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Preserving Health and Tradition 

 

A Snow Shoveling machine may soon join the 

rowing machine, treadmill and other activity 

equipment in the Fitness Center. If approved 

by the Board, it should be here in time for 

summer so Members can enjoy the health 

benefits of snow shoveling year round  The 

Simu-Shovel will be a high-end model, capa-

ble of simulating both left and right-handed 

shoveling. It will have settings for snow 

depth from 2 - 15 inches, and will include a 

“Drift” setting. 

 

Recommendation for the machine originally 

came from the Think Tank which has been 

studying the possible effects of climate 

change on Becketwood.  If the climate con-

tinues to warm, they say, chances for snow 

shoveling, even in winter months, may be 

lost to Minnesota residents forever.   

 

The Health and Wellness Committee recom-

mends that Members who intend to use the 

machine should first consult with a cardiolo-

gist. 

News Corp in Talks to Buy 

Becketwood Timer 

 

It was announced that News Corp, the 

American multinational mass media corpo-

ration, has made an offer to purchase the 

Becketwood Timer publication.  The "Timer", 

a well known and widely read news source, 

is privately owned and published by Beck-

etwood Co-Op in Minneapolis. 

 

When contacted by phone News Corp's 

leadership explained: "our special interest 

is fake news and we know a steaming pile 

of it when we see it.  The Timer is a perfect 

fit with our philosophy and would enable 

us to expand our reach to an audience not 

currently served". 

 

Terms of the offer have not been publicly 

disclosed, however, the current editor of 

the Timer is rumored to be pricing new 

Tesla autos and is known to have been lob-

bying for car-charging capabilities at Beck-

etwood.  

NOTICE 

This issue of the Timer has had 

to limit its pages in order to con-

serve paper for personal use. 
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Whose are They? 

 

Discarded electronics and other outcast 

items are multiplying in the Garage.  Little 

is known about their origin, but observers 

suspect they are placed there surrepti-

tiously by insiders.  Hauling these items 

away has proved costly for the Co-op.  

Since Members are to dispose of their own 

unwanted items, a way to identify the own-

ers is being sought.  Negotiations are un-

derway with Wegotcha, a company using 

new technology which  combines finger-

prints, DNA, and face recognition. This will 

help determine who will be billed for an 

item’s removal.  Charges will appear on 

Members’ monthly statements.   

Refuse Refusal 

 

When our diligent volunteers pick through 

recycling in the Trash Rooms, they are not 

looking for gems to sell on eBay.  They are 

pulling out mistakenly placed items that 

belong in the compost or the trash.  As an 

encouragement for floors to “do it right”, 

a weekly Award will be presented to the 

Trash Room that has the fewest goofs.  

The award will be posted on that Trash 

Room door.  A weekly consolation prize, 

the Eew-Yuck Award, will be given to the 

volunteer who has the most distasteful ex-

perience with items such as used kleenex, 

dirty paper towels, messy pizza card-

board, gooey compost containers, or gross 

plastic bags.  The Eew-Yuck Award will be 

a clean, attractive badge.   

Official Turf 

 

In its on-going quest to find the perfect turf 

plant for much of its twelve acres, Becket-

wood has decided to go with Taraxacum offi-

cinale.   Requiring little mowing, T. officinale 

only needs water during hot, dry spells.  Its 

attractive, dark green leaves are high in vita-

mins, and the entire plant is edible.  Dried 

leaves can be used for tea.  Test plots are al-

ready being evaluated with the hope that 

more acres can be seeded this spring.  Vol-

unteers to harvest this nutritious crop may 

sign up on the ledge. 

Foraged Fare 

After consulting with the Lawn and Gar-

den Committee, Chef Brenden said  he 

plans to add a dandelion salad to the 

Becketwood menu in May.   Brenden 

added the salad to the menu after the 

committee predicted a bumper crop of 

dandelions in the North Courtyard. 

Many Becketwidians are expected to wear 

dandelion flowers in their hair while eat-

ing dandelion salad. Those without hair 

can wear the flower behind their left ear.  

My electric car has potential. 
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Senior centers consolidating 

into worldwide conglomerate 

 Senior centers  all over the United States 

are rapidly consolidating into worldwide 

conglomerates. The largest of these new 

entities is  Sunset Time Senior Sanctuaries, 

backed by several well-known Russian oli-

garchs. 

