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other.  The Marketing 

Committee also contributed 

two articles to the Becketwood 

Times encouraging Members to 

do what they could 

individually to make new 

Members feel welcome. 

 

Then Candace Barrick had an 

idea, “Why couldn’t we have 

the new Members introduce 

themselves outdoors and 

videotape it for the website?”  

The Marketing Committee 

thought that was a great idea.  

Enlisting the help of many 

other Members, Candace 

created an Outdoor New 

Member event on June 19 that 

everyone enjoyed immensely.   

 

It was the first time since the 

March lockdown that Members 

could be together for a 

program.  The weather was 

perfect.  The new Members 

charmed us—and stuck to their 

two-minute time limits.  The 

Marketing Committee is 

planning to do a similar 

outdoor introduction of new 

Members on September 25.  

And there is a rain date—

September 28. 

 

Now where do we go from 

here?  How do we help 

Members transition from new 

to old, first in this pandemic 

(Continued on page 2) 

Board Column 

By Carol Bechtel, Marketing 

 

Every Board Member, every 

chair of a MAC committee, 

every Member who takes on 

projects to make Becketwood 

better for everyone—all were 

new Members once.  Somehow, 

they got from knowing no one 

to becoming connected, 

contributing Members of our 

community. 

 

How does that happen?  How 

can we help it happen while we 

have pandemic restrictions?  

And how might we like it to 

happen post COVID-19?  We 

are all hearing a lot about how 

different the new normal will 

be once the pandemic is 

behind us, and that now is an 

opportunity to innovate.  

 

Becketwood’s Marketing 

Department and Marketing 

Committee, like everyone else, 

have had our usual procedures 

disrupted.  We are prohibited 

from holding our traditional 

New Member Receptions in the 

Wellington Room. 

 

Two of us on the Marketing 

Committee said, “We have to 

do something,” and came up 

with the idea of a Zoom 

meeting for the new Members 

and their mentors, so at least 

they could get to know each 



Board Actions in August 
 

M/S/C to extend the current COVID-19 

guidelines until the end of September. 
  

  

M/S/C not to exercise the Board’s 

option to purchase Unit # 411 or Unit 

#331. 

 

M/S/C to approve Marlene Meyer for 

Membership in Unit #373. 

 

M/S/C to approve Linda Coffin and 

Kathy Webster for Membership in Unit 

#301. 

 

M/C to accept the recommendation to 

install edging around the common 

gardens.  The cost will be paid for by a 

donor. 

 

M/C to approve the Policy for Posting 

Notices on Becketwood’s Bulletin Boards 

and Easels pending clarification and 

possible changes to Item #5, referring 

to posting notices on easels. 
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stage, but also beyond?  I’m hoping 

that thinking about this can go beyond 

the Marketing Committee.  

 

Question #1: How do we help old 

Members get to know new Members? 

 

Question #2: How do we help new 

Members get to know old Members? 

 

In the past the New Member Reception 

has been our answer to Question #1. 

Jacqueline Teisberg has put on and 

presided over this event in superb 

fashion for the past eight years.  But 

while Becketwood has stuck to a 

format, socializing all around us has 

become more informal by the decade.  

What would best suit our style in the 

future—and feel most welcoming to 

new people? 

 

Two things come to mind as past ways 

of answering Question #2:  The Food 

Service Committee has put on a 

luncheon for the new Members to 

introduce them to Wellington Room 

dining, catering services, and to help 

them get to know committee members 

and each other.  The Board of 

Directors has introduced them to the 

functions of the Board and 

Becketwood committees.  What else 

usually happens, and what would you 

like to see happen? 

 

Think back to your own experience as 

a new Member.  What made your 

adjustment to living at Becketwood 

easier for you?  What made you feel 

welcome?  Were there things that you 

wished had happened differently?  If 

you had the power to design a new 

Member experience, what would it 

look like? 

 

Could you let me know your ideas, 

please? 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Notes from 

Debbie 

By Debbie Richman, 

Executive Manager 

 

I thought I would do 

something a little different this month 

and choose a topic that relates 

somewhat to the current times. I often 

look for quotes for various things I am 

working on, so I am doing that here on 

the topic of understanding. They are in 

no particular order. I hope that you 

find them relatable right now, as I did.  

 

Everything that irritates us about 

others can lead us to an understanding 

of ourselves. 

Carl Jung 

 

Any fool can criticize, condemn, and 

complain but it takes character and 

self control to be understanding and 

forgiving. 

Dale Carnegie 

 

Never do today what you can put off 

till tomorrow. Delay may give clearer 

light as to what is best to be done. 

Aaron Burr 

 

All truths are easy to understand once 

they are discovered; the point is to 

discover them. 

Galileo Galilei 

 

You don't need strength to let go of 

something. What you really need is 

understanding. 

Guy Finley 

 

Everyone hears only what [they 

understand]. 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

 

To understand the heart and mind of a 

person, look not at what [they have] 
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already achieved, but at what [they 

aspire] to. 

Kahlil Gibran 

 

Nothing in life is to be feared. It is 

only to be understood. 

Marie Curie 

 

Don't believe what your eyes are 

telling you. All they show is limitation. 

Look with your understanding, find 

out what you already know, and you'll 

see the way to fly. 

Richard Bach 

 

If we are to live together in peace, we 

must come to know each other better. 

Lyndon Johnson 

 

The reality of the other person is not 

in what [they reveal] to you, but in 

what [they] cannot reveal to you. 

Therefore, if you would understand 

[them], listen not to what [they say] 

but rather what [they do] not say. 

Kahlil Gibran 

The office will be closed on  

Monday, September 7. 



Marketing News 

Maura, Kari, and Lynette 

 

Sales  

There was one closing in August to 

Marlene Meyer, who purchased 

Sheffield #373.  Many of you may 

know Marlene as she lives nearby and 

regularly comes to yoga class.  Please 

welcome Marlene! 

