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At the retreat, we discussed 

goals and barriers for each 

topic and developed twelve 

action plans.  Finally, we 

assigned someone to be the 

contact person to start work 

and track progress. Our actions 

focused on defining and 

improving these areas of 

Becketwood life: 

Cooperative Living 

Communications 

Building Infrastructure 

Diversity, Inclusion and 

Equity 

Decision-Making and 

Committees 

 

Another goal of our retreat was 

to further our group’s team 

building.  Each of us shared 

our abilities related to the 

work of the Board and the 

management of the 

Cooperative.  We then gave 

each other some feedback on 

how we might like to use our 

particular strengths in our 

positions and committee 

assignments. 

 

Of course, we also had some 

fun.  A game of “Becketwood 

Jeopardy“ pitted new Board 

members against wily veterans 

as well as men versus women.  

You may be surprised at the 

results! 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

Board Column 

By Dan Bailey 

 

“Sometimes you have to retreat 

to go forward!” Did Yogi Berra 

say that? Well, a few weeks ago 

our Board members and Debbie 

Richman marched hundreds of 

feet away to Kensington Square 

to gather our collective ideas 

about our beloved Becketwood. 

 

It was a very busy day, lasting 

from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m., but 

we left feeling enthusiastic 

about how we can work 

together with all of you to 

move forward making our 

community an even better 

place. 

 

Our top goal for this retreat 

was to plan how to tackle the 

most important issues for 

Becketwood, especially in the 

remaining nine months before 

the next election of Board 

members in April.  Prior to the 

retreat, we asked for input 

from retreat participants to 

help determine the most 

pressing issues.  From those 

sixteen issues, we selected five 

as top priorities for the day. 

Four more were ‘high’ priority 

that we hope to review later in 

this calendar year, and seven 

others were set aside for later 

work. 
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You’ll hear more about the action 

plans as we move forward. We hope 

that you will be interested and 

engaged as the plans take shape to 

help improve our “Cooperative 

Community.” 

(Continued from page 1) 

Board Actions in July 

 

M/S/C to approve Property 

Insurance Proposal Option #2 for an 

amount of $146,421 annually with a 

$10,000 master policy deductible. 

 

M/S/C to accept the report of the Ad 

Hoc Foyer/Security Committee with 

thanks, and to refer the action items 

to the Buildings and Grounds and 

Finance Committees for approval 

and return to the Board in a timely 

fashion. 

 

M/S/C to approve Deanna Carlson 

for Membership in Unit #114. 

 

M/S/C to approve John Fenn for 

Membership in Unit #214. 

 

M/S/C to not exercise the Board’s 

option to purchase Unit #112. 

 

M/C to approve the purchase of a 

gas grill for the north side of the 

building, behind the gazebo, for a 

cost not to exceed $1,500 from 

operations. 

 

M/C to approve changes to the Grills 

on Becketwood Property Policy and 

the Release of Liability for the Use of 

the Becketwood Grills. 

 

M/C to approve the investment of 

$50,000 in the Thrivent Mid Cap 

Stock Fund (TMSIX) using funds from 

the reserve cash account. 

 

M/C to approve the investment of 

$100,000 in the Vanguard Short 
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Term Treasury Fund using funds 

from the Wait List cash account. 

 

M/C to approve the purchase of 15 

box bay windows for an amount not 

to exceed $47,000 using reserve 

funding. 

 

M/C to approve the purchase of 

décor for the Solarium ledges by the 

Interior Design Committee in an 

amount not to exceed $2,000 using 

contingency funds in the operating 

account. 

 

M/C to approve the reupholstery of 

the Wellington Room chairs and the 

purchase of new chairs for the 

Coffee Shop in the amount of 

$15,000 using funds from the 

reserves. 

 

M/S/C that the Facilities Manager, 

with the Buildings and Grounds 

Committee, conduct an annual 

inspection survey of internal and 

external maintenance needs. 



Notes from 

Debbie 

By Debbie Richman 

Executive Manager 

 

Decisions, Decisions, 

Decisions 

In thinking about a topic for this 

month, I began to think about 

decisions. Why do we make them? Why 

can they be SO hard at times? How do 

you know if you make the right 

decision? What if you make the wrong 

one? What if your decision will impact 

others? 

 

The questions about decisions could 

be a long list and probably still 

incomplete. Every day we all must 

make decisions, from the very simple 

to the complex and all points in 

between. 

 

For some people, the mere decision to 

get out of bed in the morning can be a 

difficult one — especially if they are 

dealing with significant life challenges 

or chronic illness. Others have no 

problem with that decision, but what 

to have for breakfast could be a deal 

breaker. Then there are those that get 

to that point and now have to figure 

out what to wear for the day. 

 

Or maybe you’re a planner and all of 

those decisions are addressed even 

before you go to bed the night before. 

 

At Becketwood, decisions take on 

another layer. What is the best 

decision for Becketwood? How are 

decisions made for over 200 people 

that are the right ones? How are 

decisions prioritized? 

 

One way to learn more about this 

process is to review the Becketwood 

Policy Manual. It is a large binder, but I 

do have flash drives available with 

both the Policy Manual and the A to Z 

Manual on it for Members who are 

interested. Just send an email to: 

drichman@becketwood.com and let 

me know you would like one and I will 

get it to you. 

 

Another way is to attend the monthly 

Board meeting or a committee meeting 

of interest.  

 

In the coming months, there will be 

many discussions about decisions for 

Becketwood. Some are large and some 

small.  

