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Becketwoodians have found—

and continue to explore—

innovative ways in which we 

can maintain our sense of 

community. Living at 

Becketwood continues to 

provide a smorgasbord of 

events, cultural experiences, 

and learning opportunities.  

 

Many of you have heard me 

say I never dreamed of moving 

from my lifelong rural home, 

much less to south 

Minneapolis, where our 

daughter and son-in-law 

decided to settle. Shortly 

before our first granddaughter 

arrived, some friends told us 

about a housing cooperative. 

The concept intrigued me. 

Becketwood’s beautiful 

grounds and the neighboring 

parks and trail systems made it 

even more appealing. And it 

was only five miles from our 

daughter and son-in-law’s 

house. Within a month of 

Eloise’s birth, we had met with 

Maura and put our names on 

the waiting list. 

 

Our grandchildren drew us to 

south Minneapolis while the 

strong sense of community 

drew us to Becketwood. Being 

part of this community has 

been an enriching experience. 

What was first a sea of friendly 

(Continued on page 2) 

Board Column 

By Tracy Gulliver 

 

Explorations 

Since I began serving on the 

Board as treasurer in May of 

2019, I have learned a lot 

about Becketwood’s 

organizational structure, the 

policies and procedures that 

help things run smoothly, and 

what it means to help our 

community thrive. Learning 

about various committees and 

the decision-making process 

has been informative and 

enlightening.  

 

I value the opportunities I’ve 

had getting to know Members 

better as we’ve worked 

alongside each other. I am 

especially thankful for the 

support and encouragement 

each person has provided. 

Becketwood is truly a 

compassionate, caring 

community.  

 

Like the rest of the world, 

COVID-19 has presented 

Becketwood Members with 

unique challenges. Our Board 

has worked diligently to 

provide guidelines to help 

keep Members healthy and 

safe. 

 

Even while dealing with the 

limitations COVID presents, 



Board Actions in September 
 

M/S/C that the Think Tank Report be placed in 

the Board of Directors Section of the 

Becketwood Policy Manual. 
 

M/S/C that the Board formally authorize the 

appropriate bodies within Becketwood’s 

organizational structure to begin or continue 

actively to address the four issues identified in 

the report as priorities in meeting the 

challenges of climate change:  Tree 

replacement; turf transition; storm water 

management; and renewable, carbon-free 

energy. 
 

M/S/C that the recommendations of the report 

be a primary consideration by the Board and/or 

Management when making decisions about 

current or future projects, the purchase of 

goods and services, or entering into contractual 

arrangements, by asking the question “How will 

this decision reduce the impact of climate 

change on Becketwood?” and conversely, “How 

will it influence Becketwood’s impact on climate 

change?”  In other words, “When it comes to 

climate change, will this decision make 

Becketwood a part of the problem or part of the 

solution?” 
 

M/S/C not to exercise the Board’s option to 

purchase Unit #502. 
 

M/S/C not to exercise the Board’s option to 

purchase Unit #110. 
 

M/S/C not to exercise the Board’s option to 

purchase Unit #275. 
 

M/S/C to approve Roberta Nagan for 

Membership in Unit #471. 
 

M/C to approve the lighting upgrades for the 

Wellington Room, the Solarium, and the ramp 

areas in the amount of $20,002.07 using 

Reserve funding. 
 

M/C to accept the report of the Reserve Long 

Range Planning Committee recommending a ten 

percent increase in the Member contribution for 

2021. 
 

M/S/C to accept the resignation of Tracy 

Gulliver, Treasurer, from the Board of Directors. 
 

M/S/C to elect Rick Moore to serve as Treasurer 

until the next Annual Meeting. 
 

The Board of Directors met in executive session 

after the Board meeting to discuss updating the 

Covid-19 guidelines.  The Board voted to approve 

in principal, items 1-2 and 4-11 of the working 

group on winter activities and work toward 

integrating them with current guidelines, to 

begin October 1, 2020.  The working group will 

continue to work on implementation. 
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faces slowly evolved into neighbors 

whom we could greet by name (a 

major accomplishment for both Todd 

and me). We have forged many 

friendships in the four years we’ve 

lived here.  

 

Many of you have also heard me say I 

would never move again. Ever. A few 

months ago, after much discussion 

and consideration, Todd and I decided 

to return to my hometown. Once 

again, family plays a major role in our 

decision. 

 

I stepped down from the Board on 

September 22
nd

. Many thanks to Rick 

Moore for agreeing to serve as a Board 

member and treasurer. Becketwood 

will benefit immensely from Rick’s 

expertise.  

 

I write this article with a mixture of 

sorrow and excitement. We will be 

moving in a few weeks but intend to 

remain on Becketwood’s waiting list. 

Becketwood and the people who make 

up its community will always hold a 

special place in our hearts. Through 

this unprecedented time, Becketwood 

continues to thrive as we explore new 

ways to be a vibrant community. 

 

Tracy Gulliver, Board member 

2019 - 2020 
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Notes from 

Debbie 

By Debbie Richman, 

Executive Manager 

 

2021 Budget 

Usually this time of year brings with it 

a Town Hall Meeting in October to 

present the proposed next year 

operations budget, which is then voted 

on by the Board of Directors at the 

October Board Meeting. This Town Hall 

meeting has offered an opportunity for 

Members to ask questions about the 

coming year as well as a review of the 

current year. However… 

 

This year, as with many other things, 

this process will be different. 

October 6 and 13, the Budget 

Committee (which is the Finance 

Committee and Board of Directors) will 

meet via Zoom to review the 2021 

Operations Budget recommendations.  