 

New Member Day 

As sales continue to keep us busy and 

as we continue to welcome more and 

more new Members to Becketwood, we 

are already preparing for the next New 

Member Day! On September 25 at 

1:30 pm, the New Member 

Subcommittee is planning another 

outdoor welcome event. We will use 

the previous outdoor event as a 

template for this one and will plan to 

gather again in the front circle and in 

front of the chapel. New Members will 

introduce themselves briefly and later 

the bios written by the mentors will be 

available as well. As of this writing, 

there are ten new Members from seven 

different units, so new neighbors are 

popping up all over! September 28 is 

the backup date in case of rain. Please 

see page 8 in this newsletter for more 

information. 

Comment and Suggestion Box 
Convenience Center 

Please use the form and  

remember to sign your name. 
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Introducing Eddie Szulim, 

Maintenance Technician 

 

Becky and I and 

our two 

daughters, 10-

year-old Taylor 

Elizabeth and 4 

year-old Aaliyah 

Lynn, live in 

Centerville.  Our 

family also 

includes a dog, 5-year old Porkchop, 

who is a mix of poodle and jack-

terrier.  

For the last 15 years I worked for the 

Minnesota Department of Corrections 

in Stillwater, Minnesota. Before that, I 

worked for a company specializing in 

interior and exterior property 

maintenance and management. It was 

a job that I really enjoyed. 

Recently, I decided that it was time to 

move on, to go back to the work that I 

enjoy and love, maintenance. My early 

days here at Becketwood have been 

great. Many thanks to all the 

Becketwood Members for the warm 

welcome you have shown me. 

A Note from River 

Road Hair Designers 

 

As we all alter our ways 

of doing things, we at the 

Salon are also adjusting 

our hours and schedules 

to accommodate recommended 

“social distancing.”  We continue, as 

always, to implement universal 

sanitation with a few added 

procedures to keep the salon safe for 

our clients.  We want to thank 

everyone for their continued support. 

 

Thank you again! 

 

Ramona Bolton 
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What’s Cookin’ 

By Chef Brandon 

Lenzmeier 

 

Greetings, 

We hope everyone is well 

as the summer slowly 

comes to an end and we look forward 

to the fall season. 

 

We are going to continue Meatless/

Vegetarian Wednesdays through the 

month of September.  We appreciate 

everyone’s participation in ordering 

meals.  Please continue to spread the 

word and encourage your friends to 

try it out! 

 

If you would like to purchase a gift 

card/certificate for a fellow Member to 

have a free meal from the kitchen, 

contact the kitchen or Barb Sundberg. 

 

Please feel free to contact the kitchen 

if you have any questions.  

612-746-1010  

 

A few exciting dates to mark on your 

calendar for September 2020: 

 

Labor Day Meal  

Monday, September 7 

12 pm 

 

Birthday Celebration Meal  

Friday, September 18 

5:30 pm  

Member Services 

By Deb Rodmyre, LSW 

Member Services 

Coordinator 

 

Thanks and goodbye 

to employee Brad 

Pederson.  He has 

worked as a bus 

driver for Becketwood 

for the past 10 years.  

Staff and Members 

alike have enjoyed 

working with Brad due to his likeable 

personality, patient demeanor and 

ability to laugh and have fun.  He 

presents in a very respectful manner 

and is humble and gracious.  I am sure 

we will see him from time to time as 

he has friends at Becketwood.  He can 

also be found at the greenhouse that 

has been in his family for over 61 

years, Bloomington Garden Center.  

Enjoy your retirement, Brad and 

thanks for your service!   

 

Flu Clinic 

We will be offering a socially 

distanced clinic on Monday, 

October 5, from 10:30 am-1:30 pm in 

the Wellington Room.  The vaccines 

will be provided by Hennepin Health 

Care System.  The Wellness Committee 

and I are working out the details 

because we will only be able to have 

approximately 10 people at a time in 

the Wellington Room.  We will have 

safe waiting areas for you and there 

will be assigned times for portions of 

each floor to come on down.  More 

information will be available on the 

ledge. All vaccines are the high-dose 

vaccine recommended for those 65 

and older. 

 

Please remember to wear short 

sleeves, bring your Medicare card, 

insurance card and completed consent 

form that can be found on the ledge 

after Labor Day.  If you want to get 

your shot before October, please call 

your doctor or go to Walgreens. 

 

Business Not as Usual  

Due to COVID 19 there will not be OLLI 

classes, Great Decisions, the 55 Alive 

Driver Refresher Course this fall, or the 

winter Holiday Boutique. 



In Remembrance 
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Marilyn Johnson’s 

family and 

Becketwood 

friends remember 

her kindness, 

generosity, and 

happy disposition, 

along with her 

sweet smile and 

the “bluest” of 

eyes.  She grew up in St. Paul and later 

lived in Minneapolis not far from 

Becketwood, moving here in 2005.  

Wherever she lived, Marilyn was always 

considered a true neighborhood person. 

 

After marrying, graduating from 

Macalester and raising four children, 

she worked first as a medical 

technologist in a hospital and then later 

in life as a law office receptionist.  

Whatever she did, she was always 

thought of as an involved participant.  

Here at Becketwood she was very active 

for many years in the Craft Center as a 

card recycler.  She and Maxine McNair 

were the card “gluers” and liked to 

think of themselves as the “best gluers 

ever.”  She was always proud of her 

work and loved having a cup of coffee 

and a good visit after the recycling was 

finished.  Marilyn also served on the 

Library and Pantry Committees.   

 

Gardening was another of her favorite 

pastimes.  Over the years, she liked 

tending her house plants and her 

Becketwood plot.  Outdoors she could 

also enjoy her fellow gardeners and 

continue her neighborly ways. 

 

Marilyn died in July at the age of 87.  

She will be remembered as a good 

listener and a neighborly person who 

cherished her close Becketwood 

friendships. 