 

I found a quote that I think fits this 

topic well: 
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Marketing News 

Maura, Kari, and Lynette 

 

Sales  

Welcome to the steamy 

dog days of summer, 

although, truthfully, 

much of the summer has been steamy 

this year!  We had one closing in July, 

to John Fenn who purchased Unit 

#214, a long hall Brighton.  We 

currently have four units on the 

market and it seems that more are 

rolling in every day. As always, we will 

keep you posted as sales occur. 

 

National Night Out 

In the past, some of our Becketwood 

Members have celebrated National 

Night Out by walking the 

neighborhood and visiting nearby 

block parties to say hello. Since this is 

a transitional year in many ways, we 

are officially taking the year off from 

this activity to reimagine what it may 

look like next year! We hope to have 

more of a Becketwood-wide 

celebration and the Marketing 

Committee will begin some 

brainstorming to see how this might 

look. Stay tuned! 

 

Refurbishment Noise  

As you know, many incoming Members 

and resident Members make changes 

to their units like putting in a new 

kitchen or bath.  Taking out the old 

cabinets, flooring and tubs creates 

noise! While we know it can be 

annoying, please know that it is 

temporary.  The contractors do their 

best to minimize noise when they can.  

If you have any questions or concerns, 

please see Lynette or Maura in 

Marketing. 

What’s Cookin’ 

By Chef Brandon 

Lenzmeier 

 

Greetings from the 

kitchen! 

 

A friendly reminder that deliveries to 

your units are still available!  If you 

are  unable to make it to the 

Wellington Room or just aren’t ready 

to gather in that sort of setting just 

yet, you are still able to call and order 

your meal to be delivered to your 

unit. 

 

If you are looking to make a 

reservation for an upcoming dinner, 

you can do so by making a reservation 

in the white binder that is just outside 

the Wellington Room on the East Side.  

For days that aren’t buffets, you can 

reserve a table for however many 

people will be in your party.  If you 

would like to allow people to join 

your table, just make a note that says 

“Join Us” to let other Members know 

they are welcome. Once you have 

signed your name and unit number, 

remember to mark down your meal 

selection. If you have any questions 

about how and where to make a 

reservation, please contact the 

Kitchen 612-746-1010.  

 

Thank You! 

 

An exciting date to mark on your 

calendar for August 2021: 
 

Birthday Celebration Meal  

Friday, August 20th at 5:30 pm  
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Have you read the latest blog 

 on the Becketwood website? 

 

It changes often!  Go to 

becketwood.com. 

 

See Carol Masters to submit  

your own blog or idea: 

cmasters@bitstream.net 

or drop in #474 mailbox. 

Comcast Help Desk 

You, as the account holder, must 

be present (on the phone) to 

address any billing issues, 

service changes, or technical 

issues.  Although the Help Desk 

number is the same, (855) 307-

4896, their new team has been 

bolstered with additional 

technical resources to serve you.  

You should now identify 

yourself as a Becketwood 

Platinum Support Customer.  

Help Desk support is free of 

charge. 
 

If your problem cannot be 

resolved over the phone, there 

are additional options.  Comcast 

will send out a technician to 

help resolve your problem.  

However, if they determine the 

fault IS NOT with their 

equipment (i.e. their Modem, 

Cable Box, or HDMI cable) then 

the call will be billable to you.  

If you would like to avoid the 

billing uncertainty, submit a 

Service Request to Maintenance 

and they will advise you on 

alternatives before having 

Comcast come on site. 
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Notes From Robin 

 

Now that restrictions 

have subsided and 

summer is in full 

force, the use of both 

the Windsor Room 

and Kensington 

Square have increased tremendously. 

This is obvious to those of you who 

are seeking to reserve them for 

picnics and other gatherings. I would 

like to thank the Membership for 

cleaning up these areas after using 

them as well as remembering to take 

their trash, recyclables and compost 

with them when they leave. 

 

Due to the increased use of these 

areas (especially Kensington Square), 

the cleaning staff has stepped up their 

efforts to keep them deep-cleaned and 

sanitized. Often this necessitates 

reserving the area on the master 

calendar. During reserved cleaning 

times, please be considerate of your 

Becketwood cleaners and their need to 

do their job without interruption. This 

will insure that you will have the 

satisfaction of a well-presented and 

well-stocked area to enjoy. 

 

When you plan events or activities, 

please include set-up/prep and clean-

up times in your reservations.  

 

Thank you, 

Robin Lillesve 

Security and Environmental Services 



Becketwood  

Committee News 

Program Committee  

 

Our Outdoor Concert 

series has gotten off to a 

great start this summer.  

There has been a good 

variety of performers and music and 

our concerts have been well attended.  

There is always shade available, and 

usually some nice breezes.  On 

unusually warm days, we have 

provided cold bottled water for any in 

attendance. 

 

As fall approaches, we continue our 

Saturday outdoor concerts in front of 

the Chapel, usually at 2:00 or 3:00 pm.  

We also look forward to expanding our 

program offerings beginning in 

August, including lectures, forums, 

PowerPoint presentations, poetry 

readings, and additional musical 

offerings in our Wellington Room.  We 

appreciate any ideas and contacts that 

Becketwood Members can provide to 

us for future programs.  Feel free to 

contact co-chairs David McKay or John 

Pegg if you have suggestions.   

 

The following is a schedule of 

upcoming events in August and 

September sponsored by the Program 

Committee: 

 

8/7 Sat. 2:00 pm Musician Dan 

Chouinard for a sing-along in front of 

the Chapel. 

 

8/11 Wed. 7:00 pm “Splendid 

Woodwind Trio” with chamber music 

in the Wellington Room. 

