
 

1 

Becketwood Timer 
Becketwood Cooperative • 4300 West River Parkway South • Minneapolis, MN 55406  

Tel: 612-722-4077 • Fax 612-722-1878 • www.becketwoodgeezers.com  

April 1 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Trip 

 
In line with the Becketwood goal of being 

environmentally friendly, the mowing will 

be accomplished this summer by a specially 

trained trip of goats.   They will be managed 

by McFido, an award-winning Border Collie 

who spent many years working sheep in the 

Scottish Highlands.  Looking for more of a 

challenge, McFido has enthusiastically set-

tled in to his new role with goats.  His job 

will be made easier this summer by the fact 

that Becketwood has fences surrounding 

most of the acreage.  It is also fortunate that 

there are no clotheslines, as goats find gar-

ments flapping in the breeze to be ex-

tremely distracting and especially tasty.   

 

Areas to be mowed will be determined 

weekly, and will depend on weather predic-

tions.  Members expecting visits from 

grandchildren can request certain times for 

grazing to be scheduled under their win-

dows.  Please submit your request informa-

tion to Billy Gruff in Apt. 180. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A shed and pen will be erected in the Bird 

Sanctuary to house the trip of goats.  

McFido’s luxury loft and guard tower will be 

nearby.  Their presence in that area is ex-

pected to discourage the large rafter of tur-

keys that has adopted Becketwood.  The 

hope was that the turkeys could be helpful 

in keeping the grass cut.  However, all they 

proved to be useful for was scratching up 

perennials and dismantling garden plots.  

McFido will be a master at keeping them in 

approved areas this summer. 

I remember the day I was born; I 

cried like a baby 

Exterior Door Access 

Membership resistance to replacement 

of exterior door keys with electronic 

fobs has led to the decision to keep 

both.  The argument to replace the 

tried and true keys with modern 

snazzy, electronic fobs led to an im-

passe until it was pointed out that hav-

ing both would make security twice as 

tight.  After further discussion, it was 

decided to also have fingerprint key-

pads at all exterior doors.  The combi-

nation of traditional key locks and elec-

tronic locks opened by fob plus finger-

print keypads will make the building 

three times more secure.   
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Through the Fire 

Door 

 

“Oops,” I heard myself saying 

as  I slipped on the garage floor, juggling 

four bags of recycling. I must have blacked 

out momentarily. When I opened my eyes, I 

was sprawled out in front of the  door near 

my parking space , marked “Fire Panel.”  The 

door was open.  I picked myself up off the 

floor and walked through the doorway, won-

dering what I would find on the other side. I 

looked up and  saw three of my Becketwood 

neighbors sitting up on a high platform, peer-

ing down at me. They looked as if they had 

just come from one of Becketwood’s costume 

parties.  

 

One was dressed in what appeared to be a 

caterpillar suit.  Another had on a large top 

hat. The third one was wearing long white 

rabbit ears.“ It is about time you got here,” 

Caterpillar Man called down to me. “Got here 

for what?” I answered back, more than a little 

surprised “Your trial , of course,” he replied, 

sounding very annoyed. “Hatter, read the 

charges,” 

 

Hatter  rolled out a long scroll and started 

reading.  “On February 23
rd

, the accused was 

seen driving  out of the garage without wait-

ing for the garage door to close,”  he intoned, 

. “Yes. I know, I didn’t wait for the door to 

close,” I said, trying to defend myself.. “But 

there was another car just behind me, waiting 

to get out.”  “Poor excuse,” said  Caterpillar 

Man.  “Not a good enough reason,” added 

Rabbit Ears. 

 

Without waiting for me to respond, Hatter 

started on the second charge.  “The accused 

is known to have put empty soup containers 

from the pantry in the recycling bin,” he 

droned..  “Oh,  come on , that’s not such a 

big deal,” I replied, rolling my eyes “Not a big 

deal,  NOT A BIG DEAL!  Caterpillar Man 

shouted, shaking his finger at me.   “Don’t 

you know that soup containers belong in the 

compost, not in recycling!” 

“Guilty!,” shouted  Hatter,  

“Guilty!”   declared Caterpillar 

Man. “Guilty!” added  Rabbit 

Ears, redundantly. “Off with his 

head!” Caterpillar Man called 

out.  “Yes! off with his head!”  

they all cried  in unison. “Don’t 

you think that is a little harsh,” I 

said , looking up at them, trying to remain 

calm.  “Well I suppose so, ”Hatter replied.   