 

Phyllis Kromer 

Sara Roberson 

 

For the past 21 years Sara Roberson 

shared her many resources and talents 

from her history of teaching, readings, 

and self-education with Members of 

Becketwood Cooperative. 

 

Sara grew up on a farm, graduated from 

Macalester College and United 

Theological Seminary, and worked in 

Child Welfare. After she married and 

had two children, she took part in the 

family landscaping and garden 

business. But learning and teaching 

became an enduring passion. Her first 

teaching position was at Harrison 

Elementary in North Minneapolis. A 

lifelong humanist, she was driven to 

understand and assist in issues of 

multiculturalism and racism among her 

students and the communities where 

she served. 

 

Her love for children led her to develop 

a resource catalog for teachers of young 

readers, knowing the need for children 

to read and learn of their heritage. At 

Becketwood, she continued that interest 

and shared her considerable 

multicultural library with Members and 

even Members’ grandchildren. 

 

Over the years (she arrived in 1999), as 

a member of the Communications 

Committee and a Times contributor, she 

has been a strong advocate for world 

religions. Recently, on the North Board, 

a list of world holidays and celebrations 

was posted. After an extended illness, 

Sara died in July.  We will miss Sara’s 

passion and sweet smile, along with her 

wisdom.  

 

Carol Masters 

In Remembrance 



Becketwood  

Committee News 

Program Committee  

 

The Becketwood Program 

Committee continues to 

offer outdoor programs in 

our front circle as long as 

the weather cooperates. As of this 

writing, we’ve yet to postpone an 

event. We also ask that you keep an eye 

on our bulletin boards for notices of 

last-minute bookings. We had several 

in August. 

 

An exciting event has just been 

scheduled with the Minnesota 

Orchestra sending members of their 

string section as a part of their “Music 

at Your Doorstep” response to COVID 

concerns. 

 

The Chapel parking lot will again serve 

as the gathering place for twenty 

recreational dancers under the 

leadership of Caren Grantz Keljik on a 

Sunday afternoon, at 3:30 pm.  Up to 

ten dancers from our Becketwood 

community who have experience in 

International Folk Dance or who have 

previously danced with Caren are 

invited to join ten other dancers from 

the Twin Cities area for the event. 

Dancers with the necessary experience 

can sign up on the ledge beginning on 

September 1st on a “first-come, first 

served” basis. Everyone else is invited 

to come and observe. Contact Mary 

Weddle or Randy Nelson with 

questions. 

 

Keep bringing your chairs, observe 

social distancing, mask up and stay 

safe. 
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS 

 

9/2 Wednesday, Update on the Ford 

site development “Highland Bridge” 

with Frank Jossi. 

 

9/10 Thursday, Becketwood Think 

Tank Committee presentation, 

10:30 am, front circle. Rain date 9/11. 

 

9/13 Sunday, Recreational Dance 

demonstration, 3:30 pm, Chapel 

parking lot. 

 

9/19 Saturday, American Swedish 

Institute Youth Strings, 2 pm, front 

circle. Rain date 9/20. 

 

9/26 Saturday, Minnesota Orchestra 

“Music at Your Doorstep Program,” 

2 pm, front circle. Rain date 9/27. 

 

David Mckay, Co-chair Becketwood 

Program Committee, with 

contributions from Randy Nelson 

Thought for the Month 

We all do better,  

when we all do better. 

Paul Wellstone 

Chapel Committee 

 

The Chapel Committee 

continues to sponsor 

prayer vigils through 

the end of September.  

Join us Wednesdays 

any time between 4 

and 5 pm on the patio in front of the 

Chapel.  Each Wednesday’s vigil is 

sponsored by a member of Chapel 

Committee.  In case of rain, the vigil is 

cancelled until the following week. 

 

Susan DeVries, Chair 



Choir News 

 

When asked “What 

brings you joy?” most 

people have nature and family on their 

list. Me, too, but music is also high on 

mine!  Recently, getting out of my car 

at Lund’s, I heard live accordion music.  

Immediately my spirits lifted and I felt 

like dancing.  A ragtime CD in my car 

always makes me smile and tap my 

toe.  And when I play a certain 

Pavarotti CD, I need to watch out so 

my joyful accelerator foot doesn’t get 

heavier and heavier. 

 

Ardis Whitman writes: “After a 

torrential downpour forced us off the 

road, the rain suddenly ended.  A thin 

radiance, like a spray of gold , spread 

from the clouds.  Every blade of grass 

was crystalline as the sun flashed on 

trembling drops.  The very road shone, 

and a rainbow arched across the sky.  

It was as though this beam of color 

had been built for us alone.  We could 

hardly speak for awe and joy." 

 

 "Joy,” says the dictionary, is 

“exultation of spirit, delight, a state of 

felicity.”  Awe and a sense of mystery 

are part of it, as are humility and 

gratitude.  What if these moments of 

joy are given to us to reveal that this is 

the way we are meant to live? What if 

the clarity of joy is the way we should 

be seeing all the time?  The more 

grievous the world, the more we  need 

to remember the luminous beauty at 

the center of life.  Our moments of joy 

are proof that at the heart of darkness 

an unquenchable light shines. 

 

Peace, Jean Geissler, Director 
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Welcome New Members 

 

Can you remember… 

when you first moved into 

Becketwood? Perhaps you were 

assigned a mentor to help you as you 

moved in. Then as the days went by 

there were lots of questions…where is 

my mailbox? how do I sign up for 

meals? how do I pay for meals? can I 

buy things from the pantry? how? 

where did I park my car? ... and oh so 

many more.  

 

At Becketwood we strive to welcome 

our new neighbors as best we can. 

With the virus that works so hard to 

keep us from getting together in any 

meaningful way, our welcoming 

protocols have had to change. One of 

the many ways we try to make new 

Members feel more comfortable in 

their new home is the New Member 

Reception. This virus makes it so that 

we must have the reception outdoors 

with masks and physical distancing.  

