
 
Board Column 

By Lily Ng, President 

 

On June 18, 2018, the 

Becketwood Board of Directors 

held their annual retreat.  

Board members brainstormed 

and engaged in honest, open 

discussions until we had 

covered all topics that had 

been raised.  We enjoyed the 

event so much that we decided 

to continue having mini board 

retreats during the upcoming 

year.   

 

Here is a summary of some 

important discussions: 
 

1. Policy and Procedure 

Issues: 

a.  The Board will consider 

issues pertaining to 

memorials on 

Becketwood grounds at a 

later date. 

b. Becketwood will 

continue our affiliation 

with the Senior 

Cooperative Foundation 

and the Board will send 

staff, Members and 

Board members to attend 

the annual Senior 

Housing Cooperative 

Conference. Directors 

Bob Flink and Bob Kirk 

will form a working 

group to study the issue 

of affiliation with 
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outside organizations 

whose missions may be 

similar to Becketwood’s 

mission.  

c. Chair Carol Bechtel will 

lead the Marketing 

Committee to study 

long-term leasing of 

Becketwood units and 

its impact on the 

cooperative.  

d. We discussed issues 

pertaining to the 

Becketwood Personnel 

Committee, staff job 

descriptions and exit 

interviews for staff 

members.  The present 

policy states that the 

Executive Committee of 

the Board, which 

consists of the 

president, vice 

president, treasurer and 

secretary, acts as the 

Personnel Committee.  

According to the 

agreement signed with 

Episcopal Homes 

Management Services, 

the executive manager 

may consult with the 

Personnel Committee on 

staff issues, but is not 

required to do so.   All 

job descriptions of the 

staff members are 

currently filed in the 

Library and are updated 

(Continued on page 2) 



Board Actions in June 

 

M/S/C to approve the Long-Term Non-

Member Occupancy Agreement for 

Lynda Cramer in Unit #173 with Laurel 

Haycock. 

 

M/S/C to not exercise the Board’s 

option to purchase Unit #406. 

 

M/S/C to not exercise the Board’s 

option to purchase Unit #121. 

 

M/S/C to not exercise the Board’s 

option to purchase Unit #427. 

 

M/C to approve the revised Art 

Committee Job Description. 

 

M/S/C to table the motion to approve 

the revised Interior Design Committee 

Job Description until the July meeting. 

 
 

The next Board meeting will be on  

Tuesday, July 24 ~ 1:30 p.m. 

Windsor Room 
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as necessary.  All employees 

who are leaving Becketwood are 

invited but not required to 

attend an exit interview.  After 

discussion, the Board felt that 

the existing policies work well 

and we will continue to abide by 

them. 

e. To maintain good 

communication with Members, 

the Board will provide periodic 

articles to the Becketwood Times 

about important and relevant 

policies.  

f. The Board unanimously 

approved a policy that 

Becketwood will no longer 

install or maintain garbage 

disposals in units.  The policy 

will be inserted into the 

Becketwood Policy Book with a 

board approval date of June 18, 

2018.  You can find an article 

explaining this policy on page 3.  
 

2. Board Directors’ Suggestions/

Comments: 

a. Is Becketwood a democracy? The 

general consensus was that 

Becketwood is a representative 

democracy.  The Board was 

elected to represent and to act 

on behalf of the Members and 

would be expected to carry out a 

prudent process of governance.   

b. Director Bob Kirk will take the 

lead to develop a survey of the 

membership on various issues. 

3. Executive Manager’s Concerns 

Building Maintenance:  How should 

staff handle non-emergency 

requests when Members or their 

families feel they are facing an 

emergency?  In some cases, these 

repeated requests could be owing 

to an age-related problem.  Try to 

maintain good communication with 

the families of Members 

experiencing memory issues.  
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Maybe the Member Services 

Coordinator can help contact 

family members.  

Boundaries between Staff and 

Members: How should staff 

respond if a Member goes directly 

to a staff person and requests that 

she/he resolve an issue within a 

certain amount of time?  One way 

to maintain boundaries between 

staff and Members could be to train 

staff to say “No” to unreasonable 

requests in a polite and caring way, 

and explain that supervisors need 

to be consulted.  Lily Ng will write 

an article for the Becketwood Times 

in the near future about respecting 

boundaries.  
 

4. Ombudsperson’s Report 

Ombudsperson David Liddle had 

received about a dozen contacts 

from Members since May.  He set 

up a log record for the contacts.  A 

notice about response time has 

been posted on the suggestion box. 
 

5. For the Future: 

a. Succession Issues: We discussed 

Board succession issues and 

staff succession issues. 

 Board Members will make a 

conscientious effort to 

recommend and recruit 

Members to be candidates for 

the Board election. 

The Executive Manager is 

developing plans for 

replacement of supervisory 

staff when needed. 

b. Amending Bylaws: clearing 

contradictions and increasing 

flexibility to provide for 

unusual circumstances.  Lily Ng 

will be talking with Duane Fike 

and others about forming a 

working group to address this 

issue. 

c. Think Tank:  Lily Ng distributed 

a preliminary proposal for the 
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The End of Garbage Disposals 

(Sigh) 

 

Yes, it’s true:  At its retreat on June 18, 

the Board passed a motion to 

discontinue the installation and 

support of garbage disposals in the 

units, effective immediately. 

 

Here’s why:  The Board took this action 

because of frequent maintenance 

issues with installed disposals, 

growing environmental concerns, and 

the major expenses associated with 

recent incidents that have caused 

damage to multiple units. 

 

What to do:  If you currently have a 

disposal in your unit, we encourage 

you to have it removed. To do so, just 

submit a work order to Maintenance as 

a “member request” and they will 

remove it for you at NO CHARGE. 

 

Or not do:  If you choose to keep your 

disposal, you will bear any future costs 

associated with repairs, removal, or 

damage to the building that may result 

from improper use or mechanical 

failure. The latter will likely be in the 

form of paying an insurance 

deductible. If a unit still has a disposal 

when it turns over, the disposal will be 

removed before the unit is offered for 

sale. 

 

What’s the alternative?  Instead of 

disposals, we suggest collecting your 

(Continued on page 4) 

initiation of a Becketwood Think 

Tank.  She asks for comments 

from the Board Members.  She 

will work with Bonnie Sample 

and Judith Maddux to draft a 

formal proposal for the Board to 

consider.  
 

Everyone: Please share with us your 



Look for  

“Becketwood Cooperative” 

Notes from 

Debbie 

By Debbie Richman 
 

July Quote: 

Patience is power. 

Patience is not an 

absence of action; 

rather it is “timing,” 

it waits on the right 

time to act, for the 

right principles and in the right way. 

Fulton J. Sheen 
 

As you can imagine, every day I 

continue to learn more about all of you 

at Becketwood and what your 

community needs and wants.  

However, with so many here, this is a 

long process.  I appreciate those of you 

that I have already met and look 

forward to continuing to meet others. 

 

As I hear about concerns, I am trying 

to investigate and report back as soon 

as I am able but there are some issues 

that take time, which I know can be 

frustrating.  As much as I would like to 

offer an immediate solution, that is not 

always possible as I need to consult 

with others in the community and 

perhaps even outside the community.  

I also try to distinguish those issues/

concerns that are truly urgent from 

those that perhaps could wait.  I am 

trying to do the best that I can as 

quickly as I can and will continue to 

move forward. 

 

Depending on the issue/concern, 

remember to utilize your 

Ombudsperson, David Liddle, as he 

may be able to offer additional insights 

or assist me in the problem solving. 

 

I want to offer a brief update on the 

bus.  As many of you are aware, we are 

experiencing some “growing pains” 

with the new bus and how it rides.  

This week, Deb Rodmyre and I met 
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Comment and Suggestion Box 
Convenience Center 

Please use the form and  

remember to sign your name. 

food waste in biodegradable bags and 

placing the bags in the compost bins 

located in the garage near the elevators 

or in the large green compost bin near 

the garage doors. There are detailed 

composting instructions posted on the 

bin and in the recycling/trash rooms 

on each floor. Please DO NOT leave 

fresh garbage in the recycling rooms 

nor put compost in the trash chutes. 