 

8/14 Sat. 2:00 pm “Nickki and the 

Ruemates” present blues and pop of 

the 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s in front of 

the Chapel. 
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Excursion 

Committee 

 

John Philip Sousa 

Memorial Band — 

August 1, 7 pm, Como Lakeside 

Pavilion. Sponsored by the City of 

Edina Parks and Recreation since 

1973, this is a noteworthy musical 

organization in the Twin Cities. Would 

rain be a problem? Not here—there is 

a roof over the entire pavilion. Snacks 

and beverages (including beer) are for 

sale by the Dock and Paddle Cafe, 

attached to the pavilion. 

 

Finally-Safe-to-Sing-Along — August 

8, 2 pm, Lake Harriet Bandshell. This 

program is presented by Becketwood 

favorites Ann Reed and Dan 

Chouinard.  Food available at Bread & 

Pickle Restaurant. 

 

8/16 Mon. 11:00 am Legislative 

Report. State Representative Jim 

Davnie and State Senator Patricia 

Torres Ray will speak and discuss 

legislative actions during recent 

sessions and special legislative 

sessions. 

 

8/24 Tues. 11:00 am  Iric Nathanson 

PowerPoint presentation  on the 

Future of Lake Street in the Wellington 

Room. (Note the time) 

 

9/1 Wed. 7:00 pm Elder Care attorney 

talks about scams and other legal 

issues facing seniors (Wellington 

Room) 

 

9/4  Sat. 2:00 pm Vocalist and 

guitarist Carrie Dean presents an 

encyclopedia of pop/rock from the 

60s through the 90s in front of the 

Chapel. 

 

John Pegg, Co-Chair 



for those with special needs to move 

about with others. 

 

Staff drivers are under contract to 

transport Members and guests from 

the door of Becketwood to the door of 

the event; however, there is the 

problem of needed assistance during 

the outing as well as when embarking 

and disembarking from the bus.  Not 

everyone feels qualified nor is 

physically able and should not be 

made to feel guilty for not giving the 

necessary help. 

 

Therefore, those needing assistance 

will be responsible for making the 

necessary arrangements in advance of 

the outing and pay any fees incurred.  

If the helping person is someone 

other than a Becketwood Member, 

such a person may ride the 

Becketwood bus providing space is 

available.  Becketwood Members 

should not be responsible for 

assisting physically limited members. 

 

The coordinator responsible for the 

excursion description should mention 

the amount of walking or strenuous 

physical activity and whether or not it 

is recommended for those with 

wheelchairs, walkers, or canes. 
 

***** 

Once the sign-up sheet is final and 

copied to yellow paper on the ledge, 

you will be charged (unless Barb 

Sundberg is notified). You can contact 

the Excursion Coordinator for help to 

see if there is someone on the wait 

list. 

 

Mary Shamrock, Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bach and Brews—August 16, 7 pm, 

Como Lakeside Pavilion. We may 

think of J.S. Bach as a stuffy old 

classical composer of church music, 

but with this performance we learn 

that he considered music to be 

entertainment as well. For 

information on the pavilion, see item 

1 above. PS: Did you know that Bach 

had twenty children? Four of them 

also became composers.  

 

Native (Dakota) Sacred Sites Bus 

Tour—August 20, 9:30-2:30.  (See 

accompanying article on page 8.) For 

more information, call LeEtta Flicker 

at 952-583-5368. 

 

Como Park Mini-Golf + Lunch—

August 27, 9:30-12:30 (For more 

information, check the ledge) 

 

Looking ahead to September... 

Mason City/Frank Lloyd Wright. A 

two-day excursion to Mason City, Iowa 

is planned for Thursday and Friday, 

September 2 and 3. The hotel stay will 

be at the Historic Park Inn, the only 

hotel still in use today designed by 

the famous American architect Frank 

Lloyd Wright.  Activities in Mason City 

will include a visit to the Stockman 

House, a 1904 home designed by 

Wright, and the MacNider Art 

Museum, the home of the Bil Baird 

Marionettes from The Sound of Music. 

Sign up on the ledge and contact Iric 

Nathanson at 612-722-1514 for more 

information. 

 

Please note the following policies: 

 

SPECIAL MOBILITY NEEDS 

EXCURSION POLICY 

 

Becketwood Members are concerned 

about their neighbors who have 

special mobility needs, and they are 

grateful that the bus makes it possible 
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Choir News 

 

In the June and July 

Becketwood Times, we 

explored four of five 

Becketwood options for 

group singing: Sing-

Alongs with Rita, Caroling in the Halls, 

Comfort Singers, and Cabaret Singers. 

This month’s focus is on the 

Becketwood Choir, whose origins date 

back through many years, singers, and 

directors. 

 

The only group with weekly rehearsals 

(Sept. through May), this choir is open 

with no audition to any Becketwood 

Member who loves to sing. We sing 

primarily three- or four-part sacred 

music to lead hymn singing and 

provide anthems for each month’s 

3:30 pm Wednesday Service of 

Evensong.  Some years the choir has 

also offered a winter evening of Advent 

Lessons and Carols, and a spring Pop 

Concert of secular music.  

 

Since CDC guidelines now state: 

“Vaccinated people may sing indoors in 

groups, without masks or distancing; 

unvaccinated people who want to 

participate in singing need to wear 

masks and observe six-foot 

distancing,” the choir will joyfully 

resume rehearsals on Wednesday, 

September 8, 2021 at 4:15 pm, in the 

Chapel — with a few changes: 

 

1) New Rehearsal Time (aimed to 

eliminate conflict with church choirs): 

each Wednesday following the Midweek 

Gathering, from  4:15 to 5:15 p.m.    

 

2) New Venue: the Chapel 

 

3) New Music: In addition to 

existing octavo music, we will enjoy 

exploring traditional and contemporary 

texts, harmonies, and melodies found 

in the Chapel’s new hymnal. 

