes are to be composed onlv when they are heavily soiled with 

grease and cheese. 

• Pizza boxes are to be recycled if they are clean. The goal is to recycle as many 

times as possible before composting. 

• Paper egg cartons and toilet paper/oaper  towel types of tubes are made of small 

fibers at the end of the recycling process. They cannot be recycled again, but they can be com 

posted. 
 

WASTE DISPOSAL ETIQUETIE 
 

• When you spill, clean up the spill. The condition of the recycling/waste rooms is the 

shared responsibility of all Becketwood Members who use the rooms. Please leave the 

rooms in such a condition that when a Member is giving a person on waiting list a tour 

of Becketwood, they will not be embarrassed when they show any of our 

recycling/waste rooms. 

• Use the door stop under the door to keep it open.  Do not stick the door stop in the 

hinge 

edge.  This pops the hinges, damaging the expensive fire door. 

• Close trash chute door completely. This helps control odors and rodents. 

 
Our staff cares for the maintenance: i.e. burned out lights, damage to walls and hinges and 

doors that don't close because of swelling. Staff also care for the cleanliness of exterior 

surfaces, i.e. walls, ceilings and floors. Please place a work order for anything 

needed . 
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DISPOSAL OF INK TANK CARTRIDES, LIGHT BULBS & BATTERIES 

Becketwood maintenance empties the garage level containers by the recycling dumpsters when 

they are full and arranges for our haulers to pick up as needed. If you see these containers 

need emptying, please notify maintenance 612/746-1007 if urgent or place a work order. This 

includes full trash or recycling dumpsters.  Maintenance will bring out an additional dumpster. 

 

Please never leave any waste of any kind on the garage floor. 
 

INK TANK CARTRIDGES: 
 

• Place ink tank cartridges in the labeled bucket. 
 

 
 
 

LIGHT BULBS: 
 

• Please throw incandescent light bulbs in the trash. If we don't throw them 

away, our staff has to sort them out before the recycling company picks them up. 

This task needlessly takes our staff away from their work. 

• Put all other light bulbs in the labeled container.  Keep the cover on the container.  

Bulbs 

that do not fit in the labeled container (i.e. 4 foot florescent light bulbs) need to be 

given directly to a maintenance employee. Call maintenance at 612/746-1015 to ask if 

they want to come to your apartment to pick up the bulb or if they want you to bring it 

to the shop and when. Please do not just leave a florescent bulb outside of the 

maintenance shop. If a florescent bulb breaks, maintenance will have a hazardous spill 

of mercury to clean up. 

 
 
 

BATTER IES: 
 

• All batteries are recyclable . Please do not throw alkaline batteries in the trash, they 

are to be recycled. 
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HAZARDOUS WASTE, ELECTRONICS & SMALL APPLIANCES 
 
Becketwood Members are responsible for the disposal of all of the above. 

 

Any questions are to be directed to: 

Becketwood Lead Maintenance Tech 

At 612/746-1007 

• PLEASE do not leave these items on the Take-it-or-leave-it-table or in the recycling or 

trash dumpster areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL ARTICLES AVAILABLE: 

>-  Plastic bag collection point in the recycling/waste rooms. 

>-  Article about removing name from magazine delivery lists. 

>-  Article compacting recycling. 

>-  Contact for recycling packing materials. 

>-  Recycle all fabric including soiled clothing. It is made into rags. Take to Goodwill or St. 

Vincent De Paul. 

>-  Link to other recycling, reuse companies. 