 

Another thought:  We also suggest 

purchasing an inexpensive screen filter 

for the drain in your kitchen sink to 

help prevent the build-up of food 

waste in the trap underneath the sink. 

Just transfer the contents of the filter 

to your compost bag and dispose of it 

with the rest of your food waste. 

 

Thank you in advance for your 

understanding and cooperation.  Please 

contact me or any member of the Board 

if you have questions. 

 

David Liddle, 

Board Vice President  

and Ombudsperson 

(Continued from page 3) 



Marketing News 

Maura, Kari, and Lynette 

 

 

 

Sales 

There were no closings in the month of 

June; however, there are two listings 

on the market with waiting list 

members who are in the midst of going 

through the approval process to make 

an offer.  Stay tuned! 

(Continued on page 6) 

Waiting List:  341 

with the company it was purchased 

from and our salesperson as well as a 

service technician.  We are working 

with them to get the identified issues 

fixed as soon as possible, and we 

apologize for the inconvenience.  The 

bus is completely safe to use while we 

get the issues resolved. 

 

If you have specific questions, I will do 

my best to answer them, but right now 

I am asking for your patience as we 

work to get the bus operating in the 

way we would all like. 

 

EMERGENCY! EMERGENCY! 

The show Emergency was one of my 

personal favorites back in the day.  But 

at a recent meeting, there was some 

discussion about whether or not 

Members know what to do in certain 

emergency situations.  In particular, 

what to do if there is a fire or severe 

weather.  This information can be 

found in your A to Z Manual but here is 

a reminder. 

 

If the fire alarm sounds: 

 STAY IN YOUR UNIT unless the 

source of smoke or fire is in your 

unit. 

 DO NOT CALL SECURITY to 

inquire about the situation, unless 

you have the actual emergency. 

 Security calls 911 when the fire 

alarm sounds. 

 The situation is ALL CLEAR when 

the fire alarm is turned off. 

 

If there is a weather emergency: 

(Thunderstorm OR Tornado 

WARNING): 

 Stay away from windows. Inside 

hallways and bathrooms are the 

best locations. 

 ALWAYS have a working flashlight 

and batteries on hand. 

 Consider having a battery phone 

charger for your cell phone and a 
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battery operated radio. 

 Have a three-day supply of non-

perishable food and liquid on 

hand. 

 

Two items that I want to repeat from 

my monthly update for good measure: 
 

1. Some areas of Becketwood can be 

safety concerns for Members. 

These include but are not limited 

to:  

 Units in the refurbishing process 

that are not your own,  

 maintenance work areas inside or 

outside,  

 the maintenance office in the 

garage. 

If there is signage posted outside a 

door that indicates a “construction 

zone” or “do not enter,” please 

abide by that request. 

 

2. Per the Becketwood Cooperative 

Policy Manual: “The use of any 

grill on decks/balconies or patios 

immediately adjacent to the 

building is not permitted for 

reasons of safety (potential for 

causing a fire), because it is a 

violation of city ordinances, and 

because smoke and odor can be a 

problem for other Members.” 



Member Services 

By Deb Rodmyre, LSW 

Member Services 

Coordinator 
 

Tech Volunteer 

Welcome Todd Gulliver as a tech 

volunteer.  If you are coordinating a 

program or speaker, he is available to 

assist with your speaker’s needs.  Give 

him a call to check his availability.  

Remember, staff member Rick can help 

with setting up programs during office 

hours. 

 

American Flag 

June is the month of Flag Day.  We 

hung a new flag on the flag pole near 

the Chapel.  It was donated by David 

McKay and belonged to his father, Milt 

Makiesky.  Thank you David! 
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Band Concert 

The annual outdoor Band Concert 

featuring the Bloomington Medalist 

Band is fast approaching.  It will be 

Wednesday, July 11
th

 at 7 pm.  This 

wonderful 70-piece band is always a 

delight and I’m sure this year will be 

no exception.  The music starts at 7 pm 

in the parking lot near the Member 

gardens.  Waiting List Members and the 

surrounding neighborhood are all 

invited, so feel free to bring your 

family and friends!  There will be 

chairs set up, but bring your own lawn 

chairs or blanket if you’re able, and 

enjoy the view from the hill.  

Lemonade will be served and Wally O. 

Wonka with Leprechaun’s Dreamcycle 

will be on hand once again selling ice 

cream treats and making his whimsical 

balloon animals for kids of all ages.  

 

National Night Out 

National Night Out is coming up on 

Tuesday, August 7.  As is our 

tradition, there will be a contingent of 

Becketwood Members walking the 

neighborhood together and visiting the 

surrounding block parties.  Come join 

us, greet your neighbors and be an 

ambassador for Becketwood.  The kids 

and adults alike greet us 

enthusiastically!  We gather at 6:45 pm 

in the Solarium, stroll through the 

neighborhoods and then return to 

Becketwood to enjoy a light snack 

together.  The sign-up will be on the 

ledge.  

 

Calling creative people! 

We know you’re out there!  We need 

creative sign-makers to help us arrive 

in style at the National Night Out block 

parties.  Signs to announce who we are 

will help our neighbors recognize us as 

we “crash” their parties.  This is a very 

fun way to serve the community!  If 

you’re interested, please see Kari in 

Marketing.  

(Continued from page 5) 
 

We are still looking for images or 

artwork for Becketwood note cards.  

Would you like to create an image 

featuring Becketwood or the gardens or 

grounds?  It could be a painting, 

watercolor, drawing or photograph.  

Please submit your images or ideas to 

Kari in the Marketing Department. 

 

Homeowner’s Insurance 

According to the Bylaws, all Members 

are required to maintain insurance on 

their unit while living at Becketwood.  

This is commonly known as an HO-6 

policy.  This insurance is essential to 

protect both you and Becketwood in 

the event of a claim.  If you are not 

sure if we have a copy in your unit file, 

please stop by and we will check for 

you.  Better yet, just drop off a current 

copy or have your insurance agent 

email a copy to Maura Kolars at 

mkolars@becketwood.com.  Thank you 

for your help. 

mailto:mkolars@becketwood.com


Birthday Celebration 

Nancy and Marvin McNeff are hosting 

harpist Trudy Harper in honor of 

Marvin’s 77
th

 birthday!  Trudy will be 

playing her harp right outside the West 

Dining Room between 5 and 7 pm on 

Friday, July 13.  If you would like to 

dine to harp music be sure to sign up 

for dinner that evening.  Happy 

Birthday, Marvin! 

 

Did You Know? 

There is a fun class available to those 

diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease.  

The exercise classes start in October at 

Tapestry Folkdance Center in 

Minneapolis.  Classes will take place on 

Tuesdays from 9:30-10:30 am.  For 

more information, please see the 

posting on the north board or call Mary 

Theresa Downing at 612-799-4202. 

 

A Church Bulletin Blooper 

The pastor would appreciate it if the 

ladies of the congregation would lend 

their electric girdles for the pancake 

breakfast next Sunday. 

 

Paper Shredding 

I have put a sign-up sheet on the ledge 

to see if we can get enough people 

interested in having a shredding event 

in the parking lot.  Please sign up if 

you would benefit from this service.  

We would bill you on your monthly 

statement if you participate. 

What’s Cookin’ 

 

After getting a couple 

months under my belt 

here at Becketwood I 

am excited to be 

writing my inaugural 

Becketwood Times article.  First, I 

would like to thank everyone for the 

kind words and support as our kitchen 

team gets acclimated to the 

surroundings.  We are definitely 

having a good time and have enjoyed 

meeting new people. 

 

In an effort to keep everyone at 

Becketwood safe and to keep our 

kitchen in compliance with state health 

codes, I would like to ask the Members 

and staff to refrain from walking into 

the kitchen through the galley doors by 

the East and West Dining Rooms.  