The three of them started whispering to-

gether. When they sat back in their chairs,  

Caterpillar Man got up and spoke for the 

other two. “We have decided not to cut off 

your head, so here is your punishment. From 

now on, you will always be last in line for the 

buffet on Monday nights.” I looked up , re-

lieved. “Well I suppose I can live with that,  

but can I get my desert, first? “Yes, but only 

when it is Jell-O,” Caterpillar Man  snapped. 

“Case dismissed.  Now , leave.” 

I was happy to get away from that place. The 

whole proceedings had been a real farce.  

“Next time,” I told myself, “make sure the ga-

rage door closes after you drive out, and put 

those soup containers in the compost!!”  

 

Fence and Cameras 

A major change at Becketwood will be the 

new fence around the entire Becketwood 

grounds, with electronic controls and 

cameras on all entrances, including new 

driveway gates.  Camera surveillance will 

also be enhanced to cover the building ex-

terior, the garage and all interior hall-

ways.  A new team of security staff will be 

hired to monitor the cameras 24/7.  And a 

night watchman with a leashed security 

dog (under 40 pounds) will roam the 

grounds and first floor (only) hallways. 

 

In response to the few complaints about 

violations of privacy by the new security 

system, Members who desire can have in-

visibility cloaks issued by the Security 

Department.  The cloaks may not be 

loaned to visitors or outside vendors. 
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New Laundry 

Product Intro-

duction 

It's spring and what better time to introduce 

Pounce's new scented dryer sheet products: 

Eau de Skunk and After Gym Workout.  These 

chemically engineered "natural" scented 

laundry product additions are sure to de-

light.  If they don’t sell out, Becketwood will 

try to get a couple boxes for the Pantry.  It's 

great to have another laundry option to sof-

ten and add a fresh scent to our clothing; 

our natural wool dryer balls need a break 

once in a while! 

I’m afraid that some enchanted  

evening I will meet a stranger 

Becketwood Swept up in Sen-

ior Co-op admissions Scandal 

 

A senior with no interest in gardening sud-

denly became an award-winning gardener 

recruited by the Highland’s Senior Co-op 

Lawn and Garden Committee. Cost to his 

family: $100,000. A widow who had only 

played penny-ante poker became a nation-

ally ranked Texas Hold’em player recruited 

for the Becketwood poker team. Cost to 

her family $50,000.  

 

A major Co-op admissions scandal has laid 

bare the elaborate lengths some wealthy 

families will go to get their parents into 

competitive senior Co-ops. Fifteen well-

healed families have been charged with fal-

sifying their parent’s resumes in order to 

get them admitted to the Becketwood Coop 

and the Highland Senior Co-op. 

 

The charges underscore how Co-op admis-

sions have become so cutthroat and com-

petitive that some families have sought to 

break the rules. The authorities say the 

children of the area’s wealthiest and privi-

leged families sought to buy spots for 

their parents at top senior Co-ops; not only 

cheating the system, but potentially cheat-

ing other hard-working seniors out of a 

chance at a safe and secure retirement. 

 

A spokesperson for Becketwood said the 

poker coach had been fired. Highland’s 

Lawn and Garden Committee has been re-

organized according to knowledgeable 

sources. Becketwood maintained the ad-

missions officers were not aware of the 

scheme nor took part in it and described 

the Co-ops as victims. 
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NEW BREAD 

from the Beck-

etwood Ovens 

 

Our resident baker has created a new 

bread in our Becketwood kitchen. It solves 

an aggravating problem for some of us 

who like jam with our bread but some-

times let it slip between our fingers. The 

newly formulated sliced bread, once lay-

ered with jam or marmalade, when falling 

a few feet to the floor, will always land on 

the unadorned side! So one can continue 

with their anticipated enjoyment. 

Our baker will demonstrate her nonpareil 

achievement in the Becketwood kitchen 

Saturday mornings. People are invited to 

bring their own jams to test the special 

bread which is particularly effective with 

marmalades from England and wild blue-

berry jams from Up North. Ululate ahs are 

expected to ensue. Loaves of the spe-

cialbread will soon be available for sale in 

the Pantry. 