Native (Dakota)  

Sacred Sites Tour  

This four-hour bus tour includes visits 

to three significant sites located 

around the confluence of the 

Mississippi and Minnesota rivers, what 

the Dakota refer to as Bdote, or 

“meeting place of rivers." The sites 

featured are Pilot Knob Hill (a 

traditional burial ground), Fort 

Snelling State Park and the Dakota 

Internment Camp used after the 1862 

Dakota-US War.  

 

This tour is under the auspices of the 

Minnesota Council of Churches, to 

support the power of healing through 

interaction and storytelling and to 

acknowledge the role of faith 

communities in this history.  

 

The guides for the tour are the 

Reverend Jim Bear Jacobs (Mohican), a 

local theologian, historian, and 

storyteller, and Bob Klanderud 

(Dakota), a cultural teacher at 

Nawayee Center School.  They created 

this tour in 2011 to foster 

understanding and healing between 

Native and non-Native people. 

 

Sturdy footwear is needed for walking 

on uneven surfaces and dirt/gravel 

paths, and for standing for 

storytelling (option: bring a folding 

stool). Lunch is not included, so 

everyone is encouraged to bring food/

drink, enough to keep going for four 

hours. 

 

LeEtta Flicker, Excursion Committee  
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Tip of the Month 

from the 

Recycling Team 
 

Recycling is a mess! 

Not just here at 

Becketwood, but 

everywhere. Some rules are too vague, 

some too fussy. What about this 

plastic? Can I recycle this paper? It is 

decidedly complicated at times. 

 

But there is something you can do to 

help make it easier. Think about what 

Interior Design Committee 

 

Do you like to shop for furniture, 

choose fabrics, select color 

combinations? 

 

If so, you might enjoy becoming an 

Interior Design Committee member.  

We would love to meet with you and 

tell you more about our committee. 

 

Please call Barbara Johnson to set up 

a time to meet. 

(612) 722-0219 

 

you buy and how it’s packaged. 

Packaging accounts for a huge 

amount of our recyclables (and 

trash).  Anytime you can purchase 

something not in a package, you 

have avoided the problem of 

disposing of that container, whether 

it’s a paper or plastic bag, a 

cardboard box or a hard plastic shell. 

 

So bring your own bags from home 

when shopping. Maybe don’t use 

plastic produce bags for apples or 

oranges. Compare how products you 

buy are packaged. Is one just in 

recyclable cardboard and the other 

in a cardboard/plastic combo? If 

either will work, take the one without 

the plastic. Keep a travel mug in the 

car to use at the coffee shop. Buy 

things in bulk at the grocery, using 

clean bags you bring from home. 

There are many possibilities. 

 

The less we all use, the less we have 

to dispose of, whether as trash, 

compost or recyclables.  

 

Remember “reduce, reuse, recycle”? 

Notice that reduce comes first. That’s 

because it is always the best choice 

of the three. 

 

Thanks for all you do to help us all 

“reduce, reuse, recycle”! – And 

special thanks to Naomi Jackson for 

the idea for this month’s “tip.” 

 

Jon Riehle  

 

If you are interested in joining the 

Becketwood Choir, or have any 

questions, please contact Jean 

Geissler before Labor Day:  

jamjg7@gmail.com or 612-455-9293.  

If you are thinking “Well, maybe…,” 

you are very welcome to attend our 

first rehearsal (4:15 pm, September 

8, in the Chapel) to see what we are 

about. Meanwhile, please spread the 

word that we are again free to make 

beautiful music together. 

 

Peace,  

Jean Geissler, Director 



Spiritual 

Resources 

Committee 

 

The Midweek 

Gatherings have been 

quite a trip, as we 

used to say, through 

the spring and early summer.  We have 

heard about sacred travels to sacred 

spaces, as well as inward journeys to 

experiences of blessing.  Some have 

shared stories of life passages and 

others beloved music.   

 

For the month of August, our format 

will change to meditation, without a 

presenter.  The time will be the same, 

Wednesday at 3:30, and will take place 

either inside or in front of the Chapel.  

Each meditation will be hosted by a 

member of the Spiritual Resources 

Committee: 

August 4–Susan DeVries 

           11–Wayne Tellekson  

           18–Joel Wiberg 

           25–Mary Weddle  

There will not be speakers, but the 

host may provide written or musical 

material for contemplation.  All 

Members are invited to join us for 

prayer, reflection, and shared silence. 

 

In September, Midweek Gathering will 

return to the presenter format, 

possibly with group singing.  (Prayers 

to that end are welcome!)  On fourth 
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AN ALL AROUND 

GREAT GRILL NIGHT! 

 

There was great food, 

great weather and great 

fun for 50+ Members on 

Thursday, July 

15th.  The grill was full 

and so were the tables 

and chairs and Members just kept 

coming. We lost count of numbers! 

 

Grill Nights are sponsored by the 

Outdoor Living Committee and they are 

an opportunity for everyone to: 

 Gather with others for food and 

conversation whether you want to 

grill or not 

 Take advantage of an opportunity 

to join others for a meal and meet 

new members 

 Learn to use the grills and the 

space at Kensington so you might 

take advantage of the resource 

yourself.  

 

We are scheduling more Grill Nights for 

Wednesday, August 11, Thursday, 

August 19, Wednesday, August 25, 

Thursday, September 2, Thursday, 

September 16th, and Wednesday, 

September 29. Grill Day plus games will 

be on Friday, September 10 at noon. 

Bring something to grill (or not), your 

own drinks and a dish to share. Watch 

for posters. 

 

If you have enjoyed Grill Nights this 

year, or in the past, please invite a new 

neighbor to join you at one of the 

events coming up and perhaps talk to 

the Grill Coordinator about helping out. 