Please use the door to the Catering 

Office in the north hallway.  We have 

installed a door that has a window and 

have hung a mail box to use if you 

need to leave me a note.  I am also 

going to set aside some hours during 

the week if you would like to talk to me 

in person.  Those hours are as follows: 
 

Mondays:  2 — 4 pm 

Tuesdays: 10 am — 12 pm 
 

If you would like to make an 

appointment during one of these 

times, please e-mail me at 

blenzmeier@becketwood.com or stop 

by and knock on the catering office 

door during those times. 

 

In other news, it appears as though 

everyone is enjoying the sandwich 

selections that we have been supplying 

in the pantry.  We will continue to keep 

that stocked with different varieties on 

a daily basis while supplies last. 

 

Be on the lookout for a newly designed 

Food Service Menu format to reach you 

in July! 

 

Starting Friday, July 27, I will be 

conducting a tour of the kitchen on the 

fourth Friday of every month.  If you 

are interested in taking a behind-the-

scenes look at our kitchen please sign 

up on the ledge.  We will take the first 

12 people to sign up. 

 

Chef Brandon 
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Maintenance 

Corner  

 

It has been a warmer 

summer than last year.  

The boiler hasn’t been on in almost 

four weeks.  We have already had many 

90 degree days and lots of rain for the 

vegetation and still more.  

 

Window washing will begin the first 

week of August with the possibility of 

weather delaying a day or two.  Forms 

will be available in the Convenience 

Center to sign up for screen and/or 

interior window washing.  Put the 

completed form in the Maintenance 

work order basket.  More information 

is on page 9. 

 

We are hoping for some dry days for 

doing exterior repairs and painting 

some of the iron railings. 

 

New sump pumps were installed about 

the same time the garage was cleaned.  

They seem to be very efficient — we 

thought the hour meters weren’t 

working, but the last big rain was 

enough to cause the sumps to run long 

enough to register time on the meters. 

 

Many of us have forgotten that the 

locks on the north, west, and south 

gates were not rekeyed with the rest of 

the exterior locks.  The gate locks are 

still keyed to the interior common key. 

 

A quick reminder:  Please use less 

detergent in the laundry machines, 

especially the front loaders. 

 

Have a great July! 

 

Maintenance 

Brandt, Larry, Rick, David, and Andy 

Comcast Help Desk 

You, as the account holder, must be 

present (on the phone) to address any 

billing issues, service changes, or 

technical issues.  Although the Help 

Desk number is the same, (855) 307-

4896, their new team has been 

bolstered with additional technical 

resources to serve you.  You should 

now identify yourself as a 

Becketwood Platinum Support 

Customer.  Help Desk support is free 

of charge. 
 

If your problem cannot be resolved 

over the phone there are additional 

options.  Comcast will send out a 

technician to help resolve your 

problem.  However, if they determine 

the fault IS NOT with their 

equipment (i.e. their Modem, Cable 

Box, or HDMI cable) then the call will 

be billable to you.  If you would like 

to avoid the billing uncertainty, 

submit a Service Request to 

Maintenance and they will advise you 

on alternatives before having Comcast 

come on site. 
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Save the Date 

Tuesday, August 7 

 

Meet your neighbors 

Sign up on the ledge. 
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Reminders: 

  

 Don’t open emails from someone 

you do not know or trust.  If it 

seems fishy, it probably is. 

 Avoid sending any sensitive infor-

mation over email. 

  NEVER open an attachment within 

an email from a company or per-

son you don’t know (or that you 

were not expecting). If you know 

the person — consider asking 

them if they sent you something 

first.  Attachments can contain 

viruses that can seriously damage 

your computer.  If you do know 

the person BUT are not expecting 

a document from them — call 

them BEFORE opening it just to be 

sure. 

 Never reply to or click on links 

inside SPAM emails. 

 Use a SPAM filter. 

 Use antivirus software. 

 Remember to log out/sign out — 

especially if using a public com-

puter. 

 Change your passwords fre-

quently and don’t share them 

with anyone. 

 Avoid unsolicited bulk mail — 

don’t give your email address to 

sites you don’t trust.  If buying 

something online — consider us-

ing an alternate email. 

 If you continue to have issues — 

seek professional help.  A re-

source list is available if you need 

it.  Just stop by the office. 
  

Tips for email safety, Century Link 

Window Washing Reminder for 

Members 

 

Exterior window washing will begin the 

first week of August.  It is helpful to 

unlock your screens:  lift the latch 

handle (on the sides of the screen about 

four inches from the bottom).  Unlock 

ONLY the right-hand latch.  The window 

washers will take it from there.  After 

the cleaning and the screens have been 

reinstalled, the screen locks should be 

checked and relocked as needed.  

Members who would like assistance 

with the screen latches should put in a 

work order and maintenance or other 

staff will assist at the appropriate time. 

 

We attempt to notify every unit the day 

before the window washing.  We 

apologize in advance if for some reason 

we miss contacting you.  We ask you to 

observe where the big lift is during the 

day; remember, many of the washers 

are on ladders. 

 

During the second week of July, the 

signup sheets for screen washing and 

interior window washing will be placed 

in the Convenience Center.  If you have 

questions, contact maintenance staff or 

Brandt. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation.  I am 

sure the project will run as smoothly as 

in previous years. 

 

Brandt 

Maintenance 



In Remembrance 
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Synneva (Sindy) 

and Wayne 

Tellekson moved to 

Becketwood in 

August, 2009, 

becoming active 

Members of this 

community.  Sindy 

died at home in 

Becketwood, Sunday, June 17, 2018. 

 

Sindy was born May 14, 1935, in Green 

Bay, Wisconsin, and grew up there.  She 

graduated Cum Laude from St. Olaf, 

College, 1957, and went on to teach 

social studies in Neenah, Wisconsin, 

and Ramsey High School, St. Paul. 

 

Sindy and Wayne met at a Bible camp.  

They married in 1960.  They have two 

daughters, a son, and three 

grandchildren.   

 

Sindy served as a minister’s wife in 

five pastorates of Wayne’s in Illinois 

and Minnesota, frequently enjoying 

singing in the church choirs.  Sindy 

and Wayne spent eighteen months as 

volunteer teachers in Tanzania, where 

Sindy taught English. 

 

The Telleksons traveled extensively in 

many countries.  They enjoyed 

vacations attending Elderhostels, 

visiting Holden Village, canoeing in the 

BWCA, skiing, and biking.  Sindy and 

Wayne also volunteered as servers for 

Loaves and Fishes, and participated in 

Ecumenical Crop Walks for world 

hunger. 

 

In her years at Becketwood, Sindy 

served on various committees, 

continued her love of sewing, reading, 

baking, gardening, and taking walks in 

this beautiful area of Minneapolis.  

 

Sindy’s service of ‘going home to God‘ 

at Grace University Lutheran Church, 

June 23, 2018, reflected the powerful 

testament to the faith, love, and beauty 

of Wayne and Synneva’s life together, 

beloved and devoted to each other.  

Becketwood is thankful for having 

known Sindy as a friend during her 

years here with Wayne. 

 

Stephanie Gordon 

Two Poems by Neal Luebke 

 

The Difference 
 

I sat beside the sun-lit sea 

and watched the waves break on the shore. 

Each one breathed in and out again, 

and then, alas, was heard no more. 

And so it is with life, we think, 

one breath in this eternity. 

But we are wrong, we have forgot 

that with us there is memory. 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Soaring 
 

Like bird flight 

swift and silent toward the distant dawn, 

the soul takes wing to soar 

straight to the sun. 

Life may last no longer than the 

fluff of dandelion in the infinity of time, 

but who would deny the beauty  

of each day well lived, 

or the glory of the love we give to 

one another with just one touch, 

one smile, which tempers the soul 

and prepares it for that flight in time. 
 

Eternity 

and our soul cycles to the new, 

swift and silent toward the distant dawn. 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I gave Wayne Tellekson permission to 

have these two poems read at Sindy’s 

funeral service.  Many Becketwoodians 

asked for copies.  The permission to use 

the poems is conditional upon including 

my name. 