 

The next opportunity to welcome new 

Members will be 1:30 pm on Friday, 

September 25 on the lawn near the 

front entrance. If the weather does not 

cooperate on that date, we have set 

aside Monday, September 28 as Plan B. 

 

Get the date on your calendar right 

away. Help welcome Wes and Linda 

Skoglund, John and Lyn Pegg, Kim 

Langness and Andy Momont, Carolyn 

Folke, Maxine Lester and Sharon Lage. 

We hope that people will stay around 

for a bit after the formalities and get 

to know some of these new Members 

(remembering distancing, of course). 

But we also hope that we all remember 

our first days and weeks here and find 

ways to be helpful to them as they 

learn the ropes here at Becketwood. 

 

Michelle Schutt 

 



Please join us on 

 Thursday, September 10, 2020, at 

10:30 a.m. 

to learn more about 
 

The Becketwood Think Tank’s report 
 

PREPARING FOR 2040:  

 THE IMPACT OF CLIMATE 

CHANGE 

ON BECKETWOOD. 
   

We’ll meet outside near the Chapel 

and 

there will be cookies! 
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News from the 

Workshop 

 

Morning coffee is no 

longer in the workshop; 

we meet most Tuesdays 

and Thursdays at 10 am 

via Zoom. Contact Ray Mikkelson or 

Don Besser if you’d like to be on the 

invitation list. 

 

The workshop is still open and people 

are still using it. Jon Riehle has been 

busy with some beautiful refinishing 

projects. Dale Gjerde is there nearly 

every day re-gluing chairs and tables, 

working on his own turning projects, 

and maintaining order in the shop. 

Don Besser is doing electrical repairs 

to lamps and such. Leif Duus is busy 

making wooden jewelry and figurines, 

and wishing we might have a craft 

sale. We talked about setting up our 

items in the dining room and having a 

silent auction that spreads out over a 

week’s time so no one need 

congregate near the displays. Let us 

know what you think of that idea. 

 

The big news is that the air quality 

working group, after many air quality 

tests and a variety of modifications to 

existing equipment, made their report 

to the entire committee recommending:  

1. purchase a new edge sander to 

replace the current belt sander;  

2. purchase another vacuum dedicated 

to sanding operations;  

3. hire an electrician to upgrade 

service for this new sander and 

configure things to accommodate 

automatic blast gates; and  

4. add those blast gates.  

 

We realized that we are unable to 

mitigate, without incredible expense, 

all the particles created in a workshop, 

but we are doing a much better job. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Question of the Month 

 

Why does so much laundry 

get forgotten in the laundry 

rooms, never to be retrieved?   

 

That is the  million dollar 

question!  Members, please 

note which laundry room you 

use on a particular day, as 

well as the time the washer 

and dryer will be done, so 

you can retrieve your laundry 

in a timely manner.  Thanks! 
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And one of the key components in a 

better job lies in the individuals who 

work there, who must take some 

responsibility for taking care of 

themselves. One idea that was floated 

was to have a cabinet of cubby holes 

with individual face masks that have 

replaceable filters. We would supply 

the space and the mask (at cost) and 

the individual would be responsible for 

changing out the filters as needed. 

We’ll see where that idea goes. 

 

On another subject, we talked about 

sponsoring a design competition to 

come up with a device that could be 

fitted over the sidewalk light posts to 

eliminate light pollution, but still keep 

Becketwood’s walkways safely 

illuminated. 

 

Lastly we talked about the need to let 

everyone who lives here know that we 

are still looking for projects: gluing 

furniture, refinishing tables, building 

frames, making lights come on again, 

or assembling furniture. Try us and see 

if we can’t do your project. Call anyone 

on the committee. If you just want to 

drop the project off, we have work 

order forms on a clipboard outside the 

door to the workshop, and you can 

leave things there — you don’t have to 

come down between 10 and 11. Idle 

hands are the devil’s workshop — help 

keep us out of trouble. 

 

Joel Mortensen 

(Continued from page 9) 

Bdote (B do te) 

 

During this pandemic, our 

Becketwood site is a 

blessing that renews and 

soothes our spirits with its beauty, 

wildlife, gardening and outdoor space 

to social distance/connect with family 

and friends.  

 

As this land is special to us, so also it 

is to the Dakota Nation. 

 

Bdote, "where two waters come 

together," at the confluence of the 

Wapka Tanka (Mississippi) and Wapka 

Mnisota (Minnesota River) is their 

sacred birth place.  Their creation 

story recounts how they came down 

from Canku Anagi, "the spirit road," 

made up of the stars from the Milky 

Way, to earth where the Creator 

shaped them from the clay of Maka 

Ina, “Mother Earth.” Other sacred sites 

on this larger garden of Eden are Mni 

Owe Sni (Coldwater Spring) and 

Minigaga and Wapka Cistini 

(Minnehaha Falls and Creek).   

 

Archaeologists document human 

activity in Mnisota to 9,000-12,000 

years ago. The Dakota and Ojibwe 

valued their relationship and were 

more often at peace—hunting 

together, creating families together, 

sharing religious experiences and 

prospering—than war. The 1825 

Multinational Treaties of Prairie Du 

Chien divided Mnisota amongst four 

tribes. Under the guise of eliminating 

conflict on its western borders, the 

treaties cleared the titles to the lands 

and made it easier for the government 

to purchase land tracts from cash-

strapped individual nations because 

fur trade creditors took the bulk of a 

nation's U.S. government payments. 

 

So as we appreciate the beauty and 

wonder of this property, let us also 

listen to the echoes of history, and 

acknowledge and honor its importance 

to the Dakota and Ojibwe Nations.  

 

LeEtta Flicker 

Member of DAWG (Diversity Action 

Working Group) 



Did you know? 

 

In the green policy book, 

under the Safety and 

Independent Living section, 

there is a policy that 

addresses Members’ 

personal information.  