On October 22 the Proposed Budget 

will be approved by Finance and then 

sent on to the Board of Directors for 

final approval. Once approved by 

Finance, a summary of the 2021 

budget will be given to Members via 

internal mail (paper copies). This 

document is for information only. 

Should there be any adjustments 

between October 13-22, I will wait until 

after Finance approval to distribute 

this document to avoid the need to 

provide updates. 

 

On October 27, the Board of Directors 

will approve the operations budget for 

2021.  By December 31 – all Members 

will be notified via letter their new 

monthly charges (including the 

contribution to the Reserves). Please be 

patient with this process as each unit 

is calculated individually and it does 

require some significant time to ensure 

accuracy. 
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The new operations budget will go into 

effect on January 1, 2021. 

 

For those who are new to Becketwood 

since October of 2019 – the operations 

budget is not voted on by the 

Membership at large. It is a function of 

both the Executive Manager and Board 

of Directors (with some committee 

involvement as well) to develop on an 

annual basis. The Town Hall Meeting 

and Budget Presentation is just that – a 

presentation where the highlights of 

the current year and projections for 

the following are presented and then 

an opportunity for questions. 

 

Members can certainly email me 

questions once they receive the Budget 

Summary for 2021 and I will be happy 

to answer them. 

 

Another item I want to mention here as 

well is marketing and how it has been 

impacted by significant movement in/

out of Becketwood in 2020 as well as 

what is likely for 2021.  Selling a unit 

at a cooperative is not simple nor is it 

fast. Moving out of a unit does not 

mean you are no longer a Member of 

Becketwood – it just means you moved 

out. 

 

There is a specific process that has to 

happen in a certain order to sell a unit 

and many of those steps involve 

actions by committees and the Board 

of Directors. Committees and the 

Board only meet monthly so timing 

during this process is critical. 

 

The process takes time and with the 

amount of unit sales traffic this year 

AND the impact of COVID-19, it is 

taking more time. That being said – I 

am including information here that 

will also be in the next couple of 

Manager Memos as well. 

(Continued on page 4) 



What’s Cookin’ 

By Chef Brandon 

Lenzmeier 

 

Greetings,  

Fall has arrived! 

After a few months of experimenting 

with Meatless/Vegetarian Wednesdays, 

we have decided to try a different 

approach and offer more vegetarian 

selections throughout the week in 

place of Meatless Wednesday.  In 

addition to the #6 Vegetarian option, 

that we will change up every two 

weeks, we will also experiment with 

an additional vegetarian option on 

some other days of the week.   

 

Just a couple of examples: On Fridays 

we typically have a meat and fish 

option.  We will try having a meat, 

fish, and vegetarian option.  On 

Wednesdays we will try having a meat 

and vegetarian option.  We will see 

how this goes for awhile.  We 

appreciate any feedback you may 

have. 

 

Thank You! 

Please feel free to contact the kitchen 

if you have any questions.  

612-746-1010  

 

A few exciting dates to mark on your 

calendar for October 2020: 

 

Oktoberfest Celebration Meal  

Monday, October 12
th 

at 5:30 pm 

 

Birthday Celebration Meal  

Friday, October 16
th

 at 5:30 pm 

 

Halloween Celebration Meal  

Friday, October 30
th

 at 5:30 pm 
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It is important not only for Members 

but their families as well to 

understand that just because a move 

out occurs — the unit does not go on 

the market the next day or even the 

next week. It is also important to note 

that until the unit is sold — all 

Member-related financial 

responsibilities are still in place on a 

monthly basis. 

 

VERY IMPORTANT: INFORMATION 

ABOUT THE UNIT SALES/PROCESS 

Marketing — Unit Sales in December 

PLEASE NOTE: There will be no units 

listed or sent to the Waiting List for sale 

in the month of December.  This month 

is for end-of-the-year planning for 

2021.  

 

Current units that are in “queue” will 

be listed in order of notification to 

Marketing of readiness of the unit. 

This includes (but is not limited to) 

preparations such as cleaning, staging, 

repairs, etc.  The intent to sell IS NOT 

the indicator for a unit to be listed on 

the market.   

 

I would also suggest that Members 

(and families) review the Occupancy 

Agreement that you have all signed for 

accountability of Members during this 

process as well. 

 

Members and their families will need 

to be patient as this year has brought 

with it many unplanned challenges. 

Marketing Staff is doing their best to 

make the process successful for all but 

it is not something that happens 

quickly even in the best of times. 

If you are a Member planning to list 

before the end of the year, please be 

advised and inform your family that 

no units will be listed in December.   



Marketing News 

Maura, Kari, and Lynette 

 

Sales  

We have two wonderful 

new Members to 

welcome this month, 

Linda Coffin and Kathy Webster!  They 

will be moving into Coventry #301 and 

are looking forward to joining the 

Becketwood community.  Roger and 

Peggy Ryden have moved to the west 

side to Chesterfield Unit #270.  More 

new beginnings! 

 

No Listings in December 

We want to give you plenty of notice 

that we will not be listing any units for 

sale during the month of December. 

The Marketing department needs this 

time to take a more in-depth look at 

our internal processes and make some 

long-overdue changes. Please plan 

ahead and also let your family know 

about this if you are planning to list 

your unit for sale yet this year. The 

listing process sometimes takes longer 

than expected and we want you to be 

prepared for this. Thank you. 