   Neal Luebke 



Becketwood  

Committee News 

Excursion  

Committee  

 

There are great 

opportunities for 

getting outdoors this summer. 

 

Excursions on the water include the 

following: 

On Saturday, July 7 we will cruise Lake 

Minnetonka on the Streetcar Boat.  We 

depart at 10:30 am.  On Monday, 

July 23 we will take the Magnolia 

Blossom down the Minnesota River.  We 

depart at 12:30 p.m.  Sign up on the 

ledge.  On Monday, August 6 we will 

take the Padelford Riverboat cruise on 

the Mississippi River.  Watch for the 

sign-up sheet on the ledge. 

 

Check page 27 of the newsletter for 

more planned excursions. 

 

We are waiting to hear from the Jungle 

Theater about possible dates for the 

2018/19 season. 

 

Let the committee know about your 

ideas for excursions…we will try. 

 

Mickey Monsen, Chair 

Program Committee  

 

July is the height of 

summer and provides 

some very entertaining 

and informational 

programs.  

 

Our traditional outdoor band concert 

with the Medalist Concert Band takes 

place in the Chapel parking lot from 7-

9 pm on Wednesday, July 11. Although 

this is a Marketing Committee program, 

we encourage all Members to volunteer 

in some capacity to help with this 

popular event.  

 

On Friday, July 13 we'll see the return 

of Trudy Harper to celebrate Marvin 

McNeff's birthday during dinner from 5 

to 7 pm.  Of course she'll be playing 

her harp. A very interesting speaker 

comes on Wednesday, July 18.  NASA  

scientist George Withbroe poses the 

question "Are we alone?"  A violin, cello 

and oboe trio entertain on Wednesday, 

July 25.  Rounding out the month, on 

Thursday, July 26th, Don Ostrom, 

retired political science professor, will 

provide a preview and analysis of our 

2018 elections. 

 

Many of you enjoyed our recent 

program on the Mississippi Gorge 

Regional Park Master Plan presented by 

Ellen Kennedy from the park board.  Her 

contact information is: 

ekennedy@minneapolisparks.org. 

The website is 

www.minneapolisparks.org/

currentprojects. 

 

Come and enjoy our programs and your 

summer. 

 

David McKay, Co-chair 

Coming Attractions 

 

Friday, August 3 

TPT Studio Tour & Lunch 

 

Monday, August 6 

Paddelford Riverboat 

 

Thursday, August 9 

Evangeline Werger, Piano 
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Communications 

Update 

 

East Meets West 

A highlight of the 

summer is when East meets West at the 

Annual Becketwood Ice Cream Social.  

Save the date, Tuesday, July 17, at 

2 pm.  Meet on the North Patio, pay the 

cashier $3.00, and then prepare a 

delicious sundae with all the toppings.  

Socialize under the trees in a beautiful 

setting.  As usual, an amazing door 

prize will be awarded.  In case of rain, 

we’ll meet in the Wellington Room. 

PLAN TO JOIN US. 

 

More About Bulletin Board Postings 

Additions have been made to the Policy 

for Posting Notices on Becketwood 

Bulletin Boards.  Here are some 

reminders. 

 

1. Notices of estate sales can be 

posted in two places:  on the 

easels (size 8 1/2  x 11 inch 

paper) and the North Bulletin 

Board under Personal Notices 

(size 5 x 7 inch paper).  Please 

note the smaller size for the 

North Bulletin Board.  Turn your 

notices in to the office and the 

bulletin board team will post 

them. 

 

2. Easel postings should be placed 

two or three days prior to the 

event. 

 

3. Material for the bulletin boards 

should be turned in to the office 

no later than two weeks prior 

to the event being advertised. 

 

Phyllis Kromer, Chair 

What’s for Dinner?  

 

The question arises daily 

and each person now has 

many choices and ways 

to find a tasty meal.  Here are a few 

suggestions: 

 

 Ordering “room service” from the 

Wellington is now possible when 

there is meal service. There is no 

requirement for you to be ill or 

recovering.  Just call:  746-1010. 

 

 Visit the pantry, where you will 

find a variety of frozen, healthy 

Lean Cuisine dinners and items 

from the kitchen including 

sandwiches and soup or other 

options. 

 

 Order food to be delivered from 

restaurants that sound appealing.  

Most now have delivery service 

via services such as the Bite 

Squad or their own delivery 

teams. 

 

 One can order Groceries from 

Lunds & Byerlys over the phone 

by calling 952-548-1400 Monday 

through Friday from 9 am to 

1 pm. 

 

 Cub delivers.  Call 952-929-9330 

for more information. 

 

Lorene Liddle 



Pantry Committee 

 

You have probably heard 

the rumor that changes 

are coming to the pantry!!  

Yes, but the Pantry will 

continue to be stocked as a 

convenience to Members.  These past 

months have seen a dramatic increase 

in the ability to easily order groceries 

either online or by phone.  As a result, 

demands for certain items in the 

pantry have diminished.  We are 

monitoring that carefully and will be 

making changes in our inventory.  

Dairy items that expire need to be 

removed, making ordering very 

challenging.   Double wrapping is 

required to keep bread fresh.  We will 

do our best to hit the “sweet spot” of 

just right inventory. 

 

For now, look for: 

     CHANGES: 

 A slight increase in prices as 

grocery costs rise.  We’ll try to 

keep items more evenly priced 

to avoid slight increases/

decreases. 

 Some brands may change as we 

order from Lunds & Byerlys. 

 

     REMAINING THE SAME: 

 Charge slips will remain the 

same; please remember the 

pantry operates on the honor 

system! 

 We will continue to stock items 

in these categories:  dairy, 

frozen treats, bread, sweets, 

snacks, basic household needs, 

food waste bags, soda pop, 

some juices, frozen Lean 

Cuisine dinners and canned 

soup.  The kitchen will 

continue to provide leftover 

items for purchase. 

 A reminder that folks should 

limit their purchases to their 

immediate need...not stock up!  

For example, no sales of 

cartons of pop, only single 

cans. 

 

Pantry service requires many people-

hours to maintain.  Please offer thanks 

to anyone who volunteers in that area…

they do great work and are much 

appreciated! 

 

Lorene Liddle, #363 

Pantry Chair 

Pantry Changes 

 

Times change.  Tastes change.  

Customers move out, new customers 

move in.  Vendors change. Items that 

used to fly off the shelves now sit 

neglected.  Many grocery services now 

deliver to your apartment.  

 

There have been lots of gradual 

changes in the Pantry since I have 

chaired it the over the past several 

years.  Now we are in for big changes.  

I have enjoyed my time with the 

dedicated Pantry volunteers, but now 

will be spending more time working in 

the flower beds around the building.    

Lorene Liddle will be taking over as 

Chair.  She and the Pantry teams will 

be updating the concept of how to best 

serve the membership. 

 

Helen Grant 
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Choir News 

 

“Singing with a community 

group (one with no 

auditions or high-pressure 

performances) increased 

happiness and aided recovery from 

mental health problems, says a recent 

U.K. study.  When researchers 

interviewed participants in weekly 

singing workshops, the amateur 

vocalists reported that feelings of 

belonging, well-being, and confidence 

rose after each workshop—and stayed 

higher for up to a day.  Sing to get 

happy!” ( Source: Medical Humanities, 

Dec. 21, 2017) 

 

So, if you are ready to take your 

singing out of the shower, here are 

three options for Becketwood Members 

to consider. 

 

1)  Sing with the Becketwood choir!  

We’re on summer break right now, but 

when we resume Thursday evening 

rehearsals in mid-September we 

promise to welcome you with open 

arms!  No audition needed, just a love 

of singing and the ability to carry a 

tune.  Please join us!  Questions?  Call 

me (612-455-9293). 

 

2) Open Sings at Epiphany!  On three 

Wednesday evenings in July, singers 

and instrumentalists join to rehearse 

and perform a major work (plus 

support a community charity).  (7/11: 

Handel Messiah;  7/18: Mozart 

Requiem;  7/25: Brahms Requiem)  

Check our north bulletin board for 

details. 