 

 

ELEVATOR PASS OFFER 

 

Are you frustrated by slow-to-arrive eleva-

tors? Suffer frustration no longer. 

To supplement Becketwood’s revenue, the 

Finance Committee is offering a limited 

supply of elevator passes for just fifty dol-

lars a month. Here is how they will work. 

Pass owners may press the elevator button 

and insert their pass in a new special slot. 

The elevator will immediately leave wher-

ever it is and speed to your location, by-

passing all other stops. If there are passen-

gers already on the elevator, they will 

travel with it to your location. Disgruntled 

Becketwood members will be offered free 

Izzy’s ice cream cones at the Grand Ave-

nue location, limited to three per month.  

Elevator passes and ice cream compensa-

tion coupons may be obtained in the of-

fice.  

 

 

SURPRISE YOUR FAMILY WITH 

A COOL TATTOO 

 

To get maximum use from the space avail-

able, the Beauty Shop, which is normally 

closed Mondays, will become a tattoo par-

lor on that day of the week. Members will 

be able to make appointments just as with 

the hair and nail salon. Early appoint-

ments are suggested because of the ex-

pected heavy demand. Walk-ins are not 

acceptable from Martini Salon patrons. 

 Consider listing on your skin the 

places you have lived, a favorite musician 

or comic strip. Special designs may in-

clude your dog, cat, favorite Becketwood 

trees, and grandchildren’s faces from pho-

tographs. Prices vary according to the 

amount of ink used. 

Lost and Found 

Lost – a crystal ball used by the Repair 

and Replacement Reserve Long Range 

Plan committee.  There is some urgency 

for fear that an unknowing finder may 

drill finger holes and use it in the sev-

enth-floor attic bowling alley. 

 

Found – an automobile side mirror near 

the damaged garage exit door.  Owner 

may reclaim the object by being willing 

to contact their insurance company to 

reimburse Becketwood for the door re-

pair. 

I remember the day I was born; I cried 

like a baby 
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Becketwood Library offers Stor-

age Space 

The Library Committee is planning to rent 

out the bottom two library shelves for 

member storage. Recent efforts to clean up 

the garage by removing stored items have 

left many members desperately short of 

storage space. The Library Committee real-

ized that the two bottom library shelves 

which are not being used, could be con-

verted to convenient, accessible, and cli-

mate-controlled storage areas. The rates 

will be competitive with Hiawatha self stor-

age. 

I can’t begin to tell you all the things 

I’ve forgotten in my lifetime. 

Garage Door Derby Day 

This year Becketwood will initiate its very 

own racing tradition: the Garage Door 

Derby. 

 

Teams with a maximum of six members 

may enter. All teams must be bona fide 

Becketwood Members. The Derby will begin 

on Saturday morning at 9:00 A.M., and the 

order of turns will be determined by ran-

dom drawing.  

 

Each team will try to drive as many cars as 

possible through a single opening of the 

garage doors without being struck by a 

closing door. There will be two phases of 

competition: The “IN” door and the “OUT” 

door. 

 

One point will be awarded for each car that 

gets through the door cleanly. Two points 

will be deducted for any car that strikes a 

door or is struck by a door. Trophies will 

be awarded to the top two finishing teams. 

Liability wavers, proof of valid driver li-

censes and proof of insurance will be re-

quired. 

Fifth and Sixth 

Floors Shower Together 

 

Once again the Fifth and Sixth floors 

lead the way in innovative cooperation. 

“We don’t know why we didn’t think of it 

before. It makes our mornings so much 

more pleasant” say several long term 

residents.  

 

Instead of waiting the normal 20 to 30 

minutes before the morning’s hot water 

gets to their units, the Fifth and Sixth 

floor residents have agreed to start their 

showers all at the same time, cutting the 

hot water wait time to 2 minutes. The 

shower start times will depend on the 

day. Mondays at 7 AM, Tuesdays at 7:30 

AM, Wednesdays at 8 AM. Thursdays at 

8:30 AM and Fridays at 9AM. Weekends 

are unscheduled until further notice. 

The schedule can be suspended for spe-

cial occasions, and, of course, once the 

hot water is up, then anyone is free to 

use it.  