 

Kensington Square is often booked by 

individuals for family events and 

individual grilling. If you are using the 

space, it is always helpful to leave a 

note when you sign up if you are willing 

to share the grills with others. 

 

If you have an activity you would like 

to coordinate before or after dinner on 

a Grill Night, talk with co-chairs Carla 

Mortensen and Janet Erickson.  It can 

be a game of badminton, croquet, a 

sing-along or anything you would love 

to plan with others. 

 

Carol Spearman 
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Wednesdays of a month, the format 

will be a Christian worship service 

with the choir singing for Evensong.  

A variety of topics and presenters will 

be offered on the other Wednesdays 

of the month, with material to 

stimulate and challenge us in our 

search for deep meaning, 

understanding, and joy. 

 

Susan DeVries, Chair 

Bicycle Parking 

Transitions 

 

After three years, I 

have passed the 

Bicycle Parking Coordinator reins to 

the very capable hands of John Pegg.  

John is volunteering under the 

auspices of Robin Lillesve, the 

Security and Environmental Services 

Coordinator, and will be assigning 

bike parking spots to new bike 

owners and monitoring the continued 

use of all spots.   

 

Susan Evans 

Becketwood 

Reads 

 

The Diversity Action 

Working Group 

recently changed 

our name to the 

Diversity Equity 

and Inclusion Committee to better 

reflect our focus and function and to 

assure that we do not perpetuate what 

some regard as a racial slur.  

 

Our committee is planning a variety of 

inclusion-focused learning 

opportunities for our Members and 

staff, including a new “Becketwood 

Reads” for August. Our book choice is: 

What Does Justice Looks Like: The 

Struggle for Liberation in Dakota 

Homeland by Minnesota author 

Waziyatawin, PhD.   

 

We selected this book because it 

offers a tie-in to recent excursions, 

provides a native perspective on 

Minnesota history and the land 

upon which Becketwood stands, and 

offers some profound and 

challenging ideas about reparation.   

 

Our timeline:  

 

August—Individual members read 

the book on their own. Copies are 

available multiple ways:   

 

 Becketwood Library has one copy 

for regular checkout  

 Eight copies can be checked 

out for a week through 

Margo Herman by emailing 

mherman@umn.edu  

 A publisher-sponsored 20% 

discount is available — a sign-

up sheet will be placed on the 

ledge soon  

 Obtain through Hennepin 

County library, Kindle, or your 

favorite bookstore  

 

September—Members sign up 

and participate in facilitated 

discussion groups. Multiple times 

and dates will be offered. Sign up 

on the ledge mid-August.  

 

October 11, Indigenous Persons 

Day, an Author Conversation with 

Waziyatawin by Vimeo or Zoom.  

 

We are also discussing with the 

Program, Art and Food Committees 

ways to highlight Indigenous 

people this fall. There is more to 

come in the next issue! 

 

Margo Herman 



Become a 

Becketwood 

Buddy! 

 

For the past several 

years, Becketwood 

Members have 

volunteered to 

work with fifth 

grade students at Dowling School, on 

West River Parkway, as reading 

tutors, i.e. Becketwood Buddies. It has 

been an enjoyable and rewarding 

experience to connect with this 

diverse group of students. The past 

principal said: “Thank you all for 

your work with our kids. Your 

relationship and encouragement of 

our students is a tremendous 

support.” 

 

We are hoping to resume this 

outreach program in the Fall — we 

didn’t meet this past school year 

because of COVID issues. The school 

has a new principal so we won’t know 

until August whether she will be 

supportive. Ann Lovrien has 

communicated with 5th grade teacher 

Susan McNaughton, who is most 

enthusiastic about our returning. We 

have realized that transportation 

issues make it infeasible to continue 

to hold part of the program at 

Becketwood. Susan has proposed that 

we would volunteer as Buddies for 

reading and for Writer's Workshop on 

Fridays at the School. We would keep 

the same group of students all year. 

 

We are looking for new and returning 

volunteers to make this important 

program possible. You do not need to 

have been a teacher to become a 

effective volunteer — a one-time 

orientation will be provided. As 

tutors, we are not expected to do 

remedial work but rather to be an 

supportive and encouraging partner 

Art Committee 

 

The Art 

Committee wants 

to thank those 

who had items in 

our “In Memory 

of” show.  It was a 

very interesting show and I heard a 

lot of good comments.  By the time 

you get the Becketwood Times, a new 

show will be up and running.  This 

will be two separate shows, one in 

each of our galleries.  The West 

Gallery will feature “Mano a Mano” 

with Bolivian Textiles, photographs 

and paintings. The East Gallery will 

be Mixed Collages by Christopher 

Harrison.  Both shows will be 

something different than we have had 

before and I hope you enjoy it.  This 

show runs from July 23 through 

August 19. 

 

After that, we will have another two-

gallery show.  West Gallery will have 

“Then and Now, Looking at Lake 

Street” with photos by Mary Katharine 

Johnson and Iric Nathanson.  East 

side will be “The Whimsical Works of 

Bruce Nygren.” 

 

There will be no show from 

September 17 to 23 because the MAC 
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in the students’ building the 

essential skills of reading and 

writing. This works best when our 

Buddies commit to being available 

weekly with substitutes being 

available for the inevitable conflict.  

 

If you have an interest in helping 

with this community outreach or 

have questions, please contact 

Elaine Kirk (emkirk@usfamily.net) or 

Ann Lovrien (alovrien@gmail.com). 

 

Elaine Kirk 

mailto:emkirk@usfamily.net
mailto:alovrien@gmail.com
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Information Fair is planned for all of 

the space in the Wellington Room. 