 

Becketwood now has an opportunity to be 

bought out by this Russian-owned con-

glomerate with 97 million members. If we 

agree to the buyout, Sunset Time has sev-

eral policies that should appeal to Becket-

woodians. All residents at  Sunset Time 

developments will be expected to drive 

electric cars , which will be self-driving for 

people over 90. Those without cars will 

have their walkers converted to motorized  

Segway scooters. Residents will be served 

vegetarian daily,  enabling them to stay 

healthy and age in place.  Sunset Time 

buildings will be equipped with  solar 

power heating and cooling. Snow removal 

will be handled on a volunteer  basis by 

residents who are former rock climbers.   

 

Becketwood Members will  vote on a Sun-

set Time buyout at a town hall meeting 

later this year.  Paper ballots will be pro-

vided in order to prevent hacking of the 

vote by the oligarchs. 

Three year policy flow analysis 

underway 

 

In an effort to speed up and streamline the 

policy making process at Becketwood,  a pol-

icy flow analysis is now underway .  The 

analysis will look at ways that  actions and 

recommendations move through the Becket-

wood’s  committees, subcommittees, ad hoc 

committees , working groups and task forces 

and  then on to the Becketwood Board.  An ini-

tial draft of the policy flow analysis is ex-

pected to be completed in three years. 

To the editor of the Timer 

Several of us at Becketwood want to express 

our concerns about the cooperative’s current 

policies affecting cats and dogs.  Those of us 

who belong the latter group believe that cur-

rent policies discriminate against our mem-

bers.  Apparently ,the felines can live on any 

floor with a companion of their species, 

while we canines can only live on the first 

floor without species companionship.  More-

over,  we must not weigh over 40 pounds.   

We assume this policy is the result of con-

cerns of some human Members who are 

afraid of bigger dogs.   But larger dogs are 

calm , friendly and quiet.  My brother ,for ex-

ample, is intelligent and well behaved.   He 

weighs over 40 pounds so he is not allowed 

to live at Becketwood. If need be, I am sure 

he would agree to lose weight once he moved 

here.  We are asking you to review your pol-

icy for dogs and allow larger members of our 

group to live here on any floor.  After all, we 

are man’s (and woman’s) best friends! 

Signed,  

A Becketwood resident. 

Missing 

Will the person who removed a table from 

the garage please return it? The items on 

the table are free, but not the table itself. 

I get a charge out of my electric car 
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Becketwood Preparatory Institute  

opening delayed 

In view of the current health emergency, the 

Becketwood Board has delayed the opening of 

the new Becketwood Preparatory Institute 

(BeckPrep) until the fall. BeckPrep, a joint ini-

tiative of the Board and the Think Tank,  will 

provide a rigorous two semester educational 

and training program for waiting listees who 

want to prepare for Becketwood’s new entrance 

examination.     

Courses offered on-line during Semester One 

will include Repair and Replacement Spread 

Sheet Analysis,  A Post-Modernist  Critique of 

Becketwood Poets,  and Becketwood Legal 

Structure and Governance.   The Structure and 

Governance course text will be new three vol-

ume annotated analysis of Becketwood policies 

and procedures.  The analysis is also available 

digitally in a three disk set that can be pur-

chased  at cost of $59.95.   

Semester Two will involve an on-campus prac-

ticum aimed at preparing prospective Members 

for their workshop assignments.  They will 

have the option on enrolling in the electrical 

repair track  or the furniture repair track.  “ 

Building Your Own Outhouse” will be offered 

as a course elective. 

A Place in the Sun 

 

Should the Social Distance Rule continue, 

Mt. Becketwood will be marked off in a 

grid.  The center of each square will allow 

a Member to be six feet from any other 

Member.  Each section will provide ample 

room for a lawn chair, a side table, a small 

cooler, and a beach umbrella.  Members 

can claim a square any morning beginning 

at 7 a.m.  The claim expires at sunset.  

Wifi will be available.  Noise restrictions 

will be enforced.   

New Parking Spaces 

John Mudquest found someone else’s car 

parked in his parking space. When he com-

plained, he was informed he needed to 

share his parking space since it was one of 

the wider ones. If he scrunched over close 

to the post, another car could just fit in his 

parking space. And each space would still 

be wider than Dale Stuepfert’s. If Dale can 

park in his space without scraping (mostly) 

the sides of his car John should be able to 

share his space. 