 

New Members 

We just completed another successful 

New Member Day! Thank you to the 

New Member subcommittee 

(Jacqueline Teisberg, Mary Ahler, Kate 

Tucker, Michelle Schutt and Carol 

Bechtel) for all your work in planning 

this event! And welcome to the new 

Members! It may be awhile before we 

can hold another official New Member 

Day safely outside, so keep an eye out 

for additional photos of new Members 

on the North board and do your best 

to welcome them in whatever safe way 

you can.  
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Member Services 

By Deb Rodmyre, LSW 

Member Services 

Coordinator 

 

Flu Shots 

We have about 50 more people than 

usual wanting to participate in the flu 

clinic this year.  That means it is very 

important that you attempt to come at 

your assigned time.  They are as 

follows: 

 

10:30 am — 4th Floor 

11:00 am — 3rd Floor 

11:30 am — 2nd Floor 

12 noon — 1st  Floor 

12:30 pm — 5th & 6th Floors 

 

Please remember to wear a short 

sleeved shirt, bring your insurance 

and Medicare card and an ID card.   

You will also need to bring your 

completed registration form that can 

be found on the ledge outside of the 

office. Be sure to wear and keep your 

mask on while in the Wellington Room 

and social distance.  We will have 

waiting rooms set up in the Solarium 

and East Dining Room to have people 

spread out.  Please do not come before 

10:30 a.m. so the volunteers can get 

things organized.  After you receive 

your shot, refreshments will be served 

in the coffee shop. 

 

Thank you to the Wellness Committee 

for organizing and assisting with this 

event. 

 

My Hours 

If you would like to see me in person, 

I am working from Becketwood on 

Mondays and Wednesdays, all day and 

Friday mornings.  The other days of 

the week I work from my home office.   

So, call me at 746-1005 or email me at 

drodmyre@becketwood.com  and I 

would be happy to assist you! 

mailto:drodmyre@becketwood.com


Becketwood  

Committee News 

Program Committee  

 

“The Times They Are a 

Changing,” as our old 

friend Robert Zimmerman 

of Hibbing has said. We’ve 

now reached October and changing 

weather will bring our outdoor 

programming to a halt. One last event 

is now scheduled for Monday, 

October 12 at 11 am. “Vote Team 20,” a 

working group of Member volunteers, 

will present a program on options for 

voting in our November election. 

 

As of this writing there is movement 

from the Becketwood Board of 

Directors with consultation from a 

working group to begin opening our 

Wellington Room to limited public 

activity. This may involve the ability to 

allow performances and presentations 

to small audiences with options 

including recording such and making it 

available via a variety of internet 

platforms. Decisions and dates remain 

in flux, so make note of our Manager 

Memos and bulletin board 

announcements. 

 

Much thanks to so many Members for 

the ideas and connections that helped 

the Program Committee make available 

a wide variety of musicians and 

speakers during the summer. Our 

COVID guidelines have kept us all safe, 

and we’ll move forward cautiously. 

 

David Mckay, Co-chair  

In Remembrance 
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Bob Onan 

 

Bob and Gail Onan 

moved to Becketwood in 

2015 and have been 

active in our communal 

life ever since.  Bob 

readily shared his 

interests and deep 

conservation 

commitments to his 

social concerns.  He was a member of 

the 6th floor recycling team, the Book 

Club, and the Becketwood Think Tank. 

 

Bob loved to read and engage in 

conversations about his reading, not 

only at Book Club meetings but also in 

short chats in the elevator or the 

garage. 

 

For the past two years, he had been a 

member of the Think Tank which 

developed a report on the impact of 

climate change on life at Becketwood 

for the next 20 years.  Bob’s degrees in 

engineering and law and his 

environmental concerns were an asset 

to the committee.  In his law practice, 

he helped companies make products 

safer.  At Think Tank meetings he 

championed his passion for water.  

Thus, chair Ann Lovrien called Bob the 

“water guy” due to his focus on storm 

water issues and the cost of interior 

water.  One section of the final report 

deals with his recommendations. 

 

For relaxation with family, life at the 

cabin in Door County was good since 

Bob loved “large bodies of water and a 

stiff breeze.”  He died September 9th 

after living actively and fully.  We 

appreciate all of Bob’s contributions to 

the present and future life of 

Becketwood. 

 

Phyllis Kromer 



Chapel Committee 

 

Becketwood’s policy 

manual states that the 

Chapel Committee has 

two responsibilities:  to 

monitor use and care 

of the Chapel, and to nourish and 

enhance the spiritual lives of the 

Members.  In this time of Virus, we 

have had little opportunity to carry 

out the first task.  With the exception 

of two small weddings, the Chapel has 

not been used because of our co-op’s 

guidelines on use of indoor space. 

 

What about the second responsibility? 

What does it mean to care for the 

spiritual lives of our Members?  Of 

course, “spiritual” can refer to 

religious or sacred matters.  It can also 

more broadly relate to the activating 

or essential principle that motivates 

people, that which moves us beyond 

our selves.   

 

In usual times, the Chapel Committee 

does this by arranging Vespers 

services with both Becketwood 

Members and outside speakers to 

provide a thought-provoking and 

worshipful experience.  Over the 

summer, we have hosted open prayer 

and meditation vigils on Wednesdays 

outside the Chapel.  We plan to 

continue these, weather permitting, 

through October, so break out your 

wooly hats and join us!  If building 

guidelines change, we hope to 

continue the vigils or other spiritual 

experiences indoors.  Rowland Joiner 

and Joel Wiberg are developing a Bible 

study class in response to Members’ 

requests. 