 

We are all so excited about being able 

to have art shows again.  Enjoy! 

 

Bonnie Porte, chair 

Summer on the 

Landscape 

 

A new project will 

soon be underway 

for Landscape and 

Gardens — the 

Upper Circle 

Garden. When 

visitors arrive at Becketwood, driving 

towards the front entrance, one of the 

first things they see is the Upper 

Circle Garden. 

 

For the past few years, we have heard 

concerns and complaints about the 

look of this garden.  Comments would 

start with how the evergreens look 

and that the area underneath the trees 

is messy.  However, most everyone 

loved the three maple trees — their 

beauty in the fall and their interesting 

bark.  The original design was created 

by a landscape employee we had at 

the time.  Her expectation was that the 

design would be effective for five to 

ten years and that the evergreens 

would be removed after three to five 

years.  It is past time for that removal 

to happen. 

 

An ad hoc group from L&G was formed 

to identify Becketwood’s needs and 

wants for that garden with the 

expectation that those ideas would go 

out to a professional landscape 

designer.  Following approval, we 

would begin the installation.  The ad 

hoc group came up with an innovative 

plan for a phased approach.  This 

year, we will remove the unhealthy 

evergreens, keep the maples and low-

growing shrubs, and plant additional 

shrubs to complete a balanced design.  

This will definitely improve the look 

of the garden, open a sight line for the 

front desk, and reduce maintenance, 

(Continued on page 14) 

The Whimsical Artwork  

of Bruce Nygren 

East Dining Room 

August 19-Septenber 16 

 

Then and Now 

Looking at Lake Street 

Photos by 

Mary Katherine Johnson 

Iric Nathanson 

West Dining Room 

August 20-September 16 



Look for  

“Becketwood Cooperative” 

Becketwood’s 

Canopy 

 

Remember the LaSalle, 

the Oldsmobile, the 

DeSoto, the Nash, the 

Studebaker? They’re 

gone.  Remember the 

chestnut, the American elm, the green 

ash?  They are too.  Becketwood (and 

Minneapolis) had oodles of green ash 

but the nasty emerald ash borer did 

them in.   

 

Since our budget doesn’t stretch to 

buy and replace the loss, the Board 

has authorized the Tree and Shrub 

Committee to raise $15,000 to replace 

ash trees and maintain our canopy 

and the beauty of our acres. They’ll be 

replaced with ironwood, hackberry, 

eastern red cedar, basswood and other 

native species. YOU can donate and 

know that you’re making a difference 

for 200 years or more.  How else can 

you make such a lasting impact?  Be a 

history maker!  Write a check to 

Becketwood (with Ash Tree 

Replacement Fund on the memo line), 

or you can fill out a form from the 

Convenience Center to have your 

donation added to your monthly 

statement.  You can give in memory, 

in thanksgiving or civic pride.  But 

please give — for tomorrow. 

 

Tree and Shrub Committee:  Barbara 

Mauk, Bob Allen, Dan Bailey, Joel 

Wiberg, Judith Scoville, Linda 

Skoglund, Lyn Pegg and Wayne 

Tellekson 
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all for a very manageable cost.  If, 

after the next year or two, Members 

are not happy with the improved 

garden, we can collect Member 

comments and initiate a formal 

redesign. 

 

Someone, well-intentioned, planted 

zinnias in front of the Chapel and 

was not aware that Landscape and 

Gardens has a policy of “No new 

gardens.” We simply cannot 

maintain all the garden areas we 

already have.  That area near the 

flagpole will be home to either a 

replacement tree or a shrub, or be 

re-seeded with grass, a choice to be 

determined by the Tree & Shrub 

committee. 

 

Here's to a cooler summer (or 

summer cooler) as we work to keep 

our gardens, trees, and shrubs as 

healthy and beautiful as possible. 

 

Landscape and Gardens 

Bonnie Sample 

(Continued from page 13) 

A Becketwood Members 

Facebook page is now 

available.  If you are on 

Facebook, friend David McKay 

or John Pegg and ask to be 

invited.  This Members-only 

page is yet another tool to 

keep our community 

connected. 
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Naturalist's 

Notes 

Naomi Jackson 

 

You've all been 

amused or annoyed 

by Becketwood's 

turkeys. Here are 

some facts about 

Meleagris gallopavo. 

 

Turkeys like open woodland, where 

they forage for nuts, seeds, fruit and 

insects. They can fly (and even swim!) 

and roost high in trees at night. Hens 

nest on the ground and lay 4-17 

brown-speckled eggs. Chicks leave the 

nest at one day and can fly at seven 

days. Hens with chicks often band 

together. 

 

Turkeys are native to the Americas 

and date back at least five million 

years. They were domesticated in 

Mexico. European invaders brought 

some back home where people started 

raising them for their delicious meat. 

 

Following white settlement, 

Minnesota's turkeys were wiped out 

by market hunting and habitat 

destruction. They were successfully 

reintroduced in the 1960s and have 

recently expanded into the metro 

area. 

 

Becketwood turkeys 

had a hard summer. 

A hen with twelve 

chicks was killed, 

possibly by an 

eagle, in June. The 

chicks were too 

young to survive on 

their own. More 

recently a nest was attacked in 

Fernwood Glen, probably by a night 

predator. Feathers and eggshells left 

in the pond area tell the story. 

 

River Road 

Hair Designers 

News from the 

Salon  

 

Debra Rangel, our 

Nail Technician, 

is having eye surgery. She will be 

out of work all of August.  

 

Feel free to drop a note for her in 

Salon and we will be sure she 

receives it! 

 

Thank you, 

Ramona 

Turkeys are resilient, so expect a 

comeback next year. 