The problem is Becketwood is running out 

of parking spaces in the garage. You see, 

everybody brings a car  when they come 

but nobody takes a car when they go. Each 

year we get more and more cars and our 

garage just keeps filling up. So we have to 

find spaces where we can.  

Becketwood’s next move is to install piggy-

back parking where one car is hydraulically 

lifted and a second car parked underneath. 

We can almost double the number of park-

ing spaces. Cars that only get driven once a 

year by out of town relatives will be given 

preference to the “levitated”  

Compost Haiku 

 

Fruit peels in the trash 

 

Mistake- the horror ensues 

 

Compost guilt consumes 

 

😿 
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Parody Written in a City Apart-

ment 

 

As dawn sky tells a tale of coming day, 

Some rise early, eager, from their beds. 

Garden-ward they stroll, they make their 

way 

With gloves in hand and hats upon their 

heads. 

 

Let not Ambition mock their useful toil, 

Who shoveling loads of aged manure 

Enriching bordered plots of garden soil 

Harvests of ripe tomatoes thus ensure. 

 

With buzz of trimmers, roar of power 

mowers, 

The landscape springs to summer life 

again. 

And for a glimpse of shaded woodland 

flowers 

The path at Becketwood leads but to Fern-

wood Glen 

Raccoons using Kensington Grille 

Several Becketwood residents have reported see-

ing a group of raccoons in the Kensington patio 

using the gas grille. The raccoons appear just 

after dark and have avoided times when the 

Kensington area has been used by residents. 

They appear to be mostly grilling vegetables 

and the source of the food is unknown. 

A Timer reporter contacted Mr. Eldrod Sveng-

strom at the U of M Animal Sciences department 

to learn whether these reports might possibly 

be true. Mr. Svengstrom said that he was not 

surprised. "Raccoons have human-like fingers 

on their paws and can skillfully manipulate ob-

jects. They learned long ago to wash food be-

fore eating it and the next logical evolutionary 

step would be learning to cook it. Having grilles 

available would allow them to skip past the step 

of learning first to control fire." 

So far the raccoons have not been a problem. 

They turn off the gas and clean up afterward 

better than some Becketwood residents. The 

problem has been with the reservation system. 

Members now use the sign-up book in the man-

agement office for Kensington reservations. 

Since raccoons are not allowed inside the build-

ing, they have no access to this reservation sys-

tem and this could cause possible conflicts. 

Changing to an online reservation system would 

resolve this issue since the raccoons could then 

reserve the space remotely from their smart-

phones. 

Residents of Becketwood who maintain vegeta-

ble gardens have been warned that as more rac-

coons are attracted to the grilling events, thefts 

from gardens may increase during the upcom-

ing 2020 season. Sweet corn and tomatoes are 

expected to be most in demand, but kale is 

thought to be a "safe" crop as raccoons will not 

touch the stuff. 

I am positive about my electric car 
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Elevator Music 

 

The big improvement is the introduction 

(finally!) of elevator music in all three ele-

vator cars. No more silent running! But it 

won't be the usual standard 'elevator mu-

sic'. No, Becketwood will compile its own 

play list of appropriate theme music. Cur-

rent titles include: 

"You Raise Me Up" (Josh Groban) 

"I'm Goin Down" (Bruce Springsteen) 

"Open the Door" (Otis Redding) 

"Stuck With You" (Huey Lewis) 

"Falling" (Olivia Newton-John) 

Other suggestions from residents are des-

perately needed. 

And finally - The word 'elevator' is a dated 

term from the previous century. They 

don't just 'elevate'; they go both up and 

down. The modern name is Vertical Trans-

portation Pod ("VTP"). Please try to use the 

new terminology when referring to this 

system. Work is underway to revise Beck-

etwood marketing literature and policy 

manuals. 

Schedule dates for these changes will soon 

be announced. Look for a Manager's Mid-

night Memo and mark those dates on your 

calendar! The Otis company will be coordi-

nating their schedule with activities at 

Becketwood but a company representative 

explained that scheduling work times is 

not easy because the business is up and 

down. 