 

The Committee is discussing other 

ways to enhance the spiritual lives of 

Members.  What would that look like 

for you?  How can we support your 

spiritual life and practice? 
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Choir News 

 

FYI: MacPhail School 

of Music’s Voices of 

Experience Chorus, 

which has visited Becketwood several 

times, has resumed rehearsals via 

Zoom.  Several of us from Becketwood 

have signed up for the fall season. For 

those of you who are looking for a way 

to sing on a regular basis (even if it is 

in front of your computer) here is the 

link to that class:   www.MacPhail.org/

adults/MacPhail-Music-for-Life 

 

As we enter autumn and continue to 

explore how to integrate pandemic 

guidelines as we address our 

communal needs for physical health, 

mental stimulation, and social 

connection, let me share this 

perspective, from author Arundhati 

Roy:  “Historically, pandemics have 

forced humans to break with the past 

and imagine their world anew. This 

one is no different. It is a portal, a 

gateway between one world and the 

next.  We can choose to walk through 

it, dragging the carcasses of our 

prejudice and hatred. Or we can walk 

through lightly, with little luggage, 

ready to imagine another world, and 

ready to fight for it." 

 

Last night I had a dream. In it, I 

entered a room where a choir sitting in 

chairs was singing joyfully. I sang with 

them for awhile, but when I  realized 

all the chairs were too close together, I 

urgently enlisted everyone’s help to 

push them all six feet apart.  That’s 

when I woke up.  I guess social 

distancing has reached my 

unconscious. :)   

 

In closing, we thank the Program 

Committee for scheduling all the 

lovely musical events. And  I invite all 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://www.MacPhail.org/adults/MacPhail-Music-for-Life
http://www.MacPhail.org/adults/MacPhail-Music-for-Life
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Wellness 

Committee 

 

Flu shot: Your 

best bet for 

avoiding influenza. 

This year's annual flu shot will offer 

protection against three or four of the 

influenza viruses expected to be in 

circulation this flu season. A high-

dose flu vaccine is available for adults 

age 65 and older. It is best to get it in 

September or October. 

 

Why do I need to get vaccinated 

every year? 

Because flu viruses evolve so quickly, 

last year’s vaccine may not protect 

you from this year’s viruses. New flu 

vaccines are released every year to 

keep up with rapidly adapting flu 

viruses. When you get vaccinated, 

your immune system produces 

antibodies to protect you from the 

viruses included in the vaccine. But 

antibody levels may decline over time 

— another reason to get a flu shot 

every year. 

 

What kind of protection does the flu 

vaccine offer? 

How well the flu vaccine works to 

protect you from the flu can vary. 

Even when the vaccine doesn't 

completely prevent the flu, it may 

lessen the severity of your illness, and 

reduce the risk of serious 

complications and serious illness 

requiring hospitalization. 

 

The flu vaccine does not protect you 

from getting COVID-19. However, it’s 

especially important to get the flu 

vaccine this season because the flu 

and coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-

19) cause similar symptoms. Flu 

vaccination could reduce symptoms 

that might be confused with those 

caused by COVID-19. 

 

Other precautions you can take are 

those that have already been advised 

to protect you from COVID 19: wash 

your hands often and thoroughly with 

soap and hot water for at least 20 

seconds, avoid crowds, wear a 

facemask in public, and practice social 

distancing and keeping six feet away 

from anyone outside your household.  

 

Adapted by Elaine Kirk on behalf of the 

Wellness Committee from a Mayo Clinic 

article. 

Question of the Month 

 

When do we set our clocks 

back?   

 

This year daylight saving 

time ends on November 1.  

Therefore, set your clock 

back one hour before you 

go to bed on Halloween 

evening. 

 

of you to express your thanks to 

Member Priscilla Young, whose 

beautiful piano now graces the 

Windsor Room. We appreciate your 

generosity, Priscilla. 

 

Peace, Jean Geissler, Director 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Three East Laundry 

Room Update—

Fragranced Laundry 

Products 

 

With so many new 

Members at 

Becketwood, I wanted to refresh my 

previous article on fragrances in our 

shared laundry rooms.  Over two years 

ago, with the support of many 

Members, I was determined to reduce 

laundry related fragrances on 3 East.  

Laundry product fragrances (some of 

which I called "Eau de skunk") were 

being deposited onto our clothing 

during laundering and migrating into 

our homes via our shared air system. 

 

Now, two years later, the 3 East 

laundry room is still virtually 

fragrance free.  For the price of just 

one cup of latte per month, Roger and 

I have supplied dryer sheets that are 

97% plant based and are a USDA 

certified bio-based product.  Many 

thanks to those Members who utilize 

these complimentary, fragrance and 

chemical free dryer sheets and 

purchase fragrance free laundry 

detergents.  Now, with our move to 

the west side of the building, we'll 

explore laundry rooms closer to home 

and probably discontinue supplying 3 

East Laundry with dryer sheets.  We 

hope that Members will continue to 

support fragrance and chemical free 

laundry options. 

 

Peggy Ryden 

Music for Your Heart and Soul  

from the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra 

www.thespco.org 

 

Live Stream Concerts 

 

Saturday, October 3 at 8 pm 

Opening Night: Piano Quartets with 

Stewart Goodyear 

(/music/concert-library/live-stream/

live-opening-night-piano-quartets-

stewart-goodyear-saturday) 

 

Sunday, October 4 at 2 pm 

Opening Night: Piano Quartets with 

Stewart Goodyear (repeated) (/music/

concert-library/live-stream/live-

opening-night-piano-quartets-stewart-

goodyear) 

 

Saturday, October 17 at 8 pm 

Loves Longing (/music/concert-

library/live-stream/live-loves-longing-

saturday) 

 

Sunday, October 18 at 2 pm 

Love’s Longing (repeated) (/music/

concert-library/live-stream/

rebroadcast-loves-longing) 

 

Saturday, October 31 at 8 pm 

Postcards Across the Atlantic (/music/

concert-library/live-stream/live-

postcards-across-atlantic-saturday) 

 

Sunday, November 1 at 2 pm 

Postcards Across the Atlantic 

(repeated) (/music/concert-library/live

-stream/rebroadcast-postcards-across-

atlantic) 

 

Saturday, November 14 at 8 pm 

Lamentations (/music/concert-library/

live-stream/live-lamentations-

saturday) 

 

Sunday, November 15 at 2 pm 

Lamentations (repeated) (/music/

concert-library/live-stream/

rebroadcast-lamentations) 
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Caring Sentiments  

During these Extraordinary Times 

 

Our Presence and Interest are 

welcoming connections as we pass one 

another every day. 