 

For more info: The Cornell Lab, 

www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/

Wild_Turkey/lifehistory 

 

Correction: 

The July Naturalist's Notes 

mistakenly reported that white oak 

leaves have pointed lobes and red 

oak leaves have rounded lobes. It is 

the reverse: red oak leaves are 

pointed and white oak leaves are 

rounded. 



Tales From  

the Tech Hub 

 

YOU ARE STUPIDER THAN 

YOU THINK 

 

Or, at least, you should pretend to be 

stupid where your inkjet printer is 

concerned. 

 

Your printer has told you that it is out 

of ink, saving you from inadvertently 

printing of scores of fading images. 

And you, smart person that you are, 

immediately set about replacing the 

cartridge. But wait! Is that what your 

printer wants you to do? Is it ready for 

you to do that?  

 

Although the out-of-ink message 

appears on your tablet or computer, 

the instructions for replacement are on 

the little screen on your printer. These 

screens come in many varieties. Mine 

wants me to hit an okay button or 

arrow key after following each step the 

printer instructs me to do. If I do not 

perform as instructed, it will tell me to 

try again (and again and again). Sure I 

know how to remove and insert 

cartridges, but I can't do it without the 

printer's permission first.  

 

Some printers with larger screens will 

show you a diagram instructing you 

how to open the printer to clear a 

paper jam. It will tell you how to 

properly load more paper. It will tell 

you where to place an image you want 

scanned. Having printed instructions 

will not help you. You have to follow 

the instructions that are on the screen. 

 

Do yourself a favor. Take a good look 

at that little screen. Does it want you 

to arrow down or swipe? Does it have 

its own help system? Familiarize 

yourself with it. It's the smart thing to 

do. 

PANTRY NEWS 

 

The Pantry is in need 

of two individuals to 

assist with Lund’s 

online ordering, and 

two teams of two to 

perform inventory / 

receiving tasks. These tasks are 

performed weekly for two separate 

months of the year. The schedule is 

negotiated to meet your availability. 

 

The process begins with a product 

inventory performed by the two-person 

team. Once the inventory is completed, 

the groceries are ordered online from 

Lund’s. (If you are comfortable ordering 

on a computer, this may be the perfect 

task for you.) Upon delivery, the 

inventory team receives the product 

and restocks the Pantry. This process is 

repeated weekly for the calendar 

month. 

 

If you are able to help in the Pantry, 

please contact Kris Gjerde, co-chair, for 

more information. 

 

Product additions / changes: 

 Prairie Farms Ultra-pasteurized  

  Half & Half 

 Butter (1/4# sticks in freezer) 

 Canned diced tomatoes 

 Seventh Generation Free & Clear  

  Dish Soap (returned!) 

 Old Dutch Classic potato chips 

 Diet Sprite 

 

Kris Gjerde 
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BOOKS BY MAIL 

 

Did you know you can get books from 

the Hennepin County Library through 

the mail at no charge?   

Friends of the Library can also help 

you access books online. 
 

For more information call  

At Home Services  

612-543-8850 
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Library Committee 

 

The Library Committee 

has been busy this 

summer culling books 

and doing inventory. 

Books that are in poor 

condition or have not been borrowed 

for four or five years are withdrawn. 

They are put aside for Book 

Giveaway, which will occur soon. 

Next we look for missing books.  

After more searching, the missing 

book list is printed and distributed. 

We hope that some of these books 

will be returned. 

 

If a book you have always wanted to 

read is gone, you can ask for it at any 

public library. A copy can almost 

always be found for you. You can 

request books by mail, too.   

 

Mary Heltsley, Co-Chair 

MEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

   1 Carol Masters 

   1 Bob Sonier 

   5 Kathleen Cameron 

   6 Rosemary Rawson 

   6 Alan Graebner 

   7 Janet Ekern 

   8 Marcie Wallace 

   8 Carol Spearman 

 10 Nancy Schultz 

 14 Jacqueline Teisberg 

 15 Gloria Delano 

 16 Wayne Westwood 

 16 Nancie Hamlett 

 17 Rick Moore 

 21 Herb Doty 

 21 Donna Opp 

 26 Jane Bergstrom 

 28 Monica Ochtrup 

 28 Bev Brogie 

 29 Olive Jean Bailey 

 29 Bonnie Sample 

 30 Meg Sorensen 

 31 Linda Hunt 

 31 Chris Curtiss 

  
 

Please contact Susan in the office if you do 

not want your name to appear on the 

Birthday List or if there are corrections. 

 

August Birthday Dinner:   

Friday, August 20 ~ 5:30 pm  

Redeem your birthday coupon! 



NEW IN THE LIBRARY 

FICTION 
 

BROOD by Jackie Polzin. Written by a 

St. Paul author, a completely original 

novel full of surprise, humor, hope, 

friendship, motherhood and chickens! 

 

GREAT CIRCLE by Maggie Shipstead.  

This relentlessly exciting story about a 

woman maneuvering her way between 

tradition and prejudice to get what she 

wants traverses the history of women 

in aviation in the early 20th century.  

 

MYSTERIES 
 

AVIARY by Deirdre McNamer. A 

kitchen fire in a senior condo building 

becomes the catalyst for life changes 

for several residents, two unhappy 

teenagers, the building’s lazy 

handyman, and the fire inspector who 

investigates the fire. 

 

WHILE JUSTICE SLEEPS by Stacey 

Abrams. When a Supreme Court justice 

falls into a coma, his clerk learns she 

has been appointed his executor and 

finds herself in the middle of a 

conspiracy involving the president. 