 

It states that Members are REQUIRED to 

provide the Member Services 

Coordinator with their birth date and a 

copy of their driver’s license.  This 

information is given to Marketing at 

the closing and kept in the confidential 

Member file housed in the Member 

Services office.  All Members are 

ENCOURAGED to provide the following 

information annually for their own 

protection.  
 

 Name and phone number of one 

or two persons to contact in an 

emergency 

 Name and phone number of 

primary physician 

 Medical conditions paramedics 

need to be informed of 

 Mortuary of choice 

 Hospital of choice 

 Copy of advance directive 

(should also be posted on your 

refrigerator) 

 Power of attorney form 

 

It is also recommended  a new form be 

completed if your medical condition 

changes, you change doctors, or one of 

your emergency contact numbers 

changes. 

 

See me in the office if you would like 

to see your current form or have 

questions.  New forms can be found in 

the Convenience Center. 

 

Deb Rodmyre 

            11       September 2020 

Tip of the Month 

from the 

Recycling Team: 

 

Whether you’re 

moving out, moving in 

or just cleaning up 

after a party or celebration, when that 

family member or friend offers to 

“take care” of your recycling, compost 

or trash, please make sure they know 

where each of those categories of 

waste belong, and that they are in the 

proper container: Trash should be 

bagged (any type will do) and go in 

the trash chute in a recycling room. 

Only recyclables can go in the 

recycling rooms, or they can be 

delivered to the recycling bins in the 

garage (please empty the container 

into the bins, don’t just toss it in). 

And compost, in a closed paper bag or 

a compostable plastic bag, belongs in 

the compost bin in the garage. It’s 

nice to have help with cleanup, but 

not if things don’t go to the correct 

place. 

 

Thanks for all you do to get all our 

waste to the right place! 

 

Jon Riehle 

Green Tip: Use Your Cloth Bags 

 

Acquiring too many paper bags (while 

trees are being killed)? You can use 

your reusable bags at the grocery 

store. 

 

Ask the check-out person to return 

your order to the grocery cart instead 

of packing it.  Then take the checked-

out order to your parking space, whip 

out your cloth bags and pack them 

there. 

 

Carol Bechtel 



Pantry News  

 

Business is slowly getting 

back to normal in the 

Pantry.  Deliveries are 

being requested for 

Wednesday afternoons 

and Lund’s has been able 

to accommodate that 

schedule. 

 

We’re taking a close look 

at our offerings, especially 

the canned goods we 

started carrying a year 

ago, to ensure our product 

mix is meeting the demands of our 

customers.  If there are products you 

think we should carry that we aren’t (or 

vice versa) please let the Pantry Chair 

know. 

 

Pantry Volunteers:  We couldn’t run 

the Pantry without our team of very 

dedicated volunteers.  You can learn 

who’s volunteering each month by 

consulting the sign just inside the 

Pantry door. 

 

Doors:   

 Pantry Door: The lock has been 

fixed and requires use of the 

internal passkey.   

 Cooler Doors:  Please be sure you 

close cooler doors! 

 

            12       September 2020 

Out of Ink 

Again!?!                                                      

Let's face it:  

printers can 

be a pain. 

Ink 

cartridges dry up faster than you 

expect, and replacing them seems to be 

harder than it should be. What to do? 

 

Having the printed instructions for 

replacing cartridges can be very useful. 

If you can't find your printer manual, 

do not despair. You can easily find the 

manual online. Just search for the 

brand, model number and manual. Like 

this:  Epson Workforce 520 manual. 

 

If reading the manual helps you get the 

job done, great! But if it doesn't, then 

maybe you should pay more attention 

to what the printer tells you. 

 

Nowadays, printers have a small screen 

that you tap (similar to a tablet or 

smart phone) to tell it what you want to 

do. It will also tell you what is wrong, 

like “out of ink” or “clean nozzles.” It 

likely will show you how to open the 

printer to replace the cartridges. If you 

haven't properly snapped a cartridge 

into place, it will tell you that. In fact, 

it will tell you that over and over and 

over again until you get it right. That 

can be really annoying. 

 

So here are some tips on snapping 

those cartridges into place. Shine some 

light on the interior of your printer. It's 

probably black plastic, difficult for 

older eyes to see. So shine a light 

across the cartridge holder, not directly 

into it. The police don't use flashlights 

to illuminate objects, they highlight 

outlines and irregularities. If you shine 

a light from the side, you can see a 

shadow or irregularity where one 

cartridge sticks up a little differently 

from the others. That's probably the 

offender. Or possibly you just didn’t 

use quite enough force to push the 

cartridge into place. 

 

So printed instructions are great. They 

tell you what to do. The printer is 

better. It tells you what you did wrong. 

 

Carol Delak and 

Katherine Richardson 



Fulfillment:  Spot shortages continue 

on Lund’s end. Lean Cuisine products 

have been largely unavailable lately 

and Lay’s Potato Chip singles have 

been unavailable for over a month. 

 

Product Updates:   

 Toilet paper in 4-pack units is still 

unavailable.  We will continue to 

sell the stock of singles we have 

on hand.  Our hope is to stock 

wrapped single rolls in the future. 

 Now that people can shop in 

grocery stores more readily, we 

have discontinued sales of yogurt 

and butter. 

 Lund’s no longer accepts the 

return of the very sturdy, large 

plastic bags they use for delivery.  

They are being placed on top of 

the “back stock” rack to the left of 

the entry door and are free for the 

taking.  First come, first served. 

 

Charge Slips:  Don’t forget to use the 

correct Charge Slip. 

 White slips for pantry items. 

 Yellow slips for Kitchen-

prepared items. 

 

Susan Evans, Pantry Committee Chair 

Art Committee 

 

The Art Committee 

is looking forward 

to being more 

active despite 

COVID-19!  We are 

planning more exhibits that will 

involve our membership since we 

can’t have Cookie Cart openings for 

our outside artists.  See Jean 

Swanson’s column on page 14.  Keep 

these in mind in case you have any 

contributions for these upcoming 

shows. 