 

 “Nice to see you” — “How’re you 

doing?” or “Keeping occupied?” 

 

Staying safe by following the 

guidelines shows Respect for 

everyone’s well-being. 

 

Although moods and frustrations may 

ebb and flow, we continue to Hope for 

healing and change. 

 

Love of the outdoors and communing 

with nature can lift our spirits — and 

the beauty of our environment and 

visiting at a distance are special gifts 

of Joy. 

 

Yearning for Peace for ourselves, our 

neighbors, country and world — 

though unable to raise our voice as a 

community — we individually hold 

dear in our hearts. 

 

Submitted by Carol Bambery 

Introducing the Diversity Action 

Working Group (DAWG)  

 

In late February the Marketing 

Committee convened a Diversity Action 

Working Group charged to proactively 

promote Becketwood to people of 

diverse populations.  Early in the 

discussions it became obvious that, 

although we are a very homogenous 

group, there is much more diversity as 

we follow the genetic lines.  Likewise 

most of us arrived at Becketwood 

because of a personal connection.  

Realizing the influence of personal 

connections, the focus turned to 

developing relationships with 

communities of color to help us 

understand our relationships to 

diverse groups, as well as make 

people of diverse groups aware of 

Becketwood.   

 

Unfortunately this one-on-one 

approach never even got off the 

ground due to COVID restrictions. 

Serendipitously COVID did bring 

about the opportunity to interact with 

Gichitwaa Kateri, the local Native 

American Catholic Church, and an 

awareness of how special Becketwood 

is to the Dakota and Ojibwe nations.  

This interaction/connection has 

broadened to include the Program 

Committee.    

 

After a short hiatus DWAG has 

reconvened via Zoom and presented 

an interim report in mid-August to the 

Marketing Committee.  As we move 

forward, we invite interested 

individuals to join the working group 

by contacting LeEtta Flicker at 

llflicker@gmail.com or 310-430-2727 

(cell) or 952-583-5368 (Magic Jack). 

mailto:llflicker@gmail.com


Craft Center 

 

It has been awhile since I 

urged you to visit the 

Craft Center.  It is 

located on the second floor, down the 

hall from the Game Room and next to 

the Fitness Center.  

 

Items in the Craft Center are hand 

crafted by Becketwood Members, 

including the cards.  We also have 

lovely gift items, including placemats, 

aprons and dish towels.  

 

We will not be having our annual  

Holiday Boutique this Fall due to the 

COVID.  However, we plan on filling the 

Craft Center with gift items just in time 

for the holidays.  At this time we are 

asking Members to make and donate 

items for your shopping pleasure.  All 

monies from purchased items are used 

for the betterment of the Becketwood 

community. 

 

Please bring your craft items to the 

Craft Center beginning October 1.  

Make sure they are priced.  Pricing tags 

are available in the Craft Center.  Then, 

watch for notices on the bulletin 

boards advertising the new additions. 

 

On behalf of the entire Craft 

Committee, we thank you for your 

donations! 

 

Jacqueline Teisberg 
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Tip of the Month 

from the 

Recycling Team: 

 

Lean Cuisine! Marie 

Callenders! Stouffers! 

Healthy Choice! All those “heat and 

eat” frozen dinners are convenient 

and can be tasty. Just the ticket for 

those who aren’t interested in cooking 

much these days.  But here’s the tip: 

Those boxes are not recyclable! They 

have coatings that help them to resist 

moisture. That coating makes them 

trash, so into the trash they should 

go. This is true for pretty much any 

frozen food container. 

 

Also, sometimes those microwave 

meals come in black plastic 

containers. This is not a plastic that 

can be recycled, so it too goes in the 

trash. 

 

Thanks for all you do to keep 

Becketwood on the green side! 

 

Jon Riehle 
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VOTING in 2020 

 

THIS YEAR WE VOTE 

TO ELECT A 

PRESIDENT, state and 

local officials. Did you 

know that you can get 

your ballot ahead of time and return it 

to a ballot box? I did this for the 

primary elections in August. It is a very 

easy and secure way to vote.  I 

requested my ballot by mail, completed 

it, and returned my ballot to 930 

Hennepin Avenue ballot drop-off site.  I 

also brought the ballots of various 

family members at the same time.  

 

Here is more information on how you 

can vote in person or by mail, on 

election day or ahead of time. 

 

MAIL-IN VOTING: 
 

1.  Apply to have an absentee ballot 

mailed to you (if you did not do so 

already). You can apply for a ballot 

any time during the year, except the 

day of the election. Leave time for 

election officials to mail your ballot.  

You do not need to be registered to 

apply. If you have already applied 

for a General Election ballot, it will 

be mailed to you as soon as ballots 

become available.  

 

2.  Mail the ballot and forms back 

right away after you finish.  

 Your returned ballot must be 

postmarked on or before Election 

Day (November 3, 2020) and 

received by your county within the 

next seven calendar days 

(November 10). Mail EARLY! 