 

In addition, the residents around the “F” 

stairwell have found sweet spots in their 

showers where they can hear their 

neighbors singing, and several have 

formed morning vocal groups. “Everyone 

sounds better in the shower. It can be 

quite a musical treat to get up now. And 

of course, the hot water is wonderful.” 



 

6 

Done Deal 

In an overwhelming show of bipartisan 

deal-making, the Buildings and Grounds 

committee and the Chapel committee 

have agreed to construct two neon peace 

poles atop Mt. Becketwood. The poles will 

provide visible support for the long 

awaited clotheslines. In spite of ground-

swells of support for the poles and the 

clotheslines, the committees had voted 

them down in the past due to fear of the 

controversies inherent in the concepts of 

peace and visual gluttony (read large un-

derwear) here at Becketwood.  

 

The Environment Committee’s motion to 

add red, white, green, or flashing balls to 

the top of the poles for weather predic-

tions was voted down as frivolous.   

FREE ART CLASSES 

An anonymous painter has 

given a black velvet painting 

of Dolly Parton to Becketwood, 

with a desire to have it hung 

above the fireplace in the Wel-

lington Room. The Art Com-

mittee, respectfully declined the gift, but they 

have agreed to accept the painter’s  offer to 

teach a class on velvet painting as a way of sof-

tening their refusal of the original painting.  

The velvet painting classes will be held on 

Tuesdays at 10:00 am, from April 2 to April 30. 

There will be no registration fee for the class. 

Pet owners are highly urged to take this class 

and paint a portrait of their pets. “The best ef-

fects come from painting the pets live” said 

the class instructor.  As a result cats and birds 

will be painted on alternate Tuesdays.  

 

 

 

 

Traffic Control 

Medicare’s generous support for mo-

bility assistance devices has resulted 

in the unintended consequence of dan-

gerous traffic in three first-floor areas.  

In the interest of safety there will be 

stop signs installed at hallway en-

trances to the elevator lobbies and a 

traffic light at the busy mailbox inter-

This fifth annual Becketwood Timer is published by 
the Becketwood Alternative Communications Com-
mittee which accepts articles from all who want to 
have fun. 
Editor and Writer: Bob Kirk 
Graphic Designer: Susan Clip Art 
Contributing Writers: Dick Juhl, Howard Bergstrom, 
Doug Herron, Helen Grant, Peggy Ryden, Carla 
Mortensen, Keitha Herron, Leroy Erlandson, Joel 
Mortensen, Iric Nathanson, Ray Mikkelson 
 
Some see things as they are and say why. I dream of 
things that never were and say that would make a 
good story for the Becketwood Timer. 

Cool it! 

Not enough room for that jello mold? The bottle 

of bubbly won’t fit?  Need more refrigerator 

space when you entertain over the Holidays?  

Here’s the answer!  Get Chill-it Window Boxes*.    

The Chill-it Window Box has been developed ex-

pressly for Becketwood and clamps neatly onto 

your window sill.  It can be adjusted to fit snugly 

so that all the cold air pouring through your ill-

fitting window is corralled into the box.  Your 

food stays cold, your room stays warm.  Ther-

mometers are included so you can be sure your 

food is being held safely below 40 degrees. Chill-

it Window Boxes are particularly effective in 

windows facing the prevailing winds on the west 

or north.  Custom Boxes can be ordered for the 

Kent Kitchen windows.  These larger Boxes with 

french doors have a removable shelf and a capac-

ity of 10 cubic feet, enough to hold a large turkey, 

a 9-inch cheese cake, and an 8-cup salad mold. 

For specific measurements and price lists, contact 

I. M. Chilt in Apt. 420. 

 

*Chill-it Window Boxes do not work where new 

windows have been installed. 
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WONDERFUL NEW ADVENTURES 

FOR OUR BECKETWOOD FRIENDS 

 

1. CAR SHUFFLING 

Join a team to reshuffle car parking spaces. Be the first to 

find your new space and receive free parking for one 

month, Sign on the ledge by April tenth 2019 

 

2. HELP RE-LOCATE MEN’S COFFEE HOUR SPACE 

Move Convenience Center to basement and then move the 

work shop to the former convenience area. This will make  

the workshop closer to the men’s room. 