 

I also want to remind Members about 

putting up new art.  Each floor has a 

monitor (except for the 1st floor).  

Please contact that floor monitor when 

you want to loan or donate an art 

piece to Becketwood.  There is now a 

system in place for accepting new 

pieces and logging them into our 

inventory.  It took us six months to 

complete this system, and we hope to 

be able to keep it up-to-date. 

 

The floor monitors are. 
  

 1st Floor we need a new  

 person, but in the meantime,  

 contact Bonnie Porte 
 

 2nd Floor Shirley Dahlgren 
 

 3rd Floor Nancy Minahan 
 

 4th Floor Joel Wiberg 
 

 5th Floor Jean Swanson 
 

 6th Floor Bonnie Porte 

 

The committee thanks all the Members 

who have loaned or donated art pieces 

to Becketwood.  And we appreciate it 

when you notice that there have been 

changes.  We have a very eclectic 

collection and when I take (used to) 

prospective new Members on tours, I 

get lots of reactions — almost always 

good! 

 

Bonnie Porte 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the Wellness resources in 

our library! 
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Art Exhibit Schedule 

 

For the next several months, the Art 

Committee is planning a series of art 

exhibits in the West and East Dining 

Rooms that will be made up of work 

from art collections within our 

building.  We will start with another 

show of work from our loaned and 

donated collection.  After that exhibit, 

we are inviting each Member to share a 

work from their individual collection.  

That will be followed by quilts of one 

of our Members, Alison Goss.  Then we 

will invite Members to display art work 

depicting their ancestors. These no 

doubt will mainly be photos, but they 

can be in any media.  

 

The following is a list of exhibits 

planned into January. 

 

August 21-Sept. 17:  New show of work 

from the collection 
 

Sept.18-Oct. 29:  Members’ art from 

their own collection (any media) 
 

Oct. 30-Dec.10: Alison Goss’ Quilts 
 

Dec. 11-Jan. 21: Members’ Portraits of 

Ancestors (any media) 

 

For the Member shows, the committee 

will be appreciative of your support 

and participation, and we will look 

forward to seeing a wide variety of art 

work in various media.  As with other 

things in all of our lives, the pandemic 

has given the committee the 

opportunity to find a new way to 

mount art exhibits.  We welcome the 

challenge of working within 

Becketwood's guidelines for the 

pandemic. 

 

Please check out the forms for the first 

Member show, which you can find on 

the ledge outside the offices. 

 

Jean Swanson 

Here’s the News 

with all the Dirt ... 

 

Member Gardens 

Alert 

Keep an eye on the 

raspberries – looks 

like a possible fall crop! 

 

Stewards and caretakers who tend our 

Common Gardens will be getting 

some help, thanks to an anonymous 

donor.  Hooray!  And thank you!  We 

will be adding garden edging to most 

of our Common Gardens, hopefully 

this year, to help reduce the need to 

weed.  We can always use help with 

weeding, so if you feel like connecting 

one-on-one with Mother Nature, 

contact the Steward for a garden near 

you.  See the list on the north bulletin 

board by the mailbox door.  Or contact 

Bonnie Sample for possibilities. 

 

In the August newsletter, you learned 

that the Tree Committee (a subgroup 

of Landscape and Gardens) is also 

responsible for monitoring and 

working with our contracted Arborist 

to support a healthy understory of 

shrubbery.  Although shrubs may not 

be as charismatic as trees, they play a 

very important role in the health and 

beauty of our landscape.  A diversity 

of shrubs provides critical habitat for 

a diversity of birds, bees, and other 

insects by serving as a food source 

with fruits, seeds, and flowers 

throughout much of the year.  They 

also provide nesting sites for birds 

and insects as well as cover for 

protection.  And don’t forget the value 

shrubs bring to the cooling of an area, 

plus, they add great visual interest.  

One outcome of this renewed focus 

was to re-organize the Tree/Shrub 

Committee and that has begun. Stay 

tuned for updates. 
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And as a reminder, if you are 

interested in a tree as a Memorial, 

Becketwood will work with our 

Arborist who will provide the list of 

possible species and available 

locations. 

 

Enjoy our great Outdoors every 

chance you get!  It’s good for your 

health. 

 

Bonnie Sample for Landscape and 

Gardens 

Socrates Café 

 

The Socrates Café will 

continue to meet online on the 

first and third Tuesdays of the 

month at 3:30 pm until it is 

possible to again meet in 

person. Contact Randy Nelson 

for details. 

 

Randy Nelson 

Alternative Cinema presented by the 

Rydens 

 

Following the July 28th Becketwood 

Board COVID-19 summary: “we 

continue to believe that gatherings 

involving 10 people or fewer are not 

workable at Becketwood because we 

have no enclosed interior spaces in 

which even small groups can be 

accommodated without compromising 

the recommended physical 

distancing.”  Alternate Cinema's 

movies in the Windsor Room will be 

suspended indefinitely.  While we all 

have the option to move gatherings 

outside, our movies cannot be 

supported outside or in Kensington 

Square as winter approaches. 

 

We close with a quote and thanks:  

from the movie Forrest Gump — “My 

momma always said life was like a box 

of chocolates.  You never know what 

you're gonna get” — and thank you all 

for sharing time together and the 

magic of the silver screen! 

 

The Rydens 

If you are 

looking for a 

way to 

volunteer at 

Becketwood, 

please 

consider 

being a 

moving 

maven.  We all have experienced the 

stress of moving day, probably many 

times.  The Marketing Committee 

established the maven program to be a 

cohort of current residents who are 

willing to support new Members 

during their move-in.  The maven 

connects with the new Member prior to 

the move-in and serves as their “go-to” 

person on the day of the move, 

regarding what is necessary vis a vis 

the existing community, so the 

Member can focus on the process of 

settling in. 