OR 

 Return your ballot in person no later 

than 3 p.m. on Election Day to either 

location following: 

 

Election & Voter Services Office 

ballot box drop-off 

980 E. Hennepin Avenue  

Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.   

 

You can drop off ballots for yourself 

and up to three other voters. You will 

need to show identification with name 

and signature when returning a ballot 

for someone else. You may not drop 

your ballot off at your polling place on 

election day.  

 

Hennepin County Gov't Center 

(skyway level) 

300 South 6th St MC 012  

Minneapolis, MN 55487-0012 

 

IN PERSON VOTING: 

 

Prior to election day:    

Hennepin County Gov't Center  

300 South 6th St MC 012  

Minneapolis, MN 55487-0012  

 

General phone: 612-348-5151  

Website: http://www.hennepin.us  

 

 

On Nov 3
rd

 (election day) 

Precinct: MINNEAPOLIS W-12 P-03 

1915  

 

Becketwood's polling place has been 

moved due to coronavirus, to:  

 

HIAWATHA SCHOOL  

4201 42ND AVE S 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55406  

 

Nancie Hamlett 

For the Environment Committee 

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/election-administration-campaigns/elections-calendar/
http://www.hennepin.us/


Art Committee 

 

The Art Committee 

is very happy to 

put a “real exhibit” 

up in both 

galleries.  We 

thank the Members for loaning us 

their personal art for our viewing 

pleasure..   

 

We have quite a large number of 

mediums involved from wood, to 

charcoal, to metal, needlework, 

textiles and paintings. 

 

We hope you enjoy the large number 

of submissions.  I want to thank the 

committee for all their work in putting 

up this show.  We had quite a job, 

about 17 hours to hang everything.  

There is also an unusual display in the 

plexiglass case — an evocative cloaked 

woman fashioned from horsehair 

pottery.  It was made by regional 

artists Pat and Ken Larson and is 

owned by Maura Kolars.  The exhibit 

opened September 18 and will last for 

six weeks. 

 

Bonnie Porte 
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Our thanks to the many Members who 

have participated in the Members’ Art 

Exhibit presently hanging in the West 

and East Dining Room Galleries. 

Members have enjoyed seeing the 

variety of art presented and have 

commented on how the exhibit 

represents the diverse interests and 

personalities within our community. 

 

Our next Member show will be the 

painted and quilted fabrics of Alison 

Goss, who is relatively new to 

Becketwood,  She has exhibited her 

work extensively around the country 

and won many awards for her work. 

Her exhibit will open on October 29 

and run until December 10. 

 

Our next all-Member exhibit following 

Alison’s show will be Portraits of 

Ancestors.  We will be inviting our 

Members to submit a work done in 

any medium (photograph, print, 

painting, etc) that depicts their 

ancestor or ancestors.  The 

submissions will be due on 

December 10 and the exhibit will run 

until January 21.  Watch for entry 

forms on the ledge around the middle 

of November. 

 

Jean Swanson 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

 

I’ve got some bad news and  
I’ve got some good news:  
Nothing lasts forever. 

 
Kate McGahan 
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Summer was 

beautiful! 

 

We had some beautiful 

weather in September 

as the season turned 

to fall.  What a 

beautiful time of year.  Now it is time 

to wrap up a couple of Landscape and 

Gardens projects before the season 

turns to winter! 

 

We are soliciting bids for two projects 

you have heard about before: new and 

replacement edging for many of the 

Common Gardens, and installation of 

a wheelbarrow path to the compost 

bin, for everyone.  If you’ve been 

following this column, you know that 

a lot of work has been done already.  

We’re optimistic we can complete 

them this fall.  By the time you read 

this, we will know if we can get on the 

calendars of both contractors. 

 

Our Tree Committee (shorthand for 

Tree and Shrub Committee) has been 

meeting and is documenting any 

concerns about trees and shrubs.  

Notes have been taken throughout the 

summer, and our landscape 

consultant and groundskeeper will 

conduct a walk-around in October to 

create the final to-do list for work to 

be done this winter. 

 

In the Member Gardens, fall garden 

cleanup should be well underway by 

the time you read this article.  If you 

haven’t started to prepare your garden 

plot for winter, now is the time to get 

things put to bed or cleaned out 

before the ground freezes. 

 

Member gardeners are encouraged, to 

the extent practical, to store items 

such as tomato cages in your plot over 

the winter.  We ask that only small 

items be stored in the shed.  You are 

also welcome to use the wood bins 

behind the garden shed for storage.  

Generally speaking, items stored in 

the shed, or in the bins behind the 

shed, are considered to be community 

property if they are not marked with 

the owner’s name.  We strongly 

recommend that you put your name 

on items you want to keep.  There is a 

box of marking materials in the shed 

for your use. 

 

We are experiencing the second 

harvest of raspberries.  The first 

harvest in June was marginal, but this 

round is looking much better.  Our 

goal is to have a more productive 

raspberry bed next year.  The 

raspberries are intended for use by 

Becketwood Members only, as there is 

such a limited supply. 

 

Thanks to all of you who worked on 

our landscape and gardens.  You are 

doing an extraordinary job. 

 

Bonnie Sample and Jackie Hill for 

Landscape and Gardens 
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Update on the Wellness  

Self-Assessment Inventory  
 

In the August edition of the 

Becketwood Times, the Wellness 

Committee presented a view of 

wellness that included six 

dimensions: spiritual, emotional, 

intellectual, social, vocational, and 

physical well-being.  These 

dimensions contribute to our 

perception of how well we think we 

are.  In addition, the dimensions are 

interrelated and dynamic, changing 

over time in response to changes 

within and outside of ourselves, and 

allow for the potential to be “well” 

despite any physical illness, 

limitation or disability. Given this 

view of wellness, we suggested the 

following questions: 

1. How well do I think I am right 

now? 