 

3) Giving Voice Chorus!  MacPhail 

Center of Music’s joyful, unique choral 

experience is for people living with 

Alzheimer’s and their care partners.  

(For more information, call 612-321-

0100 or visit macphail.org) 

A Tour of the 

Kitchen      

Friday Morning 

10 to 10:30 am 

July 27, 2018 

 

On the fourth 

Friday of each 

month beginning 

on July 27th, at  

10 am, we will be offering tours of the 

kitchen.  Join Chef Brandon as he takes 

you behind the scenes to show you 

what happens to your order, before it 

arrives steaming hot (or cold) to your 

table.  

 

The tours will showcase our new 

kitchen equipment, the newly created 

stainless steel dishwashing area, 

changes to the galley and the catering 

office, and explain the need to be 

mindful of State Codes and 

Regulations.    

 

Look for the sign-up sheets on the 

ledge and choose a tour date that 

works for you.  We have room for 12 

Members per tour.            

                           

Bon Appetit!  Judith Maddux 
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You are invited… 
 

Coffee Chat with  
Executive Manager, 

Debbie Richman 
 

Every 4
th
 Monday during the summer 

June 25, July 23 and August 27  
2-3 pm in the Coffee Shop 

 

This is an opportunity to meet, chat and get 

to know each other. 
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“Lift every voice and sing." 

 

Peace,  

Jean Geissler, Director 

Chapel Committee 

 

The Chapel Committee 

elected officers for the 

next year:  Chair – 

Wayne Tellekson; 

Treasurer – Don Besser; Secretary – 

Lois Dahlquist.  We renewed the 

“contract” with Jean Geissler to be 

choir director for the next two years.  

We also welcomed Sue DeVries as a 

member of the committee  

 

Vespers schedule for July:   

 4
th

  No service;  

11
th

  Bill Cavenaugh;  

18
th

  Debbie Richman;  

25
th

  Ruth Gaylord.   

 

In August there will be no worship 

leaders, but each Wednesday will 

provide a time for meditation and 

prayer – some with music.   

 

Wayne Tellekson, Chair 

Becketwood  

Art News 

 

Our artist for the July 

exhibit is Alice Benjamin 

Boudreau, who is 

delighted to be back with another 

display of her paintings.  Last year she 

showed paintings from her Spectrum 

series based on quilts and landscapes, 

which were done in a studio from 

figures in costume or objects arranged 

according to her love of line, color, and 

rhythm.  She has painted since pre-

school and continues to stay young by 

doing it now in her Walker Place 

apartment.  Her studies include 

Wellesley College, the University of 

Minnesota, and the San Francisco Art 

Institute.  She has a Master's degree in 

Art Education from the State University 

of New York at New Paltz.  She also 

taught at a variety of places and levels 

and continued taking workshops in 

Florida, North Carolina, New Mexico, 

and her home state of Minnesota.  

Happily, there have been awards along 

the way and inclusion in “Who's Who” 

in American Art. 

 

We welcome her back, and she hopes 

you enjoy this new series of paintings. 

 

A Paint and Sip class was scheduled for 

June 21 and we hope to have a new 

exhibit from Becketwod Members in 

the Underground Gallery in July.  Look 

for it. 

 

Bonnie Porte 

Art Committee Co-chair 

Have you read the latest blog 

 on the Becketwood website? 

 

It changes often!  Go to 

becketwood.com. 

 

See Carol Masters to submit  

your own blog or idea: 

cmasters@bitstream.net 

or drop in #474 mailbox. 
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Landscape and 

Gardens Committee 

 

Mid-summer Memo from 

the Gardens 

Have you been down to 

Kensington Patio lately?  If not, check 

out the lovely new (and very solid) 

planter boxes.  Thanks go to Joel 

Mortensen, Steve Schuller, and Mark 

Young for building the boxes — and 

thanks to the entire workshop crew for 

contributing significantly toward the 

cost.  And that was just the beginning.  

There were many more steps with 

improvements to be made and great 

ideas to solve wrinkles in the plan.  

Boxes were moved into the garage for 

staining to protect them from the rain.  

Helen Grant, Nancy Christen, Steve 

Schuller, Todd Gulliver, Ken Johnson, 

and Jackie Hill took on the staining 

duties.  Then the boxes were moved 

out to the patio and finished with 

protective liners, then new dirt and 

new plants.  Enjoy them on your next 

visit. 

 

And have you seen the map of our 

Common Gardens on the ledge by the 

Wellington Room?  Members 

contributing their time and talent are 

listed on the Stewards, Weeders/

Waterers, and the Muscle crew lists.  

Without those folks, we wouldn’t have 

the amazing gardens that look so great.  

You are always welcome to join us.  At 

the June meeting, to ensure that we are 

caring for our gardens responsibly and 

addressing concerns of Members 

regarding weed management, we are 

beginning a process to assess any weed 

problems and resolve them first with 

manpower, then on a case by case 

basis, using the least toxic but most 

effective solution to the problem.  The 

policy at Becketwood is to minimize 

the use of pesticides and we take that 

very seriously.  Every garden is 

different and may need special 

considerations.  For example, if there 

is a garden with landscape rock, it may 

require either rock removal or a low-

toxic herbicide safely applied. 

 

Important Member Garden News 

Head’s up Member gardeners!  The 

Member Gardens team is in the process 

of cleaning out the storage bins behind 

the member garden shed.  All materials 

have been removed from the bins and 

have been placed on the ground for 

ease in examination.  If any of these 

items (tomato cages, peony cages, 

metal stakes, wood stakes, chicken 

wire, hardware cloth, clay pots, etc.) 

belong to you and are items that you 

would like to use in your gardening 

future, put your name on each item 

that you plan to keep.  In early July, 

materials that are not claimed – e.g. 

have no member gardener name 

attached to them – are likely to be 

recycled.  Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 

Enjoy the season! 

 

Bonnie Sample and Jackie Hill for 

Question of the Month 
 

Are there special  laundry 

room hours? 

 

Yes!  The laundry rooms are available 

between the hours of 7 am and 

10 pm.  Thanks for respecting these 

hours of operation.  Neighbors 

residing around the laundry rooms 

certainly appreciate that! 



GREEN TIPS 

 

Farmer’s Markets are open! 
Yes, it’s that time of year for fresh 

produce.  Many farmer’s markets 

are open in the Twin Cities.  St. 

Paul’s weekend market in 

Lowertown allows only local 

growers.  For a complete list see 

either website below. 

 

mplsfarmersmarket.com 

stpaulfarmersmarket.org 

 

Plastic, plastic, everywhere... 

 

Many of you saw the news about a 

whale who died after eating plastic 

bags.  This is a common fate for 

ocean animals, from krill to 

dolphins.  How do we stop this 

from happening?  Here are some 

ideas. 

 

Bring a bag when you walk and 

pick up plastic trash.  Otherwise 

this trash ends up in the river. 

 

Make sure your plastics get 

recycled properly. 

www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/solid-

waste/recycling/Food-Beverage-

Container-Recycling 

 

Put non-recyclable plastic in a 

trash bag that will be tightly 

closed so nothing blows away 

during trash pick-up. 

 

If you are thinking of buying 

something made of or wrapped in 

plastic, ask yourself if you really 

need it.  Use your purchasing 

power to change things. 
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Change in Plastic Bag Recycling 

at Becketwood 

 

Here we go again with those pesky 

plastic bags.  Starting August 1, plastic 

bags for recycling will no longer be 

collected in the individual recycling 

rooms on each floor.  You are 

encouraged to take them to any grocery 

store or retailer that collects them — 

and your Becketwood recyclers would 

appreciate that.   

 

However, we will have specially marked 

bins in the garage level near the large 

recycling bins for them as well.  DO 

NOT PUT THEM IN THE LARGE 

RECYCLING BINS!  Although plastic bags 

are recyclable, they cannot go in with 

the general recycling.  They cause 

havoc at the recycling facility by 

wrapping around the gears of the 

machines, causing hours of shutdown 

to remove them.  So, please recycle 

them properly. 