 

This is a great way to volunteer if you 

don’t want to be tied down with 

regular meetings or commitments, as 

you volunteer only when you are 

available. 

 

Please call or text co-chair Diane 

Ballentine 612-729-4330 if you have 

questions and are interested. 



Library Committee 

 

A big Book Giveaway of 

books withdrawn from 

our library will occur in 

the Wellington Room in 

mid-September. Watch 

for the dates and more 

information. Giveaway Books will no 

longer be found in the Book Nook. 

 

Mary Heltsley, Chair 

 

 

While we will not be able to schedule 

a Great Decisions program for the 

fall, those interested in keeping up to 

date on foreign affairs can access the 

Global Minnesota website 

globalminnesota.org.  

 

Many events are planned for the rest 

of the year including webinars and 

discussions led by experienced 

diplomats and others with an interest 

in international affairs.  

 

A copy of the Great Decisions 

magazine is available in our library 

with articles on all the topics chosen 

for 2020. 

 

Gretchen Flynn 

Bicycle News 

 

Bicycle Rack Space – 

Progress 

Since the last update, an ad hoc 

Bicycle Committee was formed (Iric 

Nathanson, Angela Bohmann, Jon 

Riehle, Anita Doyle, and Susan Evans).  

With the goal of expanding bike 

parking in the garage, the group first 

did an inventory of the existing bike 

owners’ bike usage.  To our delight 

and through a combination of bike 

donations to family and/or charity 

and bikes moved to car parking stalls, 

we were able to accommodate all on 

our waiting list.   

 

However, we anticipate continued 

demand due to the increased 

popularity of cycling. From January 

through mid-August, eleven units 

were sold to new Members, 

generating a demand for eight bicycle 

parking spots.  As a result, the 

committee is working with Buildings 

and Grounds to find space for 

additional bike parking.  A proposal is 

scheduled for presentation at the 

September B&G meeting. 

 

Bike Registration 

In accordance with the Bicycle section 

of the A to Z Manual, we will soon 

register the un-racked bikes.  Owners 

will be identified via their parking 

stall numbers and contacted for 

verification.  Bike stickers will follow. 

 

Donating is easy!  

Some people are still unsure if they’re 

ready to let their bikes go, but when 

they are and if they need help, they 

can contact Candace Barrick. She and 

other Easy Riders will facilitate the 

donation process.  

 

Whether you donate your bike, sell it, 

or give it away, if you permanently 
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remove your bike from the garage, 

please contact Susan Evans so the 

spot can be reassigned.  

 

To get on the wait list or if you have 

replaced a bike and need a new 

sticker, call Susan Evans’ landline.  

Leave your name and phone number 

and explain what you need.  

 

Susan Evans, Bicycle Parking 

Coordinator 



NEW IN THE LIBRARY 

FICTION 
 

IN THE MIDST OF WINTER by Isabel 

Allende. A fender-bender brings 

together two professors and a young 

Guatemalan immigrant in Brooklyn. 

They learn about the tragedies in each 

of their pasts, as their collective story 

evolves to include both murder and 

love.  

 

US AGAINST YOU by Fredrik Backman. 

In this book by the author of A Man 

Called Ove there is a declaration of 

love for all the bright and dark stories 

that give form and color to our 

communities. Loyalty, friendship, and 

kindness can carry a town through the 

most challenging days. 

 

NORMAL PEOPLE by Sally Rooney. 

Connell and Marianne, intellectually 

gifted Irish students with different 

social skills, arrive at Trinity, where 

they become friends and their awkward 

conversations and mutual respect grow 

into love. 

 

THE SECRETS WE KEPT by Lara 

Prescott. Set in the 1950s, this exciting 

novel is based on the true story of the 

CIA’ s underground effort to train two 

women in the CIA typing pool to 

smuggle Boris Pasternak’s masterpiece 

Dr. Zhivago into Russia. It combines 

espionage with the love story that 

inspired the book.  

 

MYSTERIES 
 

FAIR WARNING by Michael Connelly. In 

his investigation of unregulated sales 

of genetic material, investigative 

reporter Jack McEvoy uncovers a link 

to several murders of women who had 

been researching their family history. 

 

(Continued on page 18) 

BOOKS BY MAIL 

 

Did you know you can get books from 

the Hennepin County Library through 

the mail at no charge?   

Friends of the Library can also help 

you access books online. 
 

For more information call  

At Home Services  

612-543-8850. 
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A Memory by 

Nancy Schultz 

 

Remember the old 

black and white 

movies when the 

lead actress got 

angry and threw and broke 

everything in sight?  It seemed silly 

to me.  Well, one hot summer day, I 

actually got silly. 

 

Something, I don’t remember what, 

made my very angry and I had an 

overwhelming desire to throw 

something.  I looked around the 

kitchen for an object to throw.  The 

pot on the stove?  Then I thought, 

wouldn’t that break or leave a dent?  

How about a bowl?  Then it would 

break and I would have to clean it 

up.  Common sense started to take 

over. 

 

At that point the girls came in and 

they could not believe what their 

mother wanted to do.  I finally found 

the perfect object and before the 

girls could stop me, I threw that 

marshmallow as far as I could!  We 

all had a good laugh and life 

returned to normal. 



NON-FICTION 
 

HOW TO BE AN ANTI-RACIST by Ibram 

X. Kendi.  The opposite of ‘racist’ isn’t 

‘not racist,’ it’s ‘antiracist.’ There’s no 

such thing as racial neutrality, Kendi 

posits. He applies this standard to such 

aspects of American society as power, 

behavior, class, sexuality and 

ultimately survival. 

 

AMERICAN EDEN by Victoria Johnson 

is a biography of David Hosack, early 

American physician and botanist and 

his work in creating the nation’s first 

public botanical garden. The book 

describes the state of medicine and 

botany in early New York and 

something of the social life of the time. 