2. How can I maximize my 

wellness, rather than only avoid 

becoming sick? 

3. How can we maximize the 

overall wellness of our 

Becketwood community? 

 

To help address the first question, the 

Committee invited Members to 

complete a Wellness Self-Assessment 

Inventory. Over 90 Members 

participated in the Inventory – an 

outstanding response! Many also 

provided feedback to assist the 

Committee in guiding our work going 

forward. Responding to feedback 

questions about “helpfulness” of the 

Inventory and “did you learn anything 

new about yourself?”, a few 

responded that this view of wellness 

was already in their thinking about 

wellness and the choices they make. 

For the majority of those responding, 

however, the inventory was very 

useful in expanding their perspective 

and guiding their thinking about 

wellness going forward.  Here are 

some of the Members’ responses: 

 “The Inventory made me think” 

 “I paused to reflect; considering 

the Six Dimensions was a new 

experience for me” 

 “Given the current pandemic, 

this was a good time to step 

back and consider how I’m 

doing” 

 “I realize I haven’t been giving 

enough attention to stress, and 

meditation in my life” 

 “It helped me identify my 

priorities; what’s important in 

my life” 

 “I found it to be a joyful, 

inspiring process – I’m making 

some important changes” 

 “I wasn’t sure I wanted to 

complete the Inventory, but I’m 

glad I did – I’m doing better 

than I thought” 

 “Old patterns are hard to 

change; I need to relax, have 

more ‘downtime,’ schedule 

more distance-conversations” 

 “I’m going to increase my 

exercise – really!” 

 

The respondents also had 

suggestions for the committee 

regarding programming and activities 

in the future. In addition, the 

committee will look for opportunities 

to work in collaboration with other 

committees and groups here at 

Becketwood to foster the overall 

wellness of our community. 

 

If you missed the opportunity to 

participate in the Wellness Self-

Assessment Inventory and would like 

to do so, copies are still available. 

Contact the Wellness Committee 

Chair, Joy Nelson. 

 

Susan Sisola and Mary Weddle 
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Notes about the  

Primo Charcoal 

Grill 

 

Before using, 

please familiarize 

yourself with the 

proper operation 

of the grill by 

reading the manual that is in the 

brown plastic chest just outside the 

door to Kensington Square. This is 

not just an ordinary charcoal grill. 

 

Some of the biggest things to be 

aware of are: 

 

Never use lighter fluid to ignite the 

fire; there are fire starters in the 

chest. 

 

Use only natural charcoal; not 

briquets. They are also in the chest. 

 

When finished cooking, close the 

chimney and the air intake to 

extinguish the fire. During freezing 

weather, when the fire is completely 

out (about four hours later) insert two 

wood shims on either side of the lid 

so it doesn’t close completely. 

Otherwise, the residual moisture in 

the felt freezes and locks the top to 

the bottom, making it inoperable. 

 

Joel Mortensen 

Socrates Café 

 

The Socrates Café will 

continue to meet on Zoom the 

first and third Tuesdays of the 

month at 3:30 pm until it 

becomes possible to gather in 

person.   

 

The topic on October 6 will be: 

“What would you do if you 

were given one million dollars 

with no strings attached?” 

 

Contact Randy Nelson with 

questions. 

 

Thank you to Barbara White 

for bringing the State Fair 

to Becketwood this year 

with her delightful display, 

and her beautiful and 

whimsical flower 

arrangements throughout 

the year.  We are grateful 

for her willingness to share 

her talent with us. 

 

Barbara Johnson,  



NEW IN THE LIBRARY 

FICTION 
 

MUST I GO by Yiyun Li. Lilia, an 81-

year-old woman, reflects on her life by 

annotating the published diary of a 

deceased lover and the secret father of 

her daughter, giving two different 

versions of the same events. Lilia deals 

with loss, grief, and love in her own 

way and the author captured those 

emotions beautifully. 

 

THE PULL OF THE STARS by Emma 

Donoghue. Set in 1918 in the middle of 

the Spanish flu epidemic, in a 

maternity ward where women ill with 

the flu come and go. A book of hope 

and survival against all odds. 

 

THE GIVER OF STARS by Jojo Moyes. 

Set in Depression-era America, this is a 

story of five extraordinary women and 

their remarkable journey through the 

mountains of Kentucky and beyond 

delivering library books. 

 

HAMNET by Maggie O’Farrell. A 

brilliant imagining of the grief caused 

by Hamnet Shakespeare’s death. Her 

son gone, and her husband absent in 

London for years at a time — 

Shakespeare’s wife was alone. The 

author presents her as a resilient, 

forceful woman. 

 

MYSTERIES 
 

FROM THE GRAVE by David 

Housewright. Set in the Twin Cities, 

this ghost story/crime novel features 

glib millionaire and ex-cop Rushmore 

McKenzie, who becomes involved with 

two psychics as he looks for the money 

stolen in an armored car robbery 

twenty years ago.  

 

(Continued on page 18) 

BOOKS BY MAIL 

 

Did you know you can get books from 

the Hennepin County Library through 

the mail at no charge?   

Friends of the Library can also help 

you access books online. 
 

For more information call  

At Home Services  

612-543-8850. 

            17           October 2020 

Library Committee 

 

The October issue of 

Consumer Reports has 

articles on “Produce 

without pesticides.”  