 

Things to remember about recycling 

plastic bags: 
 

 They must be Clean and Dry 

 You should be able to stretch 

them — if they don’t stretch, put 

them in the trash 

 No ziplock bags 

 No frozen food bags 

 Pop the air from those chains of 

bags that you may receive as 

packing material 

 Plastic wrap from paper or 

beverage products are OK — any 

other wrap is trash 
 

Thank you for helping us to have a 

properly sorted, clean recycling 

stream.  And thanks for recycling. 

 

Mary Ahler 
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Member Workshop 

 

The Member workshop in 

the basement is really 

many places.  First and 

foremost it is where we 

keep the majority of the 

community’s tools, which anyone can 

borrow anytime.  Please use the sign-

out form which is right inside the door. 

Fill out a slip and leave it there.  When 

you return the tool, remember to move 

your slip to the returned box.  This 

system works most of the time.  But 

when a tool goes missing and there is 

no slip, we consider buying a 

replacement.  Too often the missing 

tool magically shows up, and then we 

have duplicates.  Right now, for 

example, we are missing two large 

spring-loaded clamps, chrome with 

black plastic coverings on the tips and 

handles.  They left without being 

signed out and have been gone a good 

while now.  There are many tasks that 

would be made easier if we had them 

back.  A two-year analysis of those 

checkout records indicated that 

Becketwood is a very holey place – the 

tool most often checked out was a 

cordless drill! 

 

There are, of course, many tools which 

don’t leave the shop.  All of us should 

have signed a liability waiver releasing 

Becketwood from responsibility if you 

hurt yourself while working with any 

of the power tools.  If you want access 

to these tools, check in with Robin, 

who will issue you a key to the shop if 

you have a liability waiver on file.  We 

have manuals for every tool, and every 

manual has a section on proper and 

safe use of that tool  (That’s the part of 

the manual most of us skip over, 

unfortunately).  We also have Members 

who are familiar with the operation of 

the tools and are willing to teach or 

instruct.  Call any of the Workshop 

Committee members and they will 

guide you to an appropriate person. 

 

We also have limited storage space in 

cupboards designed to hold personal 

items that you may be working on as 

well as tools that you are not yet 

willing to donate to the shop.  We’d like 

to think that those who have a 

cupboard are active users of the shop. 

 

Another function of the workshop is 

repair of Members’ things.  Do you 

have a wobbly chair?  Bring it down to 

be re-glued.  Need a stand for shoes in 

your closet?  Let us build you one.  

Jewelry fixed, picture frames built or 

repaired, furniture refinishing, and 

more are the things we like to do.  

Come down between 10 and 11 any 

week day and we’ll fix it if we can.  

Sometimes we do say no and 

sometimes we say that it’s time to let 

go and visit the dumpster.  That 10 to 

11 am time slot is also a time you can 

come to the workshop and join us for 

coffee, yet another function of that 

space. 

 

We just held what seems to be an 

annual affair, a committee meeting.  We 

affirmed that, as for any MAC 

committee, membership is open to any 

who wish to join.  We do have a job 

description for committee members 

(current and potential) that an ad hoc 

group will be working to possibly 

revise.  Currently it states that 

Members will demonstrate a 

willingness to help out with the variety 

of missions we have been given in the 

space allocated on the map here at 

Becketwood.  It may not necessarily be 

coveted space, but should certainly be 

for the betterment of our community. 

 

Joel Mortensen 



Notes from the  

Tech Hub 

 

Another Winner 

Ever wonder how the 

Tech Hub manages to 

write columns month 

after month and just knock 'em out of 

the park?  We do too!  Since this is 

summer, we are going to revisit some 

oldies but goodies.  Here goes the 

first one, from November 2016, on 

the necessity of rebooting your 

computer.  In Cranky Toddlers, we 

compared a computer that has been 

left on too long to a toddler in the 

same condition: 
 

There he or she is, the cute little tyke, 

so active, running all around, so busy, 

jabbering away.  What a busy little 

bee!  Just adorable.  And then, and 

then, a monster appears before your 

very eyes: the cranky toddler.  The 

cranky toddler has a mind of his or 

her own.  Suddenly, you have a 

rebellion on your hands.  The toddler 

does what he or she wants to do, 

misbehaves, drives you to distraction.  

And you think to yourself, life would 

be so much easier if that kid would 

just take a nap! 

 

You might have a cranky toddler in 

your home right now.  It is your 

computer, over-taxed and over-tired 

and in need of sleep.  Computers, like 

toddlers, can get over-tired "mentally" 

if active for too long.  It can be 

humming along just fine and 

suddenly begins to misbehave.  It is 

slow or unresponsive.  All that might 

be wrong is that its little brain is a tad 

too full.  We won't bore you with any 

technical terms, but your computer's 

performance will benefit by being 

turned off once in awhile. 

 

What can go wrong if you never give it 

a nap?  Your keyboard won't work on 

your laptop.  Not.  One.  Single.  Key. 

(Ask us how we know about that one.) 

Or your computer works so slowly, it 

might as well be frozen.  

 

Before you give your computer a rest, 

you will need to end all active 

programs.  Save your work before 

closing programs such as word 

processing.  If you are on the internet 

a lot, you might have many windows 

open in your browser.  Check your 

browser (Safari, Chrome, Firefox, 

Internet Explorer, etc).  Close all open 

windows.  Check to make sure you 

know your login password (always 

keep copies of your passwords written 

down on paper so this won't be a 

worry).  

 

Now shut down your computer.  How 

do you do that?  Closing the lid on 

your laptop will not do it.  On a 

Windows 10 computer, click on the 

Windows icon   at the bottom left 

of your screen. A window will pop up. 

Click on the "power" icon .  On a 

Mac, click on the Apple icon and 

select Shut down.  If none of the keys 

on your keyboard work, you will just 

have to hit the power button on the 

keyboard.  Hint:  you need to use your 

finger to hit the power button, not 

your mouse.  We know, you were 

always told never hit the power button 

while the computer is operating, but in 

this case, you just gotta do it.  Wait 

about fifteen seconds before restarting 

your computer (using your finger on 

the power button again).  If you used 

the actual power button on your 

computer (as opposed to the power 

(Continued on page 20) 
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NEW IN THE LIBRARY 

FICTION  
 

SINCE WE FELL by Dennis Lehane 

follows Rachel Childs, a former 

journalist who, after an on-air mental 

breakdown, now lives as a virtual shut-

in with her loving husband.  A chance 

encounter on a rainy afternoon 

shatters her hard-won recovery and 

leads her into a conspiracy that 

threatens everything she cherishes.  

This is an exciting novel of 

psychological insight and tension. 

 

THE OVERSTORY by Richard Powers.  

This novel is a major work by a 

National Book Award Winner and a 

great read.  It begins as a series of 

short narratives about children and 

their love of trees and culminates in an 

adventure story in which as adults they 

fight for the lives of redwoods in the 

Timber Wars of the 1990s.  It ends just 

beyond today as global warming 

tightens its grip on the world.  

 

THE LEAVERS by Lisa Ko.  When Polly 

Guo, an undocumented Chinese 

immigrant, fails to return from work, 

her eleven-year-old son is left behind 

with friends, wondering where his 

mother is.  Eventually adopted by a 

white couple, he has persistent identity 

problems.  The focus later shifts to 

Polly and the location to China, 

revealing her history and her motives.  

It’s a gripping and timely story, 

confronting issues of immigration, 

race, and adoption.   

 

MYSTERY 
 

THE DRY by Jane Harper.  A terrible 

crime in the parched Australian 

Outback brings policeman Aaron Falk 

back to the town that drove him and 

his father away 20 years earlier after 

the death of a local girl.  His 
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icon on your screen), it might take a 

little longer than usual to boot up but 

it will boot up. 

 

Your computer will thank you for the 

effort. 