3. SCUBA DIVING IN THE RAIN GARDEN 

On rainy days, meet by the bench closest to the rain gar-

den, then don scuba gear and dive in and look for ancient 

treasure (or whatever). 

4. WORK SHOP COURSE 

Join Joel or Todd in a one day work seminar on cane and 

walker repair and up dating. Bring your own materials, 

i.e. canes or walkers. 

5. GARDEN ADVENTURE/MONEY MAKER 

Learn the habits and growing methods for Creeping Char-

lie (lawn vine). Propagate and sell small pots at our plant 

sale, just as they do at the Washington, Seattle Market. 

6. ELEVATOR CLUB 

Join now, before the club membership fills up. Things we 

will do include: counting the trips per day, trips up and 

trips down in 24 hours, men trips, women trips, trips per 

hour and perhaps the minutes per year which we save by 

using the ”door shut button”. 

7. LOCATE BUILDING MYSTERY NOISES 

Have you ever wondered about the strange noises that 

seem to emanate from all over our building? Join the 

search team on the first Friday in April. We will split into 

small groups, and report back our findings. What are 

they? Contractors, maintenance workers, spooks, or 

what? 
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Should Becketwood have a 

Wall or open borders? 

As far as is known, Becketwood is the only 

cooperative with a border barrier  (the lat-

ter being a nicer term than a wall). Of 

course, this barrier is our chain-link fence, 

which at one point has a “No Trespassing” 

sign but at another point says “Sheltering 

Arms.” Those signs have been up for dec-

ades. At issue: undocumented would-be 

Members. 

 

What might confuse outsiders is that there 

are large gaps in the barrier. It’s no won-

der that legal but questionable sub-

stances, such as pizzas, are sometimes de-

livered to units. A certain faction of Mem-

bers has taken up the slogan: “You can’t 

have a residence without a border.” If this 

were really done, it would involve filling 

in the fence-gaps, then installing elec-

tronic sensors to detect tunneling under 

the barrier, plus drones to detect over-the-

top attempts—in either case to stop feign-

ing Becketwood Membership. Another fac-

tion has actually encouraged the intrusion 

of small neighbors (are these real children, 

or small adults in disguise for smuggling 

illegal substances?) Each should at least 

have a pre-Membership Green Card and be 

electronically screened at the Security 

Desk. 

 

Political analysts among Members believe 

that one’s professed belief about impend-

ing border security problems will play a 

large part in the voting for candidates to 

the Board of Directors, next month. 

I am as young as I will ever be. 

Ultimate Turf 

This summer Mt. Becket- wood 

will be the site of exciting new growth and 

strenuous activity.  Experimental turf grasses 

will be planted in early spring and are expected 

to be mature enough to tolerate sustained im-

pact by late June. 

Receiving full sun, Mt. Becketwood is deemed 

to be the perfect test plot for recently devel-

oped no-mow turf grasses.  The test plan re-

quires that the turf grasses receive extreme 

wear and tear to test their efficacy.  Ultimate 

activity meets this goal.  (Ultimate, originally 

known as Ultimate Frisbee, is a non-contact 

sport played with a flying disc.) This is fortui-

tous, as Ultimate is deemed the perfect sport to 

be hosted by a co-operative because, unlike 

most sports, it focuses on self-officiating and 

the sportsmanship of the participants.   

The Grand Opening Event will be a demonstra-

tion and celebration on the 4th of July.  An Ul-

timate game will be played in the afternoon fol-

lowed by a Pig Roast and a grand Fireworks 

display in the evening.  All Becketwood Mem-

bers are invited.  Sign-up sheets will be on the 

ledge. 

After the Opening Event, neighborhood Ulti-

mate teams will be scheduling practice times 

on week days.  Tournaments will be held on 

Saturdays.  Sundays will be considered a day of 

rest-and-recovery for the turf grasses, and “No 

Trespassing” signs will be posted. 

Becketwood Members are invited to bring lawn 

chairs and watch practices.  Tickets for the 

tournaments will be available from ExtremeUl-

timateLtd.   If there is enough interest, a Beck-

etwood Ultimate team will be formed.  The 

team’s colors will be determined by the first 

players who sign up.  Colors of the turf grasses 

can be considered.  Those who miss the dande-

lions that previously covered the site may pre-

fer yellow. 