 Surcharge for the Fifth and 

Sixth Floor  

You can tell just how hard the elevators 

#1 and #2 are working to get to the fifth 

and sixth floors by how much they groan 

and shake. Sometimes it feel like the ele-

vators are on their last legs. And they 

may well be.  

In order to reduce the number of times 

the East Elevators have to extend them-

selves the Board has decided to assess a 

surcharge for every time the elevators go 

to those floors. It is a way to encourage 

Members to walk those last one or two 

flights.  

The surcharge will help reduce the num-

ber of trips the elevators take. And the 

surcharge will go to a fund for replacing 

the elevators.        

My neighbor and I are poles apart on 

electric cars 

Diversity at Becketwood 

 

Based on some recently collected data, cas-

ual hallway conversations, bumper stickers 

in the garage, and Member’s door entry 

decorations it appears that Becketwood’s Di-

versity Action Working Group has another 

opportunity to increase diversity at Becket-

wood: Republicans! 
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Interior Design Outlines New 

Hallway Plans 

Residential hallway carpet replacement is 

now being scheduled to take place over 

the next few years at Becketwood. Along 

with carpet replacement, walls will also be 

painted and the wall base will be replaced. 

The Interior Design committee has decided 

to recommend a change in the design 

scheme for these areas. Instead of using 

the same carpet and paint colors through-

out, each resident will be allowed to 

choose any type, pattern and color for car-

peting and paint in the hallway outside 

their unit door. In areas where two doors 

are across the hallway from each other, 

there will be a line drawn down the center 

and each resident may choose for their 

half. 

"We've grown tired of mindless confor-

mity" the committee reported. "It's time to 

move instead to mindless nonconformity." 

CHANGING TUNES 

 

Listening with astounding acuity to elec-

tronic signals outside the building, three 

elevators have decided to change their 

tunes to suit the seasons and their up and 

down moods. They learned from SIRI, AL-

EXA and the Google Maps voice VERA. The 

Becketwood Three have found their long-

overlooked voices. They will replace the 

familiar ding sounds with a low southern 

drawl for the basement and first floor and 

operatic high notes for floors five and six. 

New Becketwood Video 

 

 Becketwood will be installing a new video sys-

tem to help improve the work order system.  

The new video system will alert maintenance 

staff when the coast is clear of members armed 

with impromptu job requests. “Use the official 

work order system,” the staff suggests to mem-

bers. But when a Becketwood member spots a 

fast walking employee they often recall a pro-

ject in their unit needing immediate attention.  

 

Not wanting to wait in anticipation of a helpful 

hallway encounter, some members have 

learned to lurk patiently by the first floor eleva-

tors where there is comfortable seating and a 

water fountain. Members also linger in the cof-

fee room where coffee and sometimes cookies 

comfort the preyers. 

 

 The wait is similar to ice fishing in the 

winter or in the fall like being in a duck blind in 

anticipation of a rewarding opportunity. The 

new video system portends to shorten waiting 

time but it may shrink the fun of the hunt. 

Historical Documents Discovered 

Historically significant documents were re-

cently discovered when the padding in East Ele-

vator #2 was removed: A poster for the 2009 

New Member Dinner revealed the names of sev-

eral new members who have since been forgot-

ten. Also an announcement for the Y2K New 

Years party and the premier of the movie “Gone 

with the Wind”. Becketwood historians look for-

ward to cataloguing the documents.  

My electric car is shocking pink. 
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Social Distancing, cocktails, April 1, 1820,London 

Social Distancing, coffee, April 1, 2020 Becketwood 

This sixth annual Becketwood Timer is published by 

the Becketwood Alternative Communications Commit-

tee which accepts articles from all who want to have 

fun. 

Editor and Writer: Bob Kirk 

Graphic Designer: Susan Clip Art 

Contributing Writers: Howard Bergstrom, Doug 

Herron, Helen Grant, Peggy Ryden, Joel Mortensen, Iric 

Nathanson, Wayne Tellekson, Steve Schuller, Carol 

Spearman, Marlene Nathanson, and Brad Holt 

Some see things as they are and say why. I dream of 

things that never were and say that would make a 

good story for the Becketwood Timer. 

What goes around, comes around Department 

 

Why does the Strategic Imperatives (Board 

Policy Manual Sect. 3) describe Becketwood 

Members as “...active, engaged…” when 

many are married (but few are engaged) - of 

course, nobody really knows which ones are 

active? 