There are ratings for 

picking the safest and healthiest 

foods; how much do organics cost; 

what is the right way to wash 

produce. Our library subscribes to 

this magazine, but we may be 

overlooking it. This current issue is 

on the Healthy Plate/Planet shelf, in 

the Reference Section. Please sit at 

our table to read the articles and 

return the magazine to the shelf. 

Previous issues are filed in a box on 

the next section.  

 

Mary Heltsley 



BLANCHE ON THE LAM by Barbara 

Neely. Blanche White is a chubby, 

middle-aged Black domestic working 

for the conspicuous rich in North 

Carolina. When her boss stiffs her and 

her own check bounces, Blanche lands 

in court but she is wily and fearless. 

 

NON-FICTION 
 

CASTE: The Origins of Our 

Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson. Even 

when our attention is focused on racial 

injustice, Wilkerson argues 

persuasively that the deeper problem 

is a rigid, hierarchically ordered caste 

system determining the life chances of 

each of us. 

 

HOAX Donald Trump, Fox News and 

the Dangerous Distortion of Truth  

by Brian Stelter reveals the symbiotic 

relationship between the president and 

the TV network and how some 

“reporters” became his most influential 

advisers. 

 

IT WAS ALL A LIE by Stuart Stevens, a 

political operative, who has managed 

many successful Republican 

campaigns. In this book, he argues that 

over a period of time his party has 

abandoned basic principles, 

particularly in regard to race, and 

thereby produced a climate in which a 

Donald Trump could become 

president. 

 

INHERITANCE: A Memoir of Paternity, 

Genealogy, and Love by Dani Shapiro. 

When a DNA test reveals that Shapiro’s 

beloved father (deceased) was not her 

genetic father, she goes in pursuit of 

the man, a sperm donor, who was her 

biological father, and struggles to deal 

with her changed identity.  

(Continued from page 17) 
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OCTOBER MEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

   1 Mickey Monsen 

   5 Theresa Fike 

   5 Doug Herron 

   5 Cynthia Davenport 

   5 Lois Dahlquist 

   7 Andy Momont 

   8 Angela Bohmann 

   8 Candace Barrick 

 10 William Grantham 

 13 Anita Doyle 

 15 John Jacobsen 

 15 Dee Schaefer 

 15 Jude Wing 

 17 Helen Grant 

 19 Steve Schuller 

 23 Randy Nelson 

 23 Gretchen Goodman 

 24 Audrey Bailey 

 26 Rich Brown 
  

Please contact Susan in the 

office if you do not want your 

name to appear on the Birthday 

List or if there are corrections. 
 

October Birthday Dinner:   

Friday, October 16 ~ 5:30 pm  

Redeem your birthday coupon! 

 

BECKETWOOD AUTHORS 
 

WHEN THE HEART IS STIRRED by 

Ruth Halvorson, Becketwood author. 

The story of ARC Retreat Community, 

near Cambridge, MN which Ruth and 

her family built and led for many 

years. Silence became important in her 

life, beginning in her childhood and 

later after attending a silent retreat. 
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B~WOOD DOIN’S 

By John Fenn 

Yours Truly the Unruly 

grows healthier every 

day. 

 

MEMBER/STAFF 

KUDOS 
 

 
Member kudos has become a 

celebration of Member 

accomplishments in keeping happy, 

positive and productive during these 

pandemic times.  

 

Never has this prowess been better 

demonstrated than with Barbara White 

and her incredibly labor-intensive mini 

State Fair exhibition pictured here.  

 

 

 

Below center, the butter sculpture 

 

Congratulations Barbara, and thank 

you for brightening all of our days and 

giving us a State Fair experience never 

to be forgotten. 

This column appears monthly in the Becketwood 

Times.  Drop a word or two about your delights, 

accomplishments, or just a gentle event from your 

chronologically enriched lives.  My unit is #441, 

telephone  612-306-4727, or e-me at 

john@johnfenn.net with any ideas or corrections.  

Fall has always been my 
favorite season. The time 
when everything bursts 
with its last beauty, as if 

nature had been saving up 
all year for the grand 

finale. 

Lauren DeStefano, Wither 



PROGRAMS FOR OCTOBER 

***Please mask and social distance at these events*** 

YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING LAWN CHAIRS OR CAMP CHAIRS, IF 

YOU ARE ABLE.  FOLDING CHAIRS ARE KEPT JUST INSIDE THE 

CHAPEL DOOR. 
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Monday, October 5 ~ 10:30-1:30 pm ~ Wellington Room 

Flu Shot Clinic. Be sure to come at your designated time.  See page 5 for details. 

Sponsor:  Wellness Committee 

 

Tuesdays, October 6 and 20 ~ 3:30 pm ~ Zoom ~ Socrates Café.   

The topic on October 6 will be “What would you do if you were given one million 

dollars with no strings attached?” 

Contact Randy Nelson with questions. 

 

Tuesdays, October 6, 13, 20 and 27 ~ Coping with COVID 

Free online community support group to learn skills on how to help manage stress 

and anxiety from River Ridge community outreach. Register at 

www.copingwithcovidonlinesupportgroup.eventbrite.com. 

Available to everyone and facilitated by mental health staff. Zoom meeting link will 

be given to participants before each meeting. Email 

emailsmeurer@optionsminnesota.com with questions.  

 

Wednesdays ~ 4-5 pm ~ Weather Permitting 

Prayer Vigil outside Chapel. Sponsor:  Chapel Committee 

 

Monday, October 12 ~ General Election Information by Vote Team 20 

11 am ~ Outside Chapel ~ Sponsor Program Committee 