 

Carol Delak and Katherine Richardson 

Tech Hub Volunteers 

(Continued from page 19) 

Library Committee 

News 

 

Two books that our Library 

owns have been mentioned 

at recent programs.  At 

Vespers, Susan McKinley 

spoke on aging and quoted 

from a book which she highly 

recommends.  It is The Gift of Years by 

Joan Chittister, non-fiction,  number 

248 C. 

 

Americanah, a novel by Chimamanda 

Ngozi Adichie, is a story of conflicts of 

love and race in Nigeria and America.  

It is listed in the program from the 

Jungle Theater play about Billie 

Holiday, which many of us attended.  

Look for these books on the 

Recommended Book Shelf or on the 

non-fiction or fiction shelves. 

 

Mary Heltsley 



investigations unearth long-buried 

mysteries and the lies that 

accompanied them.  

 

ESCAPE CLAUSE by John Sandford.  

When two large rare tigers vanish from 

the Minnesota Zoo, Virgil Flowers looks 

into their disappearance.  Meanwhile 

his relationship with his girlfriend’s 

sister is tested when she becomes 

involved in research about migrant 

workers, some of whom don’t want to 

be part of her investigation.  

 

NONFICTION 
 

I'LL BE GONE IN THE DARK by 

Michelle McNamara.  A haunting story 

of the elusive serial rapist turned 

murderer who terrorized California 

during the 70s and 80s and the 

journalist who died tragically while 

investigating the case.  A chilling 

account of a criminal mastermind and 

a journalist determined to find the 

truth.  A can't-stop-now book. 

 

KILLERS OF THE FLOWER MOON:  The 

Osage Murders and the Birth of the 

FBI by David Grann.  In the 1920s, the 

Osage Nation had the highest per 

capita income in the world due to the 

discovery of oil on Osage land.  They 

became victims of a pervasive culture 

of crime and violence, resulting in 

countless murders.  Hoover’s FBI 

agents were instrumental in securing 

convictions for some, but not all, of 

the perpetrators.  A well-researched 

and compelling true mystery.    

 

THE ART OF THE WASTED DAY by 

Patricia Hampl.  Hampl's latest memoir 

is a celebration of imagination and  

self-understanding.  It is also the life 

story of a hard-working professor, 

from her early days in St. Paul to her 

years of "gallivanting, my lust for 

Elsewhere."  Hampl, now in retirement, 
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advocates for the power and joy of just 

being.  She dedicates her book to her 

late husband, who helped her to enjoy 

"the wasted day." 

 

MIRACLE CURE:  The Creation of 

Antibiotics and the Birth of Modern 

Medicine by William Rosen.  As late as 

the 1930s there were no medicines that 

actually helped the sick.  “By 1955, the 

age-old evolutionary relationship 

between humans and microbes had 

been transformed.”  Rosen writes about 

the “science, technology, politics, and 

economics” that led to the creation of 

the pharmaceutical industry as we know 

it today.   

 

THE BAREFOOT LAWYER:  A Blind 

Man’s Fight for Justice and Freedom 

in China by Chen Guangcheng.  Son of a 

poor rural farmer and blinded by illness 

when he was an infant, Chen survived 

to become a self-taught lawyer.  As a 

political activist advocating for the 

poor, he was repeatedly imprisoned by 

Chinese authorities.  In 2012 he 

escaped house arrest and eventually 

arrived to freedom in the U.S. 

 

Reviewers:  Jane Bergstrom, Pat 

Cummings, Gloria Delano, Gretchen 

Flynn, Linda Kusserow, Nancy Morin, 

Sylvia Moore, Cathie Nicholl, Meg 

Sorensen.  
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B~WOOD DOIN’S 
 

by John Fenn  

Socrates Café 
 

3:30—4:45 pm ~ West Dining Room 

 

Tuesday, July 10 

Do you believe that the United States 

is a generous country? 

 

Tuesday, July 24 

What is the role of the United States  

in a globalizing world? 

 

Everyone welcome!  

Contact Randy 

Nelson with 

questions. 

KUDOS 

 

Our 

madcap 

event 

producer 

Doug 

Herron 

delivered 

a barrel of delight 

with the Cinco de 

Mayo Tortilla Toss.  

Thanks again, Doug, for your crazy 

ideas which turn out to be soooo much 

fun. 

 

Without 

question, 

the 

largest 

and most 

hard-

working 

group of 

members is the 50 (yes 50) or so 

stalwarts and true who design, 

maintain, cultivate and weed the 54 

separate gardens that adorn our 

Becketwood campus.   

 

The Landscape and Gardens 

Committee, so ably led by Bonnie 

Sample, coordinates these Herculean 

tasks, with Ziggy, our Groundskeeper’s 

assistance in execution.  It is 

impossible to express our admiration 

and gratitude to all of you for your 

efforts. Kudos to the Max!  

 

MASTERPIECE THEATRE 
 

Once again we mine Corynne 

Christina’s wonderful film collection, 

an excellent Tony award-winning film, 

I, Tonya.  Allison Janney just won an 

This column appears monthly in the Becketwood 

Times.  Drop a word or two about your delights, 

accomplishments, or just a gentle event from your 

chronologically enriched lives.  My unit is #441, 

telephone  612-306-4727, or e-me at 

john@johnfenn.net with any ideas or corrections.  

Oscar for one of the 

most brilliant examples 

of character acting I 

have ever seen.  We will 

show this on Friday, 

July 27th at 7:30 pm in 

the Wellington Room.  

When you plan to be away from 

Becketwood for several days or 

longer, please let Security know.  It is 

very helpful for staff to know (in case 

someone is looking for you) when 

you are leaving and when you 

expect to be back.  Leave a spare car 

key if your car will be here, so it can 

be moved if necessary.  See Robin if 

you have questions.  Thank you! 
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POETRY PARTY! 

by Linda Back McKay 

 

“this is a raging solitude of desire, 

this is the chorus of obscene consent, 

this is the single voice of perfect praise.” 

 Geoffrey Hill, from “The  

 Unsayable Said” by Donald Hall 

 

Welcome to summertime poetry at Becketwood.  Our gardens are glorious and the 

scent of mowed grass reminds us of childhood.  When short poems like the above 

cross an editor’s desk, she rejoices.  Here is another example of a short poem that 

might inspire you. 

 

Responsibility 

In the garden with five mosquitoes per inch 

I dance a hop slap set of steps and squat plant 

to plant, helping their quality of life, hoping 

for tomatoes. It is all so easy and joyful 

if you think about it, being overfed and free 

in America. You get rid of all the tacky 

furniture and buy new. You hire the painter 

lilacs bloom, a good movie comes to video 

you sleep like the dead. The children who can’t 

go home again are stories in the newspaper 

you want to cancel because it’s all bad 

news. You’ve raised your children. 

Most of us are not pure. Every choice is a loss. 

It’s not my life that is difficult. 

I know there is sorrow but there’s nothing I can do. 

Give a little money, volunteer for some things. 

I’d go to church if I thought it would do any good. 

It feels fresh here in the garden, washed by rain, 

sunny again. The pepper plants are blooming. 

 Linda Back McKay from “Ride That Full Tilt Boogie” 

 

Now, write your own short poem. Include a garden or something else that grows. 

drop it in my #501 mailbox or email it to lbmckay@yahoo.com. 

Until next time, soak up the warmth and don’t forget to write. 

mailto:lbmckay@yahoo.com


COOKIE CART 
And Conversations 

Every Friday 

2—3 p.m.  

Wellington Gallery 

 

Cookies 50¢ 

Come with your favorite coffee 

cup in hand.   

 

First Friday of the month: 
 Art Show Opening 

Movie Schedule 

 

Foreign Film 

Saturday, July 21   

7 pm, Wellington Room 

Shun Li and The Poet (Italian and 

Chinese with English subtitles, 2011) 

Shun Li works in a pub in a small 

fishing town in Italy to pay off the 

broker who brought her from China 

to Italy.  She is also saving money so 

that she can bring her son to join her.  