 

MY GRANDMOTHER’S HANDS by 

Resma Menakem “argues that racism 

can never be dealt with until we 

recognize the racialized trauma that 

lives in our bodies and then engage in 

the body practices that can bring 

healing.” 

 

STRANGERS IN THEIR OWN LAND by 

Arlie Russell Hochschild. A must-read 

for any political American who isn't 

ready to give up just yet. 

 

MY FATHER LEFT ME IRELAND by 

Michael Dougherty. This book is a 

series of heart-wrenchingly honest 

letters to the author’s absentee father. 

MBD wrote with great vulnerability and 

bravery, about what it means to be a 

father, a son, a citizen, and to have 

roots which spread across oceans, 

weaving in recent Irish history and the 

cultural character of the Irish people.  

 

A PEOPLE’S HISTORY OF THE SEWARD 

NEIGHBORHOOD ed. by Wendy 

Epstein, Marilyn Matheny, and Rick 

Musser. This addition to our Minnesota 

History Shelf is full of stories about 

Seward’s residents from its early 

(Continued from page 17) 
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SEPTEMBER MEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

   3 Sue Zuriff 

   3 Alison Goss 

   3 Dale Gjerde 

   6 Ruth Gaylord 

   8 Mary Smith 

 10 Nancy McNeff 

 12 Vera Watson 

 13 Kim Langness 

 15 Chuck Roach 

 16 Bob Ochtrup 

 17 Mike Hogan 

 18 Margaret Gilland 

 18 Mary Theresa Downing 

 19 Betty Maetzold 

 21 Eric Ramstad 

 22 Roger Ryden 

 26 Mary Ahler 

 27 Dick Juhl 

 28 Lorene Liddle 

 29 Barbara Godfrey 

 29 Le Etta Flicker 

 29 Brad Glorvigen 

 30 Marnie Ruch 

 30 Bev Iverson Bedford 
 

Please contact Susan in the office if you do 

not want your name to appear on the 

Birthday List or if there are corrections. 
 

September Birthday Dinner:   

Friday, September 18 ~ 5:30 pm  

Redeem your birthday coupon! 

settlers before 1850 to its current 

immigrants. Numerous photos and a 

full index add to a very readable 

history. 

 

POETRY 
 

THIS DISTANCE IN MY HANDS by 

Sandra Sidman Larson. The Loft has 

produced another poet of note. Larson 

writes autobiographically about 

traversing life and the places life takes 

one. Her eye for detail is far from 

tedious. 
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B~WOOD DOIN’S 

By John Fenn 

Yours Truly the Unruly 

grows healthier every 

day. 

 

MEMBER/STAFF 

KUDOS 
 

Exactly 400 years ago a 

gentleman by the name 

of Edward Doty made 

a life-changing 

decision and went on board the 

Mayflower on its historic voyage across 

the Atlantic.  

 

400 years and four generations later, 

we discover Herb Doty, age 100 years. 

Welcome Herb to the growing ranks of 

BECKETWOOD centenarians. 

Because he spent 42 years working for 

the Minneapolis Gas and Light 

Company, he is the resident guru of 

our heating and ventilation system. To 

this day, maintenance looks to him for 

advice and troubleshooting. This is a 

tremendous service, needless to say. 

Herb is an accomplished tuba player 

and was in Special Services in the Army 

band. 

 

Now, I'm sure we are all very interested 

in finding out his secret for a life of 

such longevity. From the first he was 

always very active; riding his bike well 

into his 90s for an hour a day or more 

and even now walks half an hour a day. 

His mind is in magnificent shape, a 

wonderful communicator, and 

extensive reader (as he has been all his 

life). 

 

“Sometimes I worry that I read too 

much and that I should be doing more 

exercises or doing more things.” 

 

Not so, Herb. Reading is a great 

exercise for building your brain 

synapses, which contributes to your 

mental acuity.  

 

Now as to diet; Herb has never been 

overweight. He enjoys pretty much of a 

Mediterranean diet. Rarely eating red 

meat and having fish quite often. He 

loves to eat and has to restrain himself 

from overeating. Maggie, his 

companion, encourages his culinary 

cravings. 

 

“She does the cooking and I do the 

eating.” 

 

Herb is free of any major chronic 

diseases, does have a couple of heart 

murmurs but that has been taken care 

of for around ten years by a pacemaker 

that really works well.  

 

Herb is a beloved member of our 

BECKETWOOD community, and we 

extend maximum kudos for his 

tremendous lifetime accomplishments. 

This column appears monthly in the Becketwood 

Times.  Drop a word or two about your delights, 

accomplishments, or just a gentle event from your 

chronologically enriched lives.  My unit is #441, 

telephone  612-306-4727, or e-me at 

john@johnfenn.net with any ideas or corrections.  



PROGRAMS FOR SEPTEMBER 

***Please mask and social distance at these events*** 

YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING LAWN CHAIRS OR CAMP CHAIRS, IF 

YOU ARE ABLE.  FOLDING CHAIRS ARE KEPT JUST INSIDE THE 

CHAPEL DOOR. 
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Wednesday, September 2 

Update on the Ford site development “Highland Bridge” with Frank Jossi, 10 am, 

front circle. 

 

Thursday, September 10 

Becketwood Think Tank Committee presentation, 10:30 am, front circle.  

Rain date 9/11. 

 

Sunday, September 13 

Recreational Dance demonstration, 3:30 pm, Chapel parking lot. 

 

Saturday, September 19 

American Swedish Institute Youth Strings, 2 pm, front circle. Rain date 9/20. 

 

Saturday, September 26 

Minnesota Orchestra “Music at Your Doorstep Program,” 2 pm, front circle.  Rain 

date 9/27. 

Friday, September 11
th

 

“Happy Retirement Brandt” Social 
 

2:00 pm ~ In front of Chapel and  

Kensington Square 

Refreshments will be served 
 

Stop over and wish Brandt well! 

(Remember your mask and six-foot distancing!) 