 

NON-FICTION 
 

GLORY DAYS: The Summer of 1984 

and the 90 Days that Changed Sports 

and Culture Forever by L. Jon 

Wertheim.  Multiple events in the 

summer of 1984 changed the world of 

sports in the United States but also the 

culture itself in ways that shape our 

experience of both today. 

 

THE PREMONITION: A Pandemic Story 

by Michael Lewis. Truth is stranger 

than fiction in this book about unlikely 

individuals who foresaw in various 

ways the present pandemic in the early 

years of this century and tried to 

prevent it. They included a 13-year-old 

girl and President George W. Bush. 

 

REMEMBER: The Science of Memory 

and the Art of Forgetting by Lisa 

Genova (author of Still Alice). Learn 

how memories are made and how we 

retrieve them. 

 

BEAUTIFUL THINGS by Hunter Biden 

describes in intimate detail the 

unsatisfying heights of his early 

success, his devastation after losing 

his brother Beau, the unconditional 

love of his family, and the excruciating 

depths of his alcoholism and crack 

addiction. 

 

LARGE PRINT 
 

IN THE SHADOW OF THE LAW by 

Kermit Roosevelt. A complicated story 

about the drama hidden within “the 

colossus we call the American legal 

system.” If you want to learn about 

what goes on behind the scenes of our 

courts, and the relation between law 

and morality, this novel is a good place 

to start. 
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Socrates Café 
 

Tuesday, August 3, 3:30 pm 

West Dining Room 

Why is socialism such a negative 

word in our country? 

 

Tuesday, August 17, 3:30 pm 

West Dining Room 

What is the relationship between 

self-interest and the well-being 

of the community? 

 

Contact Randy Nelson 
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Questions about the lawn? 
Please contact 

 

TURF LIAISON COMMITTEE 

An ad hoc committee of the Becketwood 

Board of Directors 

Carol Bechtel, Nancy Christen,  

Bonnie Sample 

Alternative Cinema  

presented by the Rydens 

All movies are at 7 pm in the 

Wellington Room 

Sponsored by the Program Committee 

 

Sunday, August 8 

Being There 

Until his employer died, a simple-

minded man named Chance had 

worked his entire life as a gardener 

in Washington, D.C., totally sheltered 

within house and garden, his only 

knowledge of the outside world 

coming from television. Through a 

turn of events, Chance's references 

from television and to his garden are 

taken as metaphors and he is 

assumed to be a great thinker in 

Washington.   *(1979, Rated PG: 

Comedy, Drama)* 

 

Sunday, August 15 

A Little Chaos 

Set in the 17th century, this film 

stars Kate Winslet as a garden 

designer (Sabine) who has an artistic 

and naturalized style of gardening.  

Taking a very high risk, the Master 

Gardener who is overseeing the 

design of the gardens at Versailles 

hires Sabine to design one of the 

gardens.  Clashes ensue between 

Sabine and some of the King's Court 

who will stop at nothing to ensure 

that she fails.  *(2014, International 

Film- UK, Rated R: Drama, Romance)* 

 

Sunday, August 22 

Amazing Grace 

Legendary singer Aretha Franklin's 

1972 performance at the New Bethel 

Baptist Church in LA was filmed and 

just recently edited to create the 

movie that it was originally 

envisioned to be.  The movie 

captures the "Queen of Soul" in her 

prime as she delivers a musical 

performance at the church that 

for many was a deeply spiritual 

and emotional experience: “Don’t 

bring tissues, bring a towel,” one 

reviewer wrote.  *(2018, Rated G: 

Documentary, Music)* 

 

Sunday, August 29 

The Lady Vanishes — repeat 

showing 

This quick-witted and devilishly 

comedic thriller from Alfred 

Hitchcock weaves an exciting 

story of espionage.  A rich young 

playgirl (Iris) meets an elderly 

governess (Miss Froy) who seems 

to disappear into thin air while 

traveling on the train together.  

All the passengers insist that 

Miss Froy was never on the train: 

a complex web of mystery and 

intrigue.  *(1938, International 

Film- UK: Mystery, Thriller)* 



Art Wednesday, Aug. 11 10 am CR 

Board of Directors Tuesday, Aug. 24 1:30 pm WR 

Buildings & Grounds Thursday, Aug. 12 2 pm WDR 

Communications Wednesday, Aug. 4 2:30 pm CR 

Diversity, Equity & 

Inclusion (DEIC) 
Friday, Aug. 6 10 am KS 

Environment Thursday, Aug. 5 1:30 pm WDR 

Excursion Wednesday, Aug. 11 1 pm CC 

Finance Thursday,  Aug. 19 2:30 pm WDR 

Food Service Tuesday, Aug. 17 10:30 am WDR 

Interior Design Monday, Aug. 9 9:30 am CR 

Investment Tuesday, Oct. 19 2:30 pm WDR 

Landscape & Gardens Tuesday, Aug. 10 1 pm WR 

Library Monday, Aug. 2 & 30 9 am WDR 

MAC Monday, Aug. 9 1:30 pm WDR 

Marketing Tuesday, Aug. 10 12:30 pm WDR 

Program Friday, Aug. 6 9 am EDR 

Reserve Long Range 

Plan 

Wednesdays              

Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25 
2:30 pm WDR 

Spiritual Resources Monday, Aug. 2 3 pm WDR 

Wellness No Meeting 1:30 pm WDR 

Location Key 

Chapel – CHP 

Coffee Shop - CS 

Conf. Room - CR 

Craft Center – CC 

E. Dining Rm-EDR 

Fitness Center - FC 

Game Room - GR 

Kensington Sq – KS 

Solarium – SOL 

Wellington Rm - DR 

W. Dining Rm-WDR 

Windsor Room-WR 

UPCOMING COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
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