A friendship develops between Shun 

Li and an old Slav immigrant “The 

Poet.”  But gossip soon threatens 

their innocent relationship.  (Winner 

of Best Feature Film Award, London 

Film Festival) 

Presented by Lily Ng 

 

Masterpiece Theater 

Friday, July 27 

7:30 pm, Wellington Room 

I, Tonya 

Allison Janney won an Oscar for her 

role in this 2017 movie. 

Presented by John Fenn 

 

Movie Night 

Sunday, July 29 

7 pm, Wellington Room 

Mame 

Originally titled “My Best Girl,” Mame 

is based on the 1955 novel Auntie 

Mame by Patrick Dennis.  Set in New 

York City and spanning the Great 

Depression and World War II, it 

focuses on eccentric bohemian Mame 

Dennis, whose famous motto is "Life 

is a banquet and most poor sons of 

bitches are starving to death.”  Her 

fabulous life with her wealthy friends 

is interrupted when the young son of 

her late brother arrives to live with 

her.  They cope with the Depression 

in a series of adventures. 

Presented by Jacqueline Teisberg 

 

Sponsored by the Program Committee 

Wanted 

 

Please take photos of 

things you have in your 

home that have been fixed 

in the Becketwood 

workshop. Things that 

have been built, 

refinished, put together, 

or put back together, all 

are welcome. We're 

planning an open house 

and want to show off what 

we can do. Please send the 

photo electronically to: 

morte007@umn.edu 
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Attention Greeting Card Buyers: 

 

Come help us make these great cards. 

 

Tuesday mornings at 10 a.m. 

Craft Room 
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   2 Phyllis Kromer 

   5 Shirley Dahlgren 

   6 Jeanette Milgrom 

   6 Naomi Jackson 

   8 Maggie Easter 

   8 Al Sirek 

   9 Joan Gerth 

   9 Duane Fike 

   9 Ann Haushild 

 11 Leif Duus 

 11 Marvin McNeff 

 12 Corynne Christina 

 15 Milda Ruud 

 15 Ginny Groos 

 16 Ruth Halvorson 

 16 Jim Mansfield 

 19 Sara Roberson 

 20 Dorothy Johnson 

 26 Dale Stuepfert 

 30 Alice Bell 

 30 Helen Mikkelson 

   

Please contact Susan in the office if you do 

not want your name to appear on the 

Birthday List or if there are corrections. 

 

July Birthday Dinner:   

Friday, July 20 

5:30 pm ~ Wellington Room 

Redeem your birthday coupon! 

Member 

Birthdays 

Exercise Corner 

 

Mark your calendars! 

 

Arthritis Exercise Class: 

 M, Th 1 pm in the  

 Windsor Room unless noted.   

  

Chair Exercise:  Th, Sat at 9 am  

 in the Windsor Room unless  

 noted. 

 

Episcopal Homes Therapy Pool and 

Fitness Center:  Wed.  Bus leaves at  

 10 am.  Sign up on the ledge. 

  

Exercise:  M, Th, Sat at 8 am in the 

 Windsor Room unless noted. 

      

T’ai Chi Chih with Carol, Vanjie and 

Terry:  

 T, 8:30 am, Hidden Falls Park. 

  

Pilates with Terry and Lois:    

 T, Th 9:30 am, Windsor Room. 

 

Yoga:  M, W, F at 9:30 am in the  

 Windsor Room unless noted.  

  

Silver Sneakers:  M, Th at 4 pm 

 in the Windsor Room. 

 

Please check the weekly calendar or 

the easel by the mailboxes for any  

last-minute room changes. 

BLOOD PRESSURE 
With a Nurse 

 

Tuesday, July 3 

1:30 pm 

SOLARIUM 
 

Sponsored by 

Longfellow/Seward Healthy Seniors 
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ASK THE NURSE 
 

A nurse from Episcopal Home 

Care and Services will be here on 

the second Thursday to discuss 

any of your concerns or check 

your blood pressure. 

 

Thursday, July 12 

10 am — 12 noon 

Solarium 

Location Key 

Chapel – CHP 

Coffee Shop - CS 

Conf. Room - CR 

Craft Center – CC 

E. Dining Rm-EDR 

Fitness Center - FC 

Game Room - GR 

Kensington Sq – KS 

Solarium – SOL 

Wellington Rm - DR 

W. Dining Rm-WDR 

Windsor Room-WR 

Schwan’s Delivery  
 

Schwan’s will be here every other  

Monday. 

July 2, 16, 30 

at 3 pm in the Coffee Shop. 

It is best to pre-order online or 

 by calling 1-888-724-9267. 

UPCOMING COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Library Monday, July 2 9 am EDR 

Chapel Monday, July 2 3 pm WDR 

Environment No meeting 2 pm WDR 

Program Friday, July 6 9 am EDR 

Interior Design Monday, July 9 9:30 am EDR 

Excursion Tuesday, July 10 10 am CC 

Marketing Tuesday, July 10 12:30 pm WDR 

Landscape & Gardens Tuesday, July 10 1 pm WR 

Art Wednesday, July 11 9 am CR 

Buildings & Grounds Thursday, July 12 2 pm WDR 

Food Service Tuesday, July 17 10:30 am WDR 

Investment Tuesday, July 17 2:30 pm WDR 

Finance Thursday, July 19 2:30 pm WDR 

Board of Directors Tuesday, July 24 1:30 pm WR 

Website Thursday, July 26 2:30 pm CR 

    

Reserve Long Range 

Planning 
August 2:30 pm WDR 

        

Off for the Summer:       

Communications       

MAC       

Wellness       



Excursions for July 

Sponsored by Excursion Committee unless otherwise noted. 

EXCURSION DATE and TIME DESCRIPTION 

Sail on Lake 

Minnetonka 

Saturday, July 7 

Depart at 10:30 am 

Return at 3 pm 

Sail from Excelsior Marina. 

Box lunch. 

Lake Harriet 

Bandshell 

Monday, July 9 

Depart at 6:30 pm 

Return at 9 pm 

Minnesota Orchestra. 

Main Street Project 

Farm, Northfield 

Friday, July 13 

Depart at 10:30 am 

Return at 4 pm 

Tour and picnic lunch. 

Guthrie 

Saturday, July 21 

Depart at 12:15 pm 

Return at 3:30 pm 

West Side Story 

Minnesota River 

Monday, July 23 

Depart at 12:30 pm 

Return at 4:30 pm 

Cruise the river on the Magnolia 

Blossom. 
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June Shopping Trips 

 

Monday, July 9 ~ Rosedale/Har Mar 

12:30—4 pm 

Tuesday, July 17 ~ Trader Joe’s 

12-1:30 pm 

Thursday, July 26 ~ Friendship Co-op 

1:30—3:15 pm 

 

Check the grocery schedule on the ledge and be sure to sign up! 

The office will be closed on 
Wednesday, July 4 



July Programs at Becketwood   

Sponsored by Program Committee unless otherwise noted.  

 

Medalist Concert 

Band 

Wednesday 

July 11 

7 pm 

Chapel Parking 

Lot 
Sponsor:  Marketing. 

Trudy Harper, 

Harpist 

Friday 

July 13 

5-7 pm 

Wellington Room 

In honor of Marvin McNeff’s 

birthday.  Sponsor: Nancy and 

Marvin McNeff. 

Ice Cream Social 

Tuesday 

July 17 

2 pm 

North Patio 

$3 at the door. 

Sponsor: Communications 

Committee. 

George Withbroe 

Wednesday 

July 18 

7:30 pm 

Wellington Room 
NASA Scientist on topic, 

Are We Alone? 

Violin, Oboe, 

and Cello 

Wednesday 

July 25 

7:30 pm 

Wellington Room Enjoy the music! 

Don Ostrom 

Thursday 

July 26 

7:30 pm 

Wellington Room 
Preview and analysis of our 2018 

elections. 
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Summer Band Concert 
Medalist Concert Band 

Wednesday, July 11 
7 pm 